
UNODC
United Nations Office on drugs and Crime

President:

Maria del Mar Ochoa

Vice President:

Maria Escandon



Index

1. Letters from the Chair 3
1.1. Letter from the President 3
1.2. Letter from the Vice President 4

2. Introduction to the committee 4
2.1. History 4
2.2. Purpose 4
2.3. Relevant information 4

3. Topic A: 4
3.1. Introduction to the Topic 4
3.2. History 4
3.3. Present Situation 5
3.4. Previous Resolutions 5
3.5. Expectations for the Debate 5
3.6 Useful Resources 5

4. Topic B: 5
4.1. Introduction to the topic 5
4.2. History 5
4.3. Present Situation 5
4.4. Previous Resolutions 5
4.5. Expectations for the Debate 6
4.6. Useful Resources 6

5. QARMAS 6
5.1. Topic A 6
5.2. Topic B 6

6. Bibliography 6
6.1. Topic A 6
6.2. Topic B 6



1. Letters from the Chair
1.1. Letter from the President

Distinguished delegates,

I warmly welcome you to COSMUN, a space where you will put your critical thinking and

theoretical skills to the test. It is an honor for me, Maria del Mar Ochoa, to be the chair of the

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, also known as UNODC.

A good speaker has many characteristics, such as diplomacy, the structuring of arguments, and

fluency in relationships. We hope that each and every one of you will make the maximum effort

to exhibit these qualities within the Model. The investment of time will pay off in improving

these essential skills, not only academically but in life. These three days will be enriched with

different points of view on these critical situations in the world.

I expect a deep understanding of the topic from everyone participating; I fully believe in your

potential. I know that all of you are willing to give your best, as it is a challenging and exciting

committee.

Best regards,

Maria del Mar Ochoa

(302-865-882)

1.2. Letter from the Vice President

With great excitement, I welcome you to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. I feel

truly grateful and honored to be able to guide you through what I hope will be an amazing

experience and opportunity.



In this opportunity, I would like to welcome each one of you, to make the best of this

opportunity, to participate, ask questions, and put your best effort into making this committee an

incredible experience for all of us. From personal experience, I can tell you that COSMUN has

been one of the best experiences I've had, not only did I make valuable memories but also

expanded my knowledge in an unimaginable way.

On this occasion, we will be discussing two interesting topics, which are current, significant

problems we are combating, such as the increase in drug use and manufacture due to global

conflicts and combating illicit piracy around the Horn of Africa. With these topics, both Maria

del Mar and I, hope that we can guide you to a fascinating debate that enriches you with

knowledge.

With complete trust in all of you and your skills, I encourage you to take this opportunity with

great attitude and dedication, to be open-minded and to listen to every idea the committee brings

so that you become an incredible delegate, with critical thinking, impressive problem-solving

leadership, and learning skills.

Both Maria del Mar and I are here to guide and help you, therefore please do not hesitate to

contact us with any questions, ideas, concerns, or recommendations. With great excitement, I

aspire for this committee to be a wonderful academic and social experience for all of you.

I look forward to working with you,

Sincerely,

Maria Escandon

(305-426-9134)



2. Introduction to the committee

2.1. History

In 1955, 500 experts and 50 governments came together at the United Nations Congress

on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, held in Geneva, Switzerland. It

became the first conference treating this issue, which became urgent due to the massive rise in

juvenile crime after World War II. The main resolution that came out of this conference was the

Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, which established a general baseline of

human rights and the treatment of convicts. Said resolution was later approved by the Economic

and Social Council (ECOSOC).

The subsequent decade brought with it drug-related issues, which called for control

policies from the international community. Although the 1925 International Opium Convention

had set a precedent for drug control conferences, a more unified system was necessary to

properly combat the problem. Thus, the 1961 Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs was held,

and from it stemmed other drug control treaties, such as the Convention against Illicit Traffic in

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances in 1968.

From November to December of 1988, the UN Convention against Trafficking of Illicit

Drugs was held in Vienna. 106 countries participated, and “the Convention entered into force on

11 November 1990” (UNODC, 2015).

In 1990, the United Nations General Assembly created the UN International Drug

Control Programme through Resolution A/RES/45/179. A year later, the General Assembly

established the Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice Programme (A/RES/46/152). Although

created in 1997, UN Secretary-General Kofi A. Annan officially merged both programs through

the Secretary-General’s Bulletin (ST/SGB/2004/6) on March 15th, 2004. Thus, the United

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime was born with the purpose of “addressing the interrelated



issues of drug control, crime prevention, and international terrorism in the context of sustainable

development and human security” (SG Bulletin, 2004).

Many sub treaties and organizations were then created within UNODC, such as the

United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime, which was made in the year

2000. UNODC built a paper upon information from a 2013 report called A New Global

Partnership: Eradicate Poverty and Transform Economies through Sustainable Development to

establish an agenda that would ensure sustainability in measures against corruption, drugs, and

terrorism.

2.2. Purpose

The mission of the office is to combat organized crime at a global level, with the

cooperation of the international community, and the implementation of the International Legal

Instruments of the United Nations. The office further promotes the use of the UN charter during

problem-solving. It seeks to tackle crime, terrorism, corruption, and narcotics in each delegation

via the use of tools and solutions proposed and offered by other countries and the UNODC itself.

Making the cease drug trafficking, the end of terrorism, the promotion of human rights and

individual well-being, and the end of organized crime and corruption, are the main objectives

established by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime.

2.3. Relevant information

Since its inception in 1997, the Office on Drugs and Crime has strived to overcome drugs,

corruption, criminality, and terrorism on a global scale. Hence the size of the challenge posed by

overcoming each of these matters, the UNODC becomes a tool available to governments around

the globe to use, creating solutions to the problems proposed together as an international

community.



With its headquarters in Vienna, the commission counts overall with 115 field offices

internationally, reinstating its presence in all 5 populated continents. The UNODC counts 80

member countries and discusses all issues related to (once again) narcotics, organized crime,

terrorism, and governmental corruption. Along with its history, the Office on Drugs and Crime

has had countless achievements; such as the establishment of the ‘NOWRUZ’ program, the

evaluation of disease in environments like a prison, the CRIMJUST strategy, the campaign on

cultural property protection, and the United Nations Convention Against Corruption.

3. Topic A: The increase in drug use and manufacture due to

global conflicts

3.1. Introduction to the Topic

Conflict zones may serve as a magnet for the production of synthetic drugs, which can be made

anywhere, according to information from the Middle East and South-East Asia, as the United

Nations Office on Drugs and Crime stated in their annual report. Historically, parties to the

conflict have used drugs to finance conflict and create income. Additionally, the production also

increases because as UNODC expert Angela Me said “You don't have police going around and

stopping laboratories'' in conflict zones. From 17 dismantled laboratories in 2019 to 79 in 2020,

there was a significant rise in the number of clandestine laboratories in Ukraine. 67 of these

were producing amphetamines. According to the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and

Drug Addiction (EMCDDA), many people who experienced psychological stress during the

conflict may be more vulnerable to substance abuse issues. The 2022 World Drug Report states

that conflicts can cause drug trafficking routes to change, as has happened in the Balkans and

now in Ukraine. It is crucial to understand that correct conflicts around the world have several

effects on society and in this case, may increase drug production, trafficking, and use, increasing

crime and putting society in danger. Through several situations, it has been proved that the drug

industry, and conflict is not constant.



3.2. History

In the nineteenth century, European colonial forces, not a mafia, started drug trafficking.

The pharmaceutical industry found miracle goods like morphine, cocaine, and heroin while they

were exporting opium throughout Asia. Addiction spreads like a global plague. The first

networks were established in Mexico, France, and China when prohibition was implemented at

the turn of the 20th century. During the Cold War, these networks saw extraordinary expansion as

narcotics were used as a geopolitical tool by the secret agencies. America paid a premium for

having a third of its soldiers in Vietnam who were heroin addicts in 1970. A year later, President

Richard Nixon made the historic declaration of the war on drugs.

The United States launches a fierce fight against narcotics as the leading superpower. The

drug trade, however, never stops. It changes, moves, and adapts. In the late 1970s, a new

generation of traffickers arises that is more powerful than ever as the global war on drugs gains

momentum. These crooks are power-hungry as well as money-hungry. If Pablo Escobar is the

most emblematic of them all, then Felix Gallardo in Mexico, Toto Riina in Sicily, Khun Sa in the

Golden Triangle, and Khun Sa in Laos have all drastically changed the course of their respective

nations and the worldwide drug trade. They defy the States and pose a threat to the

Establishment. States will need about 20 years to organize themselves and come up with plans to

take down the drug barons. Police beatings split up the traffic and nuked it. The traffickers of

today have changed. Their primary tool is invisibility. In uncontrolled places, such as war zones

like Afghanistan or Colombia, trafficking is thriving. Everywhere in Mexico, the balance sheet

of the war on drugs is a somber tally as the cartels have sucked the entire nation into a horrific

spiral of violence. The fourth generation is here, marked by traffickers in white coats, thanks to

the ease with which synthetic pharmaceuticals can be manufactured and concealed.

In 2020, 1,982 tons of cocaine were produced, an increase of 11% over the previous year.

Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, 1,424 tons of cocaine was seized in 2020, a record. Cocaine that

was seized internationally in 2021 was transported in containers or by sea. More cocaine is being

smuggled to Africa and Asia, as well as other regions outside of the major markets of North

America and Europe, according to data from seizures. Methamphetamine seizures were reported



in 117 nations between 2016 and 2020, up from 84 in 2006 to 2010. This indicates that

methamphetamine trafficking is becoming more widespread internationally. Between 2010 and

2020, the amount of methamphetamine that was found increased five-fold. Opium production

increased internationally between 2020 and 2021 by 7% to 7,930 tons, mostly due to increased

production in Afghanistan. However, throughout that time, the total area planted with opium

poppies decreased by 16% to 246,800.

International developments may have an impact on drug-related issues in Europe. The

recent events in Afghanistan and Ukraine are discussed in today's report along with any potential

ramifications for the medicine industry. The full impact of these events cannot yet be fully

assessed, but careful monitoring of the situation will be required to guide policy and

interventions. Poppy growing seems to be continuing despite the Taliban's 2022 ban on the

manufacture, distribution, and trafficking of illegal substances in Afghanistan. Due to the

nation's current financial issues, drug profits may become a more significant source of money,

which could result in an increase in the trafficking of heroin to Europe. The question of whether

Afghanistan-produced methamphetamine will find a market in Europe is another important one.

Currently, this medicine is supplied to the EU market by European producers. However,

there have also been recent reports of significant ephedra-based methamphetamine manufacture

in Afghanistan as well as increasing methamphetamine seizures along some well-known heroin

trafficking routes. The Ukraine conflict has made Europe's drug position even more ambiguous.

A small minority of people seeking asylum in the EU will be drug users who receive treatment in

Ukraine. These patients will require ongoing care as well as services catered to their particular

requirements and language. In general, those who fled combat are likely to have experienced

great psychological stress, which could make them more susceptible to future problems with

substance abuse. Route changes for trafficking could potentially result from the conflict if

criminals take advantage of weak points.

3.3. Present Situation



The 2022 World Drug Report states that conflicts can cause drug trafficking routes to change, as

has happened in the Balkans and now in Ukraine. Drug traffickers may choose different routes to

avoid regions with increased security, and health services in European nations, especially those

bordering Ukraine. Situations like this have also been seen in Afghanistan, considering the

Taliban conflict. Afghanistan, which has been under Taliban control since August, could make

drug revenues a more important source of income and lead to an increase in heroin trafficking to

Europe. Despite a ban on the production, sale, and trafficking of illicit drugs, poppy cultivation

continued in Afghanistan. According to the U.N., Afghanistan, which in 2021 produced 86% of

the world's opium, will determine how the opiate market develops. Additionally, Opium

production worldwide grew seven percent between 2020 and 2021 to 7,930 tons mainly powered

by this conflict in Afghanistan, and it is only growing more. Another report said that despite the

Taliban authorities' April ban on the practice, the country's humanitarian crisis would encourage

the illegal growth of opium poppies. According to the U.N., ” Changes in Afghanistan's opium

production will have effects on opiate markets in almost every part of the world.” In addition,

UNODC Research Officer Dr. Thomas Pitchman also said “We could see a massive increase in

traffic activities and seizures in Afghanistan and the countries around Afghanistan, such as

Pakistan and Iran. Then more or less it was stable in Turkey. But when it comes to South-Eastern

Europe and the Balkans, we could see this decline.” In many cases, researchers have also found

that the countries directly involved with the conflict aren't the only ones involved in drug

trafficking, as other countries can also use the trafficking routes. Dr. Pietschmann observed how

drug trafficking does not go as directly as it is expected. Many times it gets to Europe indirectly.

It's exported from Lebanon, for example, to Italy, Greece, France, and even Austria, and then

back to the gulf countries like Saudi Arabia. These cases are also present in countries such as

Colombia and FARC, Peru and the Shining Path, the civil war in Syria, and the ethnic conflict in

Myanmar. Specifically from Syria and Myanmar, there is proof that conflicts are a magnet for

attracting criminal activity, and synthetic drugs, in the case of Myanmar, with the production of

methamphetamine and exports to neighboring countries. In this current situation, internal or

international conflicts countries may be facing can be crucial to drug production, trafficking, and

consumption, changing completely how drugs connect countries and making conflicts global.

3.4. Previous Resolutions



The creation of alternative crops, in-country enforcement against refiners, and eradication

initiatives have all been utilized to lower drug output in the source countries. Eradication

includes both direct and indirect consequences, whether it involves ground-based or aerial

spraying. It tries to boost the expense of producing those pharmaceuticals, or otherwise dissuade

farmers from growing them, while also temporarily literally limiting the amount of the drug that

can be shipped to international users (in the long-run). Alternative development encourages

farmers cultivating coca or poppies to convert to legal crops by raising the profits from these

other goods; it is the soft form of production controls. Alternative development strategies include

introducing new crops and more productive strains of traditional crops, improving transportation

for getting the crops to market, and various marketing and subsidy schemes. The concept can be

broadened to alternative livelihoods, where the shift may be to nonagricultural activities

(UNODC, 2005). Finally, source countries can pursue refiners more vigorously, perhaps using

military equipment and training; much of the U.S. support for source country control has taken

this form. There is little discussion of aggressive use of criminal sanctions against the peasant

farmers.

Eradication

Few producing nations employ aerial eradication, which many observers say harms the

ecosystem. 31 It is particularly unpopular politically because peasant farmers, the primary

targets, are some of the poorest people in the country, even when farming coca or poppies. The

source nations that have been most ready to permit spraying have been Colombia and Mexico,

neither of which are typical drug manufacturers. A few other countries, such Bolivia, have

governments that permit labor-intensive manual eradication. Although there is little proof that

eradication has been successful lately, thorough assessments are both difficult to conduct and

unavailable. In some recent years, a significant portion of the crop has been eliminated; for

instance, Mexico stated in 2001 that 15,350 hectares of the expected 19,750 hectares of crop had

been eliminated (UNODC, 2002). The predicted potential production for Mexico hasn't

decreased consistently, though. That may be due to the shaky nature of the eradication

predictions or the fact that the price of poppies is so high that farmers would still be motivated to

cultivate poppies even if 80% of their crops were eradicated. Both are conceivable and could

apply.



Alternate planning

Spraying is politically unattractive, in contrast to alternative development, which

encompasses a wide range of initiatives and is virtually always supported by Western funders.

But several barriers stand in the way of effective implementation. For instance, convincing

farmers that the government would uphold its pledge over time is necessary since, otherwise,

they won't be prepared to bear the expenditures associated with switching to new crops. There

will obviously be doubt about the capacity of, for instance, the Peruvian government to guarantee

a consistent market and a solid transportation system for tropical fruits from the Upper Huallaga

Valley in times of political turmoil. Finding strategies to relocate immigrant farmers back to their

native villages has been a key component of the endeavor in some areas, such as the Chapare in

Bolivia, where coca is cultivated in areas that have been cleared specifically for that purpose and

the ground is unfavorable for other crops.

Domestic Enforcement

In order to combat the drug traffic in significant producer nations, the United States has

also made investments in institutional capacity building. The State Department's International

Narcotics Control Strategy Report (INCSR) makes the case that political will and integrity are

the main obstacles to drug control in other nations each year. The foundation of measures to

address this issue is training detectives, bolstering the judiciary, and enhancing extradition

procedures. Unfortunately, corruption issues have appeared to be unsolvable in both Colombia

and Mexico, where they are deeply ingrained in a bigger system of shoddy integrity standards.

For instance, charges of involvement in mass killings are well-supported and have been a major

cause of controversy over U.S. aid in Colombia, where the Army has assumed a significant role

in drug control, particularly with regard to coca production (Youngers and Rosin, 2004). At the

highest levels, there have been numerous drug-related corruption scandals in Mexico. For

instance, the Army general who served as the country's drug czar was found guilty of working

with significant drug traffickers in 1998.



3.5. Expectations for the Debate
The effect that global conflicts have proved to have on the drug industry have also been shown to

affect the security of a country and society, the economies, and the relations countries have.

Therefore, because of this, it is vital to not only recognize these problems superficially, but also

notice the problems that might rise within them and how this increase in drugs can create

worldwide conflict and danger. For the debate, it is crucial that the delegates know the

following:

- Current conflicts in your nation, that may be internal or in relation to other countries

- The effect that said conflicts may be having on your country's drug production

- Statistics on drug production, trafficking, and consumption in your country and how it

may relate to conflicts

- Trafficking routes

- The past solutions implemented in your country to lower and eventually stop drug

production, trafficking, and consumption.

- Your country's position on the drug industry

- Security in your country’s borders

For the debate, as stated in the letters above, we expect each delegate to not only state a clear

position in the topic and its contribution to the issue; but to use past solutions to create new

possible ways to possibly solve this problem. We expect creativity, critical thinking, and

knowledge in order for the committee to eventually come up with solid solutions that will

hopefully benefit many nations in order to resolve this issue.

3.6 Useful Resources

- https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/6531/wps4564.pdf?sequence=1

&isAllowed=y

- https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9200571/

- https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/drugs/cron/

- https://economia.uniandes.edu.co/sites/default/files/imagenes/eventos/EEoPC-Daniel-Me

jia.pdf

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/6531/wps4564.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/bitstream/handle/10986/6531/wps4564.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9200571/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/drugs/cron/
https://economia.uniandes.edu.co/sites/default/files/imagenes/eventos/EEoPC-Daniel-Mejia.pdf
https://economia.uniandes.edu.co/sites/default/files/imagenes/eventos/EEoPC-Daniel-Mejia.pdf


- https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2022/8/european-drug-report-2022-highlights_en

- https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/news/rise-production-synthetic-drugs-poses-legal-challen

ges-prosecutors

4. Topic B: Combating illicit piracy around the Horn of

Africa

4.1. Introduction to the topic
Maritime piracy is not a trafficking issue, unlike the majority of the other organized

criminal topics included in this informational guide. No illegal market is supplied, and no

contraband is conveyed. Instead, it is a heinous, avaricious crime. A ship is said to be

transnational since the nation whose flag it has considers it its sovereign territory. Piracy is

planned out since taking control of a ship at sea needs extensive preparation and specific

knowledge. The following section (history) concentrates only on the Somali coast's piracy issue,

particularly in the Gulf of Aden. The majority of international pirate incidents in recent years

have occurred in this region, and the issue seems to be getting worse.

Major shipping lanes are impacted by maritime piracy, endangering international

seafarers' lives. 90% of all goods transported worldwide are transported via maritime shipping,

which is the most economical method. The freedom of navigation and international trade are

hampered by maritime crimes, which also endanger national security and personal safety. A

common target of criminal activity at sea are ships or other maritime structures, but it is also

common for transnational organized crime networks to carry illegal goods or trade people. It

poses a persistent threat in its violent manifestations to the physical safety and lives of sailors, as

well as the security of navigation.

It has long been believed that the South China Sea, Bangladeshi waters, and the Gulf of

Guinea in West Africa are high-danger areas.. But more than 50% of all piracy attacks worldwide

in 2009 were carried out by Somali pirates. The term "piracy" describes two distinct criminal

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2022/8/european-drug-report-2022-highlights_en
https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/news/rise-production-synthetic-drugs-poses-legal-challenges-prosecutors
https://www.eurojust.europa.eu/news/rise-production-synthetic-drugs-poses-legal-challenges-prosecutors


activities: the first is robbery or hijacking, where the target of the attack is to take control of a

ship or its cargo, and the second is kidnapping, where the target is to hold the ship and her crew

hostage until a ransom is paid. Because practically all of the piracy in Somalia includes

kidnapping for ransom, the situation there is unusual. Up until recently, piracy was a declining

problem.

The first locations where modern-day piracy was noticed were the South China Sea and

the Malacca Straits. Attacks increased between 350 and 450 recorded attacks annually between

2000 and 2004, then decreased by almost half in 2005. Effective and well-coordinated

international effort against the pirates was credited with this decrease. However, piracy

significantly surged once more in the years 2008–2009, largely as a result of a significant spike

off the coast of Somalia. The threat to maritime trade and the rising ransom payments to Somali

pirates has increased drastically.

4.2. History

Beginning in the early 1990s with the start of the Somali Civil War, piracy off the coast

of Somalia continued until 2021, when it was nearly eliminated thanks to improved management

techniques adopted by ship owners and crews, armed private security on board ships, a sizable

naval presence, and the growth of onshore security forces.

Many pirates are descended from fishermen. In Somalia, this was actually the situation.

The fishing sector in Somalia was performing so much worse than it could have in the early

1980s. This was altered by the development program of the Coastal Development Agency and

the Somali Ministry of Fisheries as well as rising foreign investments. Fishing became a

lucrative industry in the nation in less than ten years, and being a fisherman became a well-liked

profession.

The Somali Navy disintegrated following the fall of the central government in the early

1990s, leaving Somali territorial waters undefended. This made it possible for other ships to



dump industrial and other waste off the Somali coast as well as for fishing trawlers to operate

illegally along the Somali coast. As a result, Somalia's fish population was decimated. To save

their livelihood, the neighborhood fisherman began to fight back. As the battle between these

sides intensified, guns entered the picture. Foreign ships have been taken over by armed local

fishermen. They quickly realized that this new 'industry' was far more lucrative than being a

fisherman. The growth of piracy and its transformation into a new "business”.

In fact, it was successful. In 2005, $315,000 was paid to the pirates who took control of

the MV Feisty Gas, a tanker carrying liquefied petroleum gas. This led to a fresh assault on the

MV Panagia, a 22 billion ton bulk carrier carrying coal from South Africa to Turkey, which

resulted in a ransom of $700,000. Pirates made $723,000 in 2007 when they commandeered the

Danish-owned cargo ship MV Danica White and sailed into Somalian waters. MV Golden Nori,

a Japanese chemical tanker, was taken by pirates in under four months, and they received

$1,000,000. In order to secure the release of the Greek-flagged Irene SL, a Very Large Crude

Carrier (VLCC), and her 25-person crew after 58 days in captivity, Somali pirates demanded

payment of US$13.5 million (at the time, £8.3 million). between 2010 and 2011 piracy off the

Horn of Africa cost the shipping industry up to $7bn annually. The pirates did not initially hurt

their captives. However, this started to change, and the number of casualties and mistreated

prisoners quickly rose. Of the 3,500 captured, 62 perished between 2006 and 2010. Nearly

4,000 mariners were shot upon by Somali pirates in 2011 alone. Of them, 968 had to fight off

armed pirates who managed to board their ships, and 413 had to be rescued by naval personnel

from safe rooms. Somali pirates were holding at least 1,206 hostages, 35 of whom perished.

The parties began to take anti-piracy measures more seriously when both the

humanitarian and financial aspects of the issue grew out of hand. Piracy attacks decreased as a

result of increased patrolling by the navies of several nations, including those of India, China,

and the EU Navfor Operation Atalanta, as well as initiatives like the Somali Fisherman

Registration Program and the NGO Fairfishing. Finally, by November 2017, there were no

significant ships or captives still held captive by pirates. As of right now, it is reasonable to

conclude that no reported instances of piracy have occurred near Somalia since 2018.



The group Oceans Beyond Piracy issued a State of Maritime Piracy report in 2017 that cautioned

against security complacency in the shipping sector. Off the coast of Somalia, there haven't been

any hijackings in five years, so the industry decided it was appropriate to cut back on security

expenditures to combat piracy. On the other side of the continent, however, there had been a rise

in piracy operations during this time. Off the coast of West Africa, one out of every five pirate

attacks took place. Eventually, there was a drop in security spending.

In the Gulf of Guinea, there were 21 pirate assaults in 2017. There were 50 the next year.

ICC International Maritime Bureau (IMB) statistics showed a rise in piracy and armed robbery

on the world's waters in the first nine months of 2020, despite the fact that 2019 was somewhat

better than the year before. The number of kidnappings reported in the Gulf of Guinea increased

by 40%. Today, this area is where about 95% of global kidnappings occur. The new destinations

for pirates with weapons who sought to kidnap larger groups of sailors are farther out to sea off

the coast of West Africa. Off the coast of Benin, pirates took over the Cancale Star, flying the

Liberian flag, in November 2009, killing a Ukrainian officer. The stolen oil tanker African Prince

was seized by the Ghanaian Navy one week later the following month. After killing the ship's

chef, the pirates managed to flee. A Filipino crew member was killed in February 2013 during

the kidnapping of the chemical tanker Pyxis Delta, which was sailing under the Marshall Islands'

flag (owned by the UAE). Finally, on January 23, 2021, 98 nautical miles off the coast of

Guinea, an attack on The M/V Mozart, a Turkish cargo ship under the flag of Liberia, claimed

the life of an Azerbaijani seaman.

4.3. Present Situation
The ransom demanded by the pirate groups has risen over the past few years from tens of

thousands of dollars to hundreds of thousands and even millions. The average ransom is thought

to range from US$500,000 to US$2 million, and it seems to have increased even more. The "Eyl

Group" alone was holding six vessels and their crew captive, according to the Report of the

Secretary-General to the Security Council on the status of piracy in Somalia, and was anticipated

to have made almost $30 million in ransom payments.



Typically, pirates are young guys who have grown up in a hopeless and disorderly

environment and are eager to risk their lives for even the smallest prospect of better things.

Despite the existence of a handful of well-known organizations, the groups themselves are

small—perhaps six to ten people—so this would appear to be an endeavor with few admission

requirements. piracy. There are currently two major piracy networks operating in Somalia: one

based in the Haradheere region of central Somalia and the other in the semi-autonomous northern

Puntland. From the ports of Bosaso, Qandala, Caluula, Bargaal, Hobyo, Mogadishu, and Garad,

smaller pirate organizations have been identified. Reports from the region specifically mention

the following groups:

- Puntland organization, which conducts its operations out of a small settlement close to

Bossaso and employs modified fishing boats and captured vessels for ongoing assaults.

- Kismayu group from Kismayu in southern Somalia, also known as the National

Volunteer Coastguard, which focuses on small boats near to the coast;

- Central Somalian-based Somali Marines, who seem to have invented the use of mother

ships;

- Marka Group, a tiny group that operates from Kismayo to the south of Mogadishu and

makes use of fishing boats with long-range weapons;

Several groups also seem to be structured along clan lines, with the sub-clans of Darood

and Hawiye being especially noticeable. However, the majority of piracy organizations seem to

be hiring on an equitable basis, looking for recruits in the refugee camps that are home to over

40,000 internally displaced Somalis. Given that some would-be pirates lack experience or

understanding of the sea, they might hire expert fishermen. Pirates may capture entire

communities with the resources at their disposal. For instance, it is alleged that the historic

village of Eyl served as a logistical hub for pirates.

4.4. Previous Resolutions

Trade through the Arabian Sea has steadily decreased as a result of piracy off the

Somalian coast, and many global regions now face greater transaction costs. In response to the



threat, the EU launched a significant anti-piracy operation in the Horn of Africa, which is the

first military operation under the Common Security and Defence Policy (CSDP) that is

independent of NATO planning and resources. The goal of the operation is to stop Somali piracy

operations in the Gulf of Aden while maintaining open some of the busiest sea passages on the

planet for international trade.

The EU decided to launch its anti-piracy mission, EUNAVFOR Somalia, commonly

known as Operation Atalanta, in 2008. The initiative was planned with an initial investment of

8.3 million euros and a one-year mandate. The southern Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, the Somali

basin, and a portion of the Indian Ocean, including the Seychelles, have all seen its

implementation. According to Bueger, the EU operation in the Gulf of Aden was effective in

establishing itself as a key player in the counter-piracy sector. Although it was disguised as a

humanitarian effort, the EUNAVFOR4 mission was a response to the necessity to maintain the

safety of some of the busiest maritime channels in the world. additionally to safeguard world

trade, fisheries, and the European insurance writing sector. Working closely with other

international organizations including NATO, the UN, and the Contact Group on Piracy off the

Coast of Somalia, the EU also took a multifaceted approach to the problem of piracy, integrating

sea- and land-based tactics (of which it is a leading member).

While land-based solutions to Somalia's organized crime and piracy are promoted in

Western security discourses, the reality is quite different. Attacks against pirate ships, however,

do not often target the underlying criminal networks that support pirate activities. In terms of

regional organized crime, piracy is merely the tip of a very vast iceberg. Accordingly, reactions

in the West have been inconsistent about land-based strategies. Since 2011, the EU has

acknowledged that, in addition to its clearly defined maritime strategy, its Comprehensive

Approach to Anti-Piracy needed to include land-based methods of combating the issue. These

insurmountable issues in the host societies in the Horn of Africa cannot be resolved by the CSDP

alone. This is consistent with the US's underdeveloped strategy for regional stability in Africa.

At one point Piracy attacks decreased as a result of increased patrolling by the navies of

several nations, including those of India, China, and the EUNavfor Operation Atalanta, as well as



initiatives like the Somali Fisherman Registration Program and the NGO Fairfishing. Finally, by

November 2017, there were no significant ships or captives still held captive by pirates.

4.5. Expectations for the Debate
Within the problem delegates must understand what is the root of the problem, how pirate

groups are hijacking different vessels around the Horn of Africa and what different solutions

may work on the issue. There must be an understanding that although different delegations may

not be near the African territory each delegation present would finally have positive or negative

impacts. Each hijacked vessel will negatively affect the world economy taking into account the

possible lost merchandise, and the increase of the hijackings. Different joint interventions and

solutions must be made within delegations present taking into account it is clear a singular

solution hasn’t been helpful. Finally we expect a very open mind in the debate, with the aim to

understand not only your delegations perspective and positions but others present in the

committee.

4.6. Useful Resources

- https://eunavfor.eu/

- https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1560592/1/Lewis_WINN%20&%20LEWIS%20Lan

d%20Based%20AntiPiracy%20Initiatives%20in%20the%20Horn%20of%20Africa.pdf

- https://www.unodc.org/romena/en/maritime-crime-and-piracy.html

- https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/financialsector/publication/pirate-trails-tracking-the-

illicit-financial-flows-from-piracy-off-the-horn-of-africa

5. QARMAS

5.1. Topic A
1. What are some conflicts that my country is currently facing?

2. Drug statistics in my country

a. Trafficking routes

https://eunavfor.eu/
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1560592/1/Lewis_WINN%20&%20LEWIS%20Land%20Based%20AntiPiracy%20Initiatives%20in%20the%20Horn%20of%20Africa.pdf
https://discovery.ucl.ac.uk/id/eprint/1560592/1/Lewis_WINN%20&%20LEWIS%20Land%20Based%20AntiPiracy%20Initiatives%20in%20the%20Horn%20of%20Africa.pdf
https://www.unodc.org/romena/en/maritime-crime-and-piracy.html
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/financialsector/publication/pirate-trails-tracking-the-illicit-financial-flows-from-piracy-off-the-horn-of-africa
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/financialsector/publication/pirate-trails-tracking-the-illicit-financial-flows-from-piracy-off-the-horn-of-africa


b. Consumption

c. Production

3. Which resolutions has my country made in order to decrease drugs?

4. Is my country against or in agreement with drug legalization?

5. What drug problems have my country faced in the past?

6. Solutions that my country is currently implementing specifically regarding security?

7. Security in my country's borders

5.2. Topic B
1. What are different solutions that have been proposed and haven’t worked?

2. Has your delegation helped militarily or with supplies to delegation in high risk of

privacy?

3. What different strategies may be applied to locations with a large percentage of pirates?

4. To what extent has your delegation contributed to finding resolutions in hand with the

security council and UNODC?

5. How Can governments in underdeveloped countries attack big communities of pirates

within their societies?

6. How should the pirate groups be punished if ever found?
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