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1. Letter from the Chair

1.1. Letter from the President

Dearest delegates,

I'd like to start by extending a warm welcome to you all and welcoming you to

COSMUN and the UK Parliament. My name is Emilia Quintero, and I have the privilege of

serving as your President. I only have the highest expectations for the committee and all of the

delegates who have chosen to attend today.

Delegates and the chair have the opportunity to discover their potential, exercise their

leadership abilities, and find the perseverance necessary in a committee of this size and

complexity to succeed when faced with the multiple challenges that are brought with the

committee. The delegates must act in accordance with these facts, drawing on their prior

research and understanding in the field, while also taking into account the economic factors, in

order to resolve every issue that the committee is based on. told by their own history and

delegation, social and political. They will therefore need to work together and make decisions

that take into account both the sad events they are portraying and the well-known figures they

are. The committee is a chance to change history, learn about it, and comprehend it from a

first-person viewpoint as part of the model.

What effect do we all hope to have by joining a UN-style entrepreneurial community?

Consider the responsibilities you must accept as young people who now offer solutions, as well

as how you plan to put all of your newly gained knowledge to use.

I sincerely hope that everyone takes advantage of the educational, social, and inclusive

opportunities offered by the committee and COSMUN. Any issues or concerns you may have
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will be addressed by me and by the Vice-president. Simply here to assist you. Welcome!

Sincerely,

Emilia Quintero Vargas

UK Parliament President

Contact

Email: emiliaquinterovargas@gmail.com

Phone Number: +57 300 756 8175

1.2. Letter from the Vice - President

“Knowledge is not made for understanding, it is made for cutting” -Michel Foucault

Dear delegates,

It is my pleasure and honor to take part in this committee as vice-president. I am convinced that

this will be a fruitful experience for us all. I am excited to guide you through this process,

further, to learn from you.
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The study, moreover, discussion of historical events is not -solely- a matter of memorizing that

which took place, nor priding in knowing dates, quotes, names or treaties. It is to be able to

analyze the causes and consequences of them and being able to create parallels between the past

and present. Cutting, dissecting history to realize that what we are built upon could be the key to

freedom or the reason for our shackles is the true value of committees such as this.

To cut is too a call for action, encyclopedic knowledge is important, and resolutions within a UN

model are important, but putting our knowledge to good use outside academic environments is

the real challenge.

I invite you to cut history, to go beyond your preconceptions, seek to find common ground,

rather than room for tearing arguments, to expand your knowledge by learning and teaching.

Without any further to say other than expressing my full willingness and availability for anything

you need that I can help you with; I give you a warm welcome to the United Kingdom

Parliament, House of Lords.

Eager to meet you,

Isabel Cadavid Velásquez

UK Parliament Vice-president

Contact
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Email: isabelcadavidvel@gmail.com

Phone Number: +57 305 312 88 62

2. Introduction to the Committee

2.1. History

The supreme legislative body of the United Kingdom, Crown Dependencies, and British

Overseas Territories is the British Parliament. It alone has absolute control over all other political

entities in the UK and overseas territories since it holds the strongest legislative authority.

Although bicameral, Parliament is divided into three chambers: the House of Commons, the

House of Lords, and the sovereign (Crown in Parliament, the primary Chamber). At the Palace

of Westminster in the City of Westminster, one of the inner boroughs of the nation's capital city,

London, both houses of Parliament convene in separate chambers.

The Lords Spiritual and the Lords Temporal are the two different types of members who

make up the House of Lords. The first consists of the most senior bishops of the Church of

England, and the latter of life representatives appointed by the sovereign and 92 hereditary peers

who sit either by virtue of holding a royal office or by the election of their fellow hereditary

compeers.

Through the Law Lords, the House of Lords also served in a judicial capacity before the
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Supreme Court's inception in October 2009.

The UK Parliament has influenced the political structures of many former colonies as a

result of the British Empire's global expansion, earning it the moniker "Mother of Parliaments".

According to theory, the Crown-in-Parliament holds the utmost authVice-Presidentf legislation

in the UK. Power is de facto vested in the House of Commons since the Crown typically follows

the recommendation of the prime minister, and the House of Lords' authority is restricted to

merely postponing legislation.

2.2. Purpose

The House of Commons, House of Lords, and Monarchy are the three main constituents

of Parliament. The two Houses are where Parliament does the majority of its business. In

general, both Houses must consent to decisions made in one.

The UK parliament has 6 main functions. First of all, the Parliament must examine government

work, such as revising and contesting the actions of the government through ministerial

interrogation, debate, and committee work, which is one of Parliament's primary responsibilities.

The UK parliament also works constantly on   enacting and making laws, as creating these new

laws and amending existing laws is one of Parliament's primary responsibilities. Along with

making laws, members of both Houses of Parliament debate proposed new laws, current events,

and government policy during sessions.

Another one of the parliament's roles is to check and authorize all revenue and

government spending. Every year, the Chancellor of the Exchequer delivers the Budget to the
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House of Commons. MPs1 discuss the measures and examine the Finance Bill that enacts them.

Taking into account the Parliament’s   authority is also crucial, as The UK constitution upholds

the notion of parliamentary sovereignty. As a result, Parliament becomes the Supreme Court in

the UK and has the power to enact and repeal any law. Finally, Everyday interactions between

Parliament and a variety of significant institutions, including the Crown and any in-government

assembly, make up an integral aspect of UK politics.

2.3. Relevant Information

The House of Commons and the House of Lords are where Parliament's business is

conducted. Legislating, scrutinizing, and debating contemporary topics are all aspects of their

profession that are similar. By supporting tax-hiking bills, the House of Commons is also

accountable for providing the government with funding. Normally, both Houses must consent to

a decision reached in one. The two-chamber arrangement serves as a check and balance for both

Houses in this fashion. Delegates will represent a member from the House of Lords in between

1914 and 1918, assuming the role of a lord or peer in the governmental house.

The House of Lords is one of the two chambers of the British parliament, the other being the

House of Commons. It is also known as the upper house and its members are known as "lords."

The House of Lords has several functions, including reviewing and revising legislation proposed

by the House of Commons, acting as a court of appeal, and providing a forum for informed

debate on important national issues.

1 MP is short for Member of Parliament.
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The membership of the House of Lords at the time (Not in the committee) is made up of several

different types of members:

Life peers: appointed by the Queen on the advice of the Prime Minister, hold their seat for life

Hereditary peers: inherited their seat from a family member, but most of them lost the right to

sit in the house after the House of Lords Act of 1999.

Law Lords: appointed from among the judges of the higher courts, who were abolished in 2009

and replaced by the Supreme Court.

Bishops of the Church of England: traditionally, the bishops of the Church of England have

been members of the House of Lords.

The House of Lords has significantly less power than the House of Commons, as the latter has

the ability to pass laws, pass budgets and approve taxes through majority vote, while the House

of Lords can only delay or suggest changes to legislation proposed by the House of Commons.

The House of Lords has undergone significant reforms in the 20th century, with the most recent

being the House of Lords Reform Act of 2014 which aimed to make the membership of the

House of Lords more representative, diverse and effective.
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3. Topic A: House of Lords 1914 - 1918

3.1. Introduction to the topic

The topics that are usually brought up with the words “World War I” and the matters

involved with it revolve frequently around constant warfare, international conflicts and a very

general perspective on such topics. With a specified committee such as the House of Lords, a

new, closer perspective of the War and its consequences is provided, as the essential issues,

arguments and matters of discussion addressed and examined in the committee expand on

economic, political, societal and government or law related aspects of what we call a war,

especially World War I. The House of Lords is the UK Parliament's second chamber. It is

separate from the elected House of Commons' activity and enhances it. The Lords are

responsible for drafting legislation, as well as for scrutinizing and questioning government

actions. In this specific topic, the whole internal section of Britain’s side of the war is treated,

along with the accredited historical and documented structure of such. Even though the topic is

academically and theoretically complex, the topic stands out and orderly amalgamates the

historical and current aspects of the UK Parliament, serving as an ideal procedural topic for the

committee

In terms of political and legislative responsibility during war, House of lords members had

primary roles in regulation. Under George V, Britain was a constitutional monarchy in 1914. The

House of Commons majority party established the government. As responsibility and political

roles were spread along both houses, and of course held the symbolism possessed by the crown,

the House of lords had the role of regulation. Guidelines, legislative templates and exemplaries

were a few of the legislations and active contributions of the house lords. Topics in business
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include war expenses/budgeting, warfare machinery and personnel, bounce-analyzing House of

commons and governmental structure and current activity, and general governmental activity that

shows relevancy to the House, as adjusting and keeping track of such activity will be the

committee’s main role.

The House of Lords, also known as the upper chamber of the British parliament, played a

significant role in World War I, which lasted from 1914 to 1918. The main roles of the House of

Lords during the war were to provide support for the government, pass legislation, and approve

war funding.

Support for the Government: During World War I, the House of Lords supported the government

in their efforts to prosecute the war. The House of Lords provided a platform for the government

to present their plans for the war and to seek approval for their actions.

Passing Legislation: The House of Lords passed a number of important pieces of legislation

during World War I. This included the Defense of the Realm Act, which gave the government

broad powers to regulate the economy and to control the press, and the Military Service Act,

which introduced conscription.

Approving War Funding: The House of Lords approved war funding to support the government's

efforts in the war. This included approval of the War Bonds Act, which allowed the government

to borrow money to finance the war, and the Finance Act, which increased taxes to pay for the

war.

Debate and scrutiny: The House of Lords also played a role in scrutinizing the government's

conduct of the war and holding debates on the war effort. Some of the peers brought their

experience and knowledge in foreign affairs and military strategy and they were able to add

valuable insight on the debates.
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Overall, the House of Lords played a vital role in supporting the government during World War I,

by passing legislation, approving war funding, and providing a platform for debate and scrutiny.

Its role was critical in shaping the decisions that the government took throughout the war, in

order to ensure that the country was able to prosecute the war effectively.

The House of Lords, as an essential component of the British government, is found

responsible for multiple of the work done in governmental organizations, which include anti

warfare and pro warfare bills, laws or decisions. Between 1909 and 1949, the house of lords

worked with The budget of the Liberal administration, which they rejected. The Lords' ability to

reject legislation passed by the Commons is then abolished by a measure put forth by the

Liberals. Then, The House of Lords' authority is constrained by the Parliament Act of 1911,

which stipulates that money bills can become law if they are not passed without amendment by

the Lords within a month and that the Lords cannot veto most legislation but can only postpone

them for a maximum of two years (or one month in the case of monetary legislation). As the

elections for Irish representatives cease, putting an end to that specific feud. In 1949, The

Parliament Act of 1949 decreased the two-year waiting period imposed by the 1911 Act for

various public bills to one year. Power feuds and conflicts go on until today, but maintain the

logic and awareness principles treated in the house and parliament.

After Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria was killed in 1914, World War I, commonly

known as the Great War, started. His assassination sparked a war in Europe that raged until 1918.

The Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and the Ottoman Empire) engaged in

combat with the Allies—Britain, France, Russia, Italy, Romania, Canada, Japan, and the United
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States—during the war. The horrors of trench warfare and new military innovations contributed

to World War I's extraordinary levels of death and damage. Completed 16 million people had

died by the time the war was over and the Allied Powers declared victory, including both troops

and civilians.

3.2. History

3.2.2 Internal Conflicts and Feuds

The Whigs and the Tories controlled British politics before the middle of the 19th

century. These were loose alliances of interests and people rather than political parties in the

contemporary sense. While the Tories were associated with the landed gentry, the Church of

England, and the Church of Scotland, the Whigs included many of the leading aristocratic

dynasties committed to the Protestant succession and later drew support from some of the

emerging industrial interests and wealthy merchants.

The Whigs had transformed into the Liberal Party by the middle of the 19th century,

while the Tories had become the Conservative Party. The idea of right and left originated in

France, when members of the National Assembly who supported monarchies (constitutional or

absolute) sat on the right wing and republicans on the left. The Liberal Party started to sway

leftward in the latter part of the 19th century. Over time, Liberal Unionists distanced themselves

from the Liberals over Irish Home Rule and grew more conservative. Up until the 1920s, the

Liberal Party was the major powerhouse, but it lost support and experienced a steady stream of

resignations. The newly formed Labor Group, which represented a coalition of the labor

movement, organized trades unions, and different socialist organizations, took its place as the

principal anti-Tory opposition party.
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The House of Lords, as the upper chamber of the British parliament, was affected by the

internal conflicts and feuds that took place during World War I in several ways:

- War-time Politics: The political crisis and the formation of a coalition government

in 1915 had a significant impact on the House of Lords. Many members of the

House of Lords were appointed to the coalition government and played an

important role in shaping its policies.

- Economic Policies: The House of Lords played a role in the debate and scrutiny

of economic policies introduced by the government during the war. Some

members of the House of Lords raised concerns about the impact of these policies

on businesses and the middle class.

- Labor Disputes: The House of Lords also played a role in the debate and scrutiny

of labor disputes during the war. Some members of the House of Lords raised

concerns about the rights of workers and the impact of labor disputes on the war

effort.

- Irish question: The question of Irish independence and the relation with the

United Kingdom also had an impact on the House of Lords. The Easter Rising of

1916, and the subsequent events, brought the issue to the forefront, and members

of the House of Lords debated and scrutinized the government's response to the

situation.
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- Conscription: The introduction of conscription in 1916 also had an impact on the

House of Lords. It was a controversial measure and members of the House of

Lords debated and scrutinized it. Some members of the House of Lords argued

that it was unfair to force men to fight, especially as the war dragged on and the

casualties increased.

Overall, the internal conflicts and feuds that took place during World War I had a

significant impact on the House of Lords. Its role as the upper chamber of the British parliament,

to provide support for the government, pass legislation, approve war funding, and provide a

platform for debate and scrutiny, was critical in shaping the decisions that the government took

throughout the war, and in addressing the concerns of different groups within society.

3.2.3 World War I

Austria-Hungary delayed declaring war until its authorities had assurances from German

leader Kaiser Wilhelm II that Germany would back their cause since formidable Russia

supported Serbia. The authorities of Austria-Hungary feared that a Russian involvement would

also involve France, an ally of Russia, and perhaps Great Britain.
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Kaiser Wilhelm covertly guaranteed his support on July 5, offering Austria-Hungary a

"blank check" guarantee of Germany's support in the event of conflict. The Dual Monarchy of

Austria-Hungary then delivered Serbia an ultimatum that was so difficult to accept because of its

harsh provisions.

Once the war started Parliament decided to issue special legislation, allowing elected

members (appointed in 1910) to stay in office until December 1918. It was also decided that

discussions held at Parliament would no longer be recorded in the Hansard, under Defence of the

Realm Act (passed on August 8, 1914). The Act also gave government power to requisition of

buildings and lands if required for war endeavors.

In order to prevent “enemy aliens” from accessing the country, the Aliens Restriction Act

was issued, and immigration and deportation laws were tightened.

After the Municipal Savings Banks (War Loan Investment Bill), adopted by Parliament

on April 25 and 26, 1916, allowed for the sale of war bonds by private citizens and the

borrowing of billions of pounds to assist the war effort. The House of Lords also discussed

whether to meet in secret on the same day and decided in favor of the proposal. Following the

passage of the Military Services Act of 1916, they were to hold a secret discussion about the

necessity of calling up all military men between the ages of 18 and 41 for service. This brought

the Debate on the Navy and Army on May 10, 1917, to discuss funding for war operations. The

topic would revolve around military strategy and loss of men, focusing on British Prime

Minister Herbert Asquith’s first military conscription measure in his nation's history to the House

of lords on January 5, 1916. As the Great War enters its third calendar year. The war will be

determined by the last million British soldiers, Lord Horatio Kitchener, Britain's minister of state
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for war, had warned from the start, and by late summer of 1915, the country had lost 60,000

officers. Kitchener realized that in order to win the war, military conscription would be required.

He presented the first conscription measure to Parliament on January 5, 1916. Later that month,

it was approved as the Military Service Act, and it became effective on February 10.

3.3 Bills

3.4.1 Process of passing a bill

1. A bill is introduced by a member of the House of Lords, known as a sponsor or proposer.
2. The bill is then assigned to a committee of lords who specialize in the subject matter of

the bill. The committee will hold hearings and gather information and testimony from
experts and interested parties.

3. After the committee has finished its work, the bill is returned to the full House of Lords
for debate and voting.

4. If the bill is passed by the House of Lords, it will then be sent to the House of Commons
for consideration.

5. If the bill is also passed by the House of Commons, it will then be sent to the monarch for
Royal Assent, which is the formal approval needed for a bill to become a law.

3.4.2 Bill format
Go to BILL EXAMPLE UK PARLIAMENT for an example an further understanding of the bill
format.

Name of bill Bill [HL]

BILL

TO

(Enter the long title of bill, including purpose and short description of the

execution) Ex:
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(leave as it is, provides an honorable mention to the king)

BE IT ENACTED by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the

advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this

present

Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:—

1 Overview (Write an overview of the bill's main components)

2. (From the second point forward you list all points included and taken

account for)

3. (DEDICATE A SPACE IF ANY OTHER BILL OR ACT IN

MENTIONED OR

BUILT FROM IN THIS BILL)

4. (DEDICATE A SPACE FOR MENTIONS ON OTHER HOUSES, MPS’

OR SECRETARIES INVOLVED)
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(Name of bill) Bill [HL]

BILL

5. (provide closure on the bill)

6. Mps participants on bill + signatures

(date) Ordered to be Printed, 19th May 2022

3.4. Useful Resources

https://www.history.com/topics/world-war-i/world-war-i-history - In depth explanation and

timeline of general World War 1.

https://www.theworldwar.org/learn/about-wwi/key-dates - Key Dates and straight-forward

description on World War 1 events.

https://www.parliament.uk/ - Main UK Parliament page, ideal for basic knowledge and

conceptualization of the entirety of the United Kingdom Parliament.
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https://www.parliament.uk/business/lords/ - Official House of lords Page, click for in-depth,

personal insight on it’s functions and history

https://www.britannica.com/topic/House-of-Lords - Historical and theoretical exposition of the

House of lords by Britannica.

https://www.gov.uk/government/ministers/leader-of-the-houseof-lords - GOV UK, may assist

delegates on research about specific roles, responsibilities and delegations.

https://parliamentlive.tv/Lords - A close up of actual House or lords sessions, and includes

procedural details.

https://www.worldwar1centennial.org/index.php/edu-home/edu-topics/579-overview-general-col

lections/4989-the-u-s-in-wwi-overview.html - World War 1 overview

4.0  British Government

4.1. History

4.1.1 Initial Governmental Organizations

Anglo-Saxon Era and Norman Dynasty:

The history of the British monarchy stretches back to the IX century in Anglo-Saxon

Britain, with king Egbert (827 – 839 CE) being its first ruler. During this period kings held

complete control over foreign policy, laws, and taxation. However, their decisions often relied on

the approval of the King’s Council (Witan), fellow noblemen, and the Church.
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The Witan preceded the Parliament as an assembly summoned by the king to advise and

take part in decision-making. The Witan was not permanent, nor did it have immutable members,

the number of participants, topic, and time were entirely up to the king.

After the Norman Conquest, kings realized the need for a permanent council that could

grant approval on important matters that concerned the realm. Oftentimes, the king would

request the presence of additional advisors such as earls, barons, abbots, and bishops. This larger

group was known as the Great Council (Magnum Concilium), it laid the foundation for the

modern Upper House of Parliament, the House of Lords.

Magna Carta:

In 1215 the threat of a barons’ rebellion loomed over king John’s court. After years of

political turmoil, discontent over high taxes, and multiple failed military campaigns, the king was

forced to start negotiations with barons to reach a consensus regarding his abuses of power and

political failures. Unwilling to comply, the king angered the barons, who, led by Robert

FitzWalter, took over London forcing the creation of the Magna Carta. The charter stated that no

one, not the king himself, was above the law; the Crown was subject to checks and balances, and

an absolute monarchy was no more.

It is considered to be Europe’s first written constitution, it set the groundwork for

Britain’s common law, the foundation for the current powers of Parliament, and some civil rights

and liberties, such as the habeas corpus.

The Magna Carta was created as a means of resolving a dispute between King John and a

group of barons who were unhappy with his rule. The barons demanded that the king grant them
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certain liberties and rights, and King John, under pressure from the barons and the Church,

agreed to sign the document.

The Magna Carta contains 63 clauses which covered a wide range of subjects including

feudal rights and obligations, the rights of the Church, the rights of free men, and the

administration of justice. Some of the key clauses include:

Clause 39: "No free man shall be seized or imprisoned, or stripped of his rights or

possessions, or outlawed or exiled, or deprived of his standing in any other way, nor will we

proceed with force against him, or send others to do so, except by the lawful judgment of his

equals or by the law of the land."

Clause 40: "To no one will we sell, to no one deny or delay right or justice."

Clause 61: "If we, our chief justice, our officials, or any of our servants offend in any

respect against any man, or transgress any of the articles of the peace or of this security, and the

offense is made known to four of the said twenty-five barons, they shall come to us - or in our

absence from the kingdom to the chief justice - to declare it and claim immediate redress."

The Magna Carta is considered a cornerstone of the British constitutional system and it

has had a significant impact on the development of laws and government in the United Kingdom

and other countries. The principles laid out in the Magna Carta, such as the rule of law, the

protection of individual rights, and the limitation of the power of the monarchy, continue to be an

important part of the legal and political systems in many countries today.
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The first Parliament:

The first time representatives from all the realm were summoned to discuss the future of

the Kingdom was in 1265 with Simon de Montfort as its instigator. Britain once again found

itself immersed in crisis; king Henry III, son of king John had been defeated and captured by

Simon, who waged war for the correct appliance of the Magna Carta, which granted barons and

their property protection over the king.

To soothe the hostile climate, he called for “two of the more law-worthy, honest and

prudent knights from each of the counties”, for clergymen and nobles to his parliament. It is

widely acknowledged as one of the most important steps in Britain’s history toward including

people outside the aristocratic class in politics.

The Model Parliament consisted of three main groups: the clergy, the nobility, and the

commons. The clergy were represented by bishops and abbots, while the nobility were

represented by earls, barons, and knights. The commons were represented by elected

representatives from the towns and shires. This was the first time that representatives from the

commons were summoned to a parliament, and it marked the beginning of the development of a

more representative form of government in England.

The Model Parliament was also significant because it established the principle that the

king could not raise taxes without the consent of the people. This principle laid the foundation

for the development of the concept of "no taxation without representation" which would become

an important aspect of the English constitutional system.
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The Model Parliament was not a regular occurrence, but it set a precedent for future

parliaments and the concept of representation was developed and expanded over time, leading to

the evolution of the current British parliamentary system.

Commons and Lords:

Following the coronation of Edward III in 1327, the representatives of the counties

(knights of the shire) and of the towns (burgesses) became a permanent part of Parliament. After

1332 they sat together in one chamber and were known as the House of Commons. Nine years

later in 1341 these Commons deliberated separately from the King and his nobles.

The king declared that meetings would be held annually, however, in the IV century, they

became more frequent. Due to this, Commons and Lords alike felt they should have an active

voice in government, rather than consenting to the king´s taxation decisions.

In January 1327, the Parliament established that it should always be composed of three

bodies: Lords, Commons, and the Monarch, a pattern that has been kept since. From then, Lords

and Commons became separate. Representatives from the towns and counties began to meet at

the House of Commons. Archbishops, bishops and sometimes abbots and priors (Lords Spiritual)

and noblemen (Lords Temporal) form the House of Lords.

Lords Temporal attend the House of Lords on an almost entirely hereditary basis. ‘Peers',

as they became known, are accountable to each other and divided into five ranks: duke,

marquess, earl, viscount and baron (History of the House of Lords, n.d.).
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The House of Lords' ability to reject legislation or amend it in a way that would be

unacceptable to the House of Commons was effectively abolished by the Parliament Act of 1911,

and most bills could only be delayed for a maximum of three parliamentary sessions or two

calendar years. It wasn't intended to be a long-term fix; more extensive reforms were in the

works. However, neither party pursued reforms with much vigor, and the House of Lords

continued to be largely hereditary.

4.1.2 Political Parties

Political parties, which have been around since at least the 18th century, are an integral

part of constitutional government. Bills introduced from 1832 to 1845 (known as Reform-Bill)

sought to transfer voting privileges from small boroughs controlled by the nobility and gentry to

heavy industrial towns.  Following the passage of subsequent bills, broader voting privileges

were extended to lower-income and non-wealthy citizens. This improved democratic

representation.

The structural outlines of modern political parties became noticeable by the 1880s. Both

Liberal and Conservative Parties possessed congruent extra-parliamentary organizations at

national and local levels. Said organizations were needed for educating and mobilizing voters,

furthermore, to generate election funds.

In the United Kingdom in 1914-1918, the two main political parties were the

Conservative Party and the Liberal Party. The Conservatives, also known as the Tories, were

generally supportive of the war effort and advocated for a strong national defense. The Liberals,

on the other hand, were more divided on the issue of the war, with some members supporting it

and others opposing it. The Labour Party, which was established in 1906, also existed during this
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time, but it was not as influential as the Conservative and Liberal parties. Overall, the war effort

and its associated economic and social changes had a significant impact on British politics during

this period, leading to realignments and the emergence of new political forces.

In addition to the Conservative, Liberal, and Labour parties, there were also several

smaller parties in the United Kingdom in 1914-1918. These included the Irish Nationalist Party,

which sought greater autonomy or independence for Ireland, and the Women's Social and

Political Union, which advocated for women's suffrage. The Unionist Party, which existed in

Scotland and Ireland and were largely opposed to Irish home rule, also existed at the time.

Additionally, the Women's Party and other suffragist parties were active in the push for women's

rights and the right to vote.

4.2. Structure and Composition of the house

P.S. - House of lords for COSMUN 2023 is arranged and adjusted strictly in a hypothetical and
ideal way to meet participant and quorum size and does not meet realistic arrangement for the

real HOUSE OF LORDS 1914-1918.

Political groups
Lord Speaker (1)

Lords Spiritual
Bishops (3)

Lords Temporal
HM Government
Conservative Party   (2)

HM Most Loyal Opposition
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Labour Party   (2)

File:house-of-lords-diagram.jpg - wikimedia commons. (n.d.). Retrieved January 14, 2022, from
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:House-of-lords-diagram.jpg

Other groups
Liberal Democrats   (2)
Democratic Unionist Party   (2)
Green Party   (1)
Non-affiliated (3)

Crossbench (Opposition of Government)
Crossbenchers   (4)

4.3. Useful resources

- https://www.parliament.uk/business/lords/lords-history/history-of-the-lords/

- https://www.parliament.uk/about/mps-and-lords/members/partysystem/
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