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1. Letters from the Chair
1.1. Letter from the President

Honorable Delegates,

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the Security Council of COSMUN. My name is

Maria Jaramillo, a senior at the Columbus School, and I am very happy and honored to be your

president this year. This would be my fourth and final year as Chair Member in COSMUN, and I

can’t wait to make this a memorable committee. Model United Nations has always been a great

passion of mine, however, participating in my school's MUN is even more important to me.

The Security Council is the most important body of the United Nations. It seeks for

international peace and security, but it can also authorize the deployment of troops from United

Nations member countries, mandate cease-fire during a conflict, and can impose economic

penalties on countries.

In the past decade, the threat of nuclear weapons has increased drastically. As time goes

by, more and more countries have access to these deadly weapons and there are few regulations

for this testing and availability. The Security Council should start to put some regulations on this

topic before something catastrophic happens. It is better to start now while nothing too bad has

happened than to regret it later. On the other hand, the conflicts between China and Taiwan have

been going on for a while now. It is affecting millions of people and especially the economic

sector. The UN must interfere in this conflict and consider either a cease-fire or economic

sanctions for the countries involved.

My vice president Gregorio and I have high expectations for this committee. Seeing that

it is among the most important bodies of the United Nations and that we are dealing with critical

world issues, we expect only the best from all of you. We have given all of our efforts to make

this committee the best one yet, and for all of you to have a great experience. I am very excited

to meet you all and see your potential. I hope my last year in COSMUN will be amazing thanks

to all of you. Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns, we will help you through

the entire process.

Best regards

Maria Jaramillo



President of the Security Council

1.2. Letter from the Vicepresident

Delegates,

It is an honor to take part in the COSMUN security council. Hello everyone, my name is

Gregorio Vélez. I am a 10th grader at the Columbus school. I am privileged and excited to be

your vice president. This is my first year as a COSMUN chair member so I am definitely going

to try my best to make this a special year for the Security Council. Although I know some of you

have been going to model the United Nations your whole lives, this is only my second year

attending MUNs but I hope to contribute to this tradition my school has been doing for decades.

I believe that one of the most important issues plaguing MUNs is the sometimes hostile

environment towards beginners and the shyness that some of you may experience. This is why

we hope to maintain a high academic standard whilst simultaneously improving our skills as

delegates. We go to these MUNs to get better and develop skills we will use for the rest of our

lives so I hope to help some of you during the process.

Since the Security Council is one of the most important committees in the entire UN we

expect greatness from this committee. Since this is my vice presidential debut I am hoping to

improve my skills and help all of you throughout the process. If you have any doubts, questions,

or inconveniences feel free to contact us and we will hope to guide you throughout it all.

Best regards

Gregorio Velez

Vice President of the Security Council



2. Introduction to the committee

2.1. History
The Security Council is one of the most important committees in the United Nations,

since its establishment it has served in hundreds of world conflicts and intervened in major

issues. Although the United Nations was officially founded in 1945, the Security Council goes

back to Washington 1944 where delegations of China, United States, and the United Kingdom

wished to create a union that would seek world peace and international security. It was officially

founded once the United Nations was established and held its first conference in London, UK

January 17, 1946.

The Security Council originally consisted of 11 members, formed by five permanent

members and six nonpermanent members chosen by the UN General Assembly and remained in

the Security Council for two years. However, in 1965 an amendment was created in order to

increase the number of members of the Security Council to 15. The conditions remained the

same, five permanent members and 10 nonpermanent members elected by the General Assembly

for two years. The five permanent members of the Security Council are the United States of

America, People's Republic of China, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom, and the

Republic of France.

2.2. Purpose
The Security Council’s main purpose and primary responsibility is to ensure the

maintenance and stability of world peace and security. In order to sustain peace and security, the

Security Council is in charge of acknowledging a threat to world peace and consequently taking

peaceful measures that can cease the existence of such a threat. These measures can include the

authorization of the use of force or the council can even impose sanctions.

2.3. Relevant information
The United Nations Security Council, is the only UN body with the authority to issue

binding resolutions on member states according to Article 25 of the UN charter which states “the

Members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the Security



Council in accordance with the present Charter”. In other words, regardless of what member

states think about the binding resolutions presented on the Security Council, they are compelled

to accept and carry these resolutions if they are accepted and taken as official decisions in the

UNSC.

On the other hand, the Security Council is also charged with the responsibility of

recommending the admisión of new UN members to the General Assembly, in addition to

approving any changes to the UN Charter.

Additionally, the Security Council’s resolutions are reinforced with UN peacekeepers,

and military resources provided by members of the council as well as the UN budget.

Finally, the UNSC five permanent members, are also considered vetoes and gained their

status of being the “Great Powers,” after emerging victorious in WWII. The Great Powers can

veto any resolution therefore considering it invalid and not allowing it to pass, as well as any

admisión of new members to the General Assembly and nominees for the office of Secretary

General.

3. Topic A: Nuclear weapon testing and access regulation

3.1. Introduction to the Topic
Nuclear weapons have become the most lethal weapons on Earth and remain a worldwide

concern. Currently, nine countries possess nuclear weapons: the United States, Russia, France,

China, the United Kingdom, Pakistan, India, Israel, and North Korea. In total, the global nuclear

stockpile is close to 13,000 weapons. Even though it is not the highest amount of nuclear

weapons in the world since its creation, it is still a dangerous amount of nuclear weapons that

imposes a global threat to humanity. Nearly all the major nuclear powers, including the United

States, Russia, and China are now significantly increasing their nuclear arsenals in size,

capability, or both. This growing new arms race is raising the risk of nuclear war.

Nuclear weapon testing consists of experimenting with nuclear weapons through a

control and safe environment which can determine the effects and capabilities of the weapon.

Even though nuclear testing is used for scientific purposes it is also used to determine or

demonstrate military power. Many tests have been overtly political in their intention; most



nuclear weapons states publicly declared their nuclear status through a nuclear test. During the

late 20th century over 2,000 nuclear weapons testing were conducted around the world, most of

them being from the United States, the Soviet Union, and France. There are four types of nuclear

testing, atmospheric, underground, underwater, and exoatmospheric. Atmospheric testing refers

to the ones that take place in the atmosphere, usually dropped from towers, airplanes, balloons,

among other things. Underwater testing are the ones conducted underwater usually moved by

ships. Exoatmospheric testing refers to nuclear tests conducted above the atmosphere. The test

devices are lifted on rockets. Finally, underground testing refers to nuclear tests conducted under

the surface of the earth, at varying depths. Underground nuclear testing made up the majority of

nuclear tests by the United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War. Moreover, there are

two major types of nuclear weapons, fission bombs which use fission alone, and thermonuclear

bombs use fission to ignite fusion. Both types of weapons produce huge numbers of nuclear

reactions in a very short time.

The dangers of nuclear weapons are inimaginable, and lately there has been tension

around major nuclear weapon holders. If a nuclear war were to begin humans would not survive

it, it would result in the end of our world. Even though countries are clearly aware of the fact that

containing thousands of nuclear weapons is lethal for everyone, they continue to overlook this

matter in world conferences, media, and public opinions. There are no true restrictions towards

the matter, one that can determine the fate of humanity. Therefore, the Security Council should

act immediately on the subject of nuclear testing and accessibility in order to prevent future

disasters, because maybe by accident or with intentions there could be a situation where it will be

too late to do anything about it. It is better to prevent than to later be sorry for the things that

should have been prevented.

3.2. History
Nuclear weapons were created in the early 20th century by J. Robert Oppenheimer, an

American theoretical physicist. For his work on the research and design of the nuclear bomb he

is known as ‘the father of the atomic bomb.’ The Manhattan Project was created in 1940 by the

United States government as research and construction of nuclear weapons. This project was

launched due to the fear of Nazi Germany experimenting with nuclear weapons that could have

led them to win World War II. In the fall of 1942, the Manhattan Project was launched which



introduced the atomic bomb for the first time. For this Oppenheimer was selected as the director

of weapons development of the United States. On July 16, 1945, the Manhattan Project held its

first successful test of an atomic device, a plutonium bomb at the Trinity test site at Alamogordo,

New Mexico.

On August 6, 1945 the United States dropped the first atomic bomb over the Japanese

city of Hiroshima. The bomb known as “Little Boy” contained over 9000 pounds of

uranium-235, destroying five square miles of Hiroshima. The explosion immediately killed over

80,000 people and thousands more would follow in the later days due to radiation exposure.

Three days later, on August 9th a second bomb known as “Fat Man” made out of plutonium,

dropped in the city of Nagasaki killing an estimated 40,000 people. To this day, these nuclear

explosions are considered to be the most cruel, devastating, and lethal that the world has ever

seen. In total, both bombs killed approximetly 140,000 people instantly and later more than

70,000 people due to the effects of the bomb. In the years that followed, many of the victims of

the event would face leukemia, cancer, and other illnesses due to radiation exposure. By the time

this had happened, Nazi Germany had already surrendered in World War II, however, Japan

decided to fight until the end and resume the war in the Pacific. The United States decided with

the support of the Allies to target four military strategic cities in Japan to detonate the bombs in.

These cities were Hiroshima, Kokura, Niigata, and Nagasaki. After both of the bombs, Japan

immediately surrendered to the Allies on August 15. The Japanese government signed the treaty

of surrender on 2 September, ending once and for all World War II.

Even though the bombing was an effective way to end the war, the social and political

effects that brought to the world resulted in further damage. The ethical and legal justification of

the bombing was a world wide debate and it remains to this day. World War II had ended but the

Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombing were among the main reasons why the Cold War began.

Throughout the ends of WWII, there were heavy rumors that the United States was developing a

lethal weapon, however Stalin did not take them seriously. Following the attacks on Hiroshima,

Stalin ordered the creation of a Soviet nuclear bomb. Whatever the U.S. intention had been at

Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Stalin saw U.S. possession of the atomic bomb as a direct threat to the

Soviet Union. Igor Kurchatov was in charge of producing a bomb by 1948 for the Soviet Union.

Russian espionage and intelligence on America’s nuclear program during the war aided this



effort. On August 29, 1949, the Soviets tested their first plutonium implosion bomb, codenamed

“First Lightning.”

Tensions rose with nuclear weapons in the Cold War. In 1946, the United Nations

established a Commission to deal with problems related to the discovery of atomic energy.. The

United Nations Atomic Energy Commission (UNAEC) was to make proposals for, inter alia, the

control of atomic energy to the extent necessary to ensure its use only for peaceful purposes. The

resolution also decided that the Commission should make proposals for the elimination from

national armaments of atomic weapons and of all other major weapons adaptable to mass

destruction. During the first meeting of the United Nations Atomic Energy Commission

(UNAEC), the United States presented the Baruch Plan, which asked for the Soviets to share

every detail of their atomic energy program and open their facilities to international inspectors.

Only then would the United States share anything with the Soviet Union about their own plans.

The Soviet Union rejected this plan immediately and continued with their secret development of

their own nuclear bomb. Experts believe that the availability of the nuclear bomb was a crucial

factor for the Cold War. Because of the bomb, there was another reason to fight between the two

superpowers, which had the better and more nuclear weapons.

By the 1960s, measures had been put in place to restrain nuclear testing's negative

environmental impacts as well as the spread of nuclear weapons to other nations. The Partial

Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (1963) restricted all nuclear testing to underground nuclear testing to

prevent contamination from nuclear fallout. While the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of

Nuclear Weapons in 1968 attempted to impose restrictions on the types of activities signatories

could engage in, with the goal of allowing the transfer of non-military nuclear technology to

member countries without fear of proliferation. The International Atomic Energy Agency

(IAEA) was founded in 1957 with the goal of promoting the development of nuclear

technology's peaceful applications, providing global safeguards against their abuse, and

facilitating the implementation of safety measures in their usage. The Comprehensive

Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty, which forbids the testing of nuclear weapons, was signed by a large

number of countries in 1996. The International Court of Justice, published an advisory opinion in

1996 on the "Legality of the Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons." The court determined that

using or threatening to use nuclear weapons would be against a number of international legal



principles, including the UN Charter, the Geneva Conventions, the Hague Conventions, and the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

3.3. Present Situation
As of 2022, the world hangs in an extremely delicate nuclear balance, where 90% of the

world’s nuclear arsenal is owned by the U.S and Russia, and the rest are owned by a measly 9

nations, each of which has the nuclear capabilities to destroy the entire world several times over.

Although nuclear weapons

arsenals have decreased in

recent years the strength

of each individual

warhead has exponentially

increased. The bombs

dropped over Japan had a

yield of between 10 and

20 kilotons. Whilst

modern thermonuclear

weapons have yielded up to 50 Megatons more than 2000 times greater.

Although the Comprehensive Nuclear

Test Ban Treaty was signed 25 years ago:

India, Pakistan, Russia, and North Korea

continue to test their own nuclear arsenal

and further contribute to the rising nuclear

tension, Russia and North Korea have

received backlash from the international

community while India and Pakistan have

slid under many nation’s radars. These nuclear tests conducted by North Korea culminated in an

ongoing trade war and countless nuclear threats between the U.S and North Korea.

On February 4th, 2022 reignited much of the controversy surrounding these deadly

weapons when Russia invaded Ukraine. Most nuclear-capable countries have publicly declared

their dissent for these warlike actions and contributed economically and militarily to Ukraine. As



the war seems to trend towards Russia’s defeat, this slide outside of the balance has caused the

international community to engage in prophylactic anti-nuclear actions and fear nuclear

annihilation more than ever.

“I want to remind you that our country also has various means of destruction ... and when the

territorial integrity of our country is threatened, to protect Russia and our people, we will

certainly use all the means at our disposal,” “It’s not a bluff.” - Russian President Vladimir

Putin1

“We have not faced the prospect of Armageddon since Kennedy and the Cuban Missile Crisis”

“He’s not joking when he talks about the potential use of tactical nuclear weapons or biological

or chemical weapons” - U.S president Joe Biden2

3.4. Previous Resolutions
Although the international community has attempted countless times to regulate the

proliferation and usage of nuclear weapons have proved to be incredibly unreliable due to the

nature of these weapons, and mutually assured destruction. Although many of these treaties are

violated in times of war the UN has previously attempted to mitigate this crisis multiple times.

3.4.1 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons
With 191 signatory nations the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons

(NPT) has become a landmark accord in regard to nuclear disarmament. Opened for signature in

1968 and entering force in 1970, the NPT attempts to restrict the spread of nuclear weapons

through a binding multilateral accord. This treaty establishes systems in order to safeguard the

international community supervised by the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). This

treaty has become a cornerstone for the eventual goal of complete nuclear disarmament and has

therefore been extended indefinitely and signed once more in 2015.

2 Rogers, Katie, and David E. Sanger. “Biden Calls the 'Prospect of Armageddon' the Highest since the Cuban
Missile Crisis.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 7 Oct. 2022,
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/06/world/europe/biden-armageddon-nuclear-war-risk.html

1 “Putin Announces Partial Mobilization and Threatens Nuclear Retaliation in Escalation of Ukraine War.” The
Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 21 Sept. 2022,
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/sep/21/putin-announces-partial-mobilisation-in-russia-in-escalation-of-ukr
aine-war

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/10/06/world/europe/biden-armageddon-nuclear-war-risk.html
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/sep/21/putin-announces-partial-mobilisation-in-russia-in-escalation-of-ukraine-war
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/sep/21/putin-announces-partial-mobilisation-in-russia-in-escalation-of-ukraine-war


3.4.2 Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty
Originally rectified during the Conference of Disarmament in 1994 and signed by 34

nations, the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) is one of the most important

ongoing treaties of nuclear regulation. Within this treaty, the signatory nations established the

Preparatory Commission for the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty Organization

(CTBTO) in 1996, this Vienna-based organizations seek to implement and assure the banning or

mitigation of nuclear tests. Although this treaty was famously signed by the Russian Federation

the CTBTO has been largely unsuccessful in regulating Russia’s nuclear testing. Other than this

shortcoming the CTBTO has been exceptionally efficient in its regulation of nuclear testing, as

no other signatory nation has participated in these activities.

3.4.4 Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

Through resolution 71/258 in 2017 the UN General Assembly rectified the Treaty on the

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW). This treaty, which was signed by 122 nations and

ratified by 68, attempts to negotiate a legally binding method for the prohibition of nuclear

weapons through multi-year multilateral restrictions on the research, manufacture, testing, and

usage of nuclear weaponry. Unlike a standard nuclear weapons convention, specific legal

negotiations would be held subsequently in order to reach agreements more efficiently with

specific signatory nations, which has proven to be highly efficient in the accomplishment of its

goals.

3.5. Expectations for the Debate
Nuclear weapons are a topic that is not talked about enough by the great powers of the

world. It is the most dangerous weapon there is and no true restrictions are made to prevent it.

The fact that these weapons could bring terrible repercussions upon the world. Whether it be by

intention or by accident it is something that the world should pay attention to immediately in

order to create pressure against the use and manufacturing of it. Many countries have stated that

they only test these weapons for scientific research and stopping it would go against human

development. We expect you to bring to our attention the positive and negative sides of testing



nuclear weapons and the accessibility there is nowadays. There are always two sides to every

story, and countries will always defend themselves before sacrificing something for the common

good. Ask yourselves in the debate: Why do some countries have them so easily? Shouldn't

anyone have access to these weapons? Why have them at all? What if we will need them one

day?

3.6 Useful Resources

- “Nuclear Weapons – UNODA.” United Nations, United Nations,

https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/

- Atomic Heritage Foundation, https://www.atomicheritage.org/

- Fas. “Status of World Nuclear Forces.” Federation Of American Scientists,

https://fas.org/issues/nuclear-weapons/status-world-nuclear-forces/

- “Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) – UNODA.” United

Nations, United Nations,

https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/#:~:text=The%20NPT%20is%20a%2

0 landmark,and%20 general%20and%20 complete%20 disarmament

- “Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban Treaty (CTBT) – UNODA.” United Nations, United

Nations, https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/ctbt/

- “New START Treaty - United States Department of State.” U.S. Department of State,

U.S. Department of State, 27 Oct. 2022, https://www.state.gov/new-start/

- “Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons – UNODA.” United Nations, United

Nations, https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/tpnw/

4. Topic B: Conflicts between China and Taiwan

4.1. Introduction to the topic
For more than 50 years tensions have been continually rising in the neverending conflict

between China and Taiwan. Perpetual shows of force from both parties involved have resulted in

https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/
https://www.atomicheritage.org/
https://fas.org/issues/nuclear-weapons/status-world-nuclear-forces/
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/#:~:text=The%20NPT%20is%20a%20landmark,and%20general%20and%20complete%20disarmament
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/#:~:text=The%20NPT%20is%20a%20landmark,and%20general%20and%20complete%20disarmament
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/ctbt/
https://www.state.gov/new-start/
https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/tpnw/


major global uncertainties. Even though only 13 countries officially recognize the Republic of

China (Taiwan) as a sovereign nation many global superpowers have expressed their support

which resulted in incredibly high stakes. Experts claim U.S. intervention in Taiwan played a

major role in the U.S-China trade war which has greatly sabotaged the global economy. Even

though Taiwan is heavily outnumbered, both militarily and economically it is protected by the

international communities through treaties such as the Sino-American Mutual Defense treaty

which stipulates the U.S. and its allies are obligated to protect Taiwan both ideologically and

militarily.

So far the conflict has been a “cold war” but China is perpetually ready and capable of a

full-scale recapture of Taiwan. Aggressive large-scale military drills have been carried out all

throughout the Taiwanese sea as intimidating shows of force jeopardize the risk of escalation. As

the China-Taiwan conflict hangs in an increasingly delicate balance the UN Security Council

must act in time in order to prevent all-out warfare. Any semblance of conflict would imperil or

incapacitate the second-largest economy on the planet and global repercussions could be

experienced by all delegations. When an escalating global conflict involves the largest global

manufacturer, the best solution is to prevent any form of combat for the betterment of the world.

4.2. History
Throughout most of modern history the region of Taiwan has been controlled by global

superpowers due to its advantageous location in regard to trade. It has been under the control of

the: Dutch East India Company, the Chinese Southern Ming Dynasty, the Qing dynasty, and the

Empire of Japan. However, it wasn’t until 1945 that the conflict originated after Taiwan was

taken over by China during the second world war. Due to the difficulties in mass communication

at the time the true extent of Chinese involvement in Taiwan is unknown. In 1949 after Mao

Zedong's communist party took power, then-prominent politician Chiang Kai-shek and much of

the nationalist party (KMT) fled to Taiwan in order to maintain power. This transfer of power

would sow the everpresent ideological differences between the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)

and the Nationalist Party of Taiwan (KMT). Since this split within the power dynamic, both sides

have claimed they own the entirety of the Chinese region, which is why in the 1950s both parties

were planning a cross-straight invasion to reclaim full power of the region. Although many



initiatives were underway, the conflict resulted in a stalemate due to the Korean war and U.S.

intervention on the side of the KMT. Throughout the cold war, Taiwan had become a strategic

stronghold for the Cold War, which meant the U.S. maintained a vested interest in keeping the

KMT in power to prevent the spread of communism.

In 1971 the Peoples' Republic of China (PRC) was able to attain enough votes to

delegitimize Taiwan’s (ROC) role within the UN general assembly, which mitigated the ROC’s

international recognition. This mild escalation within the conflict would soon be undermined by

stagnation in global relationships, when, in 1972 then President Richard Nixon would travel to

the ROC and sign the Shanghai Communique which would delineate the U.S. role in maintaining

the sovereignty of Taiwan. This Communique mostly hung within the balance of power as the

U.S. also signed various commercial treaties with the PRC in the following years. This formula

was employed by several other prominent countries as they wanted to maintain commercial

relationships with the ROC and the PRC, so they would officially recognize the PRC but

contribute to the independence of the ROC.

The conflict would mostly remain stagnant until the missile crisis of 1995-1997 when the

U.S. granted the then-president of the ROC a visa and platformed him to communicate

inflammatory speeches about the PRC. This resulted in aggressive ballistics testing and war

games on behalf of the PRC in order to demonstrate their displacement with the situation, at one

point in time these ballistic missiles were aimed and loaded at several major port cities in Taiwan

which had to be forcefully alleviated by U.S forces. This missile crisis would reignite the

previously flatlining war and caused PRC to invest heavily into its military and naval

departments, focusing on the development of weaponry to recapture Taiwan. These military

expansions were subsequently compensated by U.S military expansion in the region.

Although currently the conflict is at a political stalemate, many speculate that, due to

China’s recent economic growth, the tides may begin shifting back towards it being able to

overpower Taiwan. China has previously stated that they will take whatever means necessary in

order to unite the regions of China, and govern Taiwan as a two systems one nation policy,

similarly to Hong Kong. While U.S interference has played a major stabilizing role they are

likely soon to be matched by that of China who could shift this deadlock towards one side or the

other.



4.3. Present Situation
Taiwan has been governed independently of the People’s Republic of China since 1949,

but Beijing views the island as part of its territory. China has declared many times that sooner or

later Taiwan will be unified with the mainland in China and have an ongoing project called

One-China principle seeking the unification of the two. Even though there had been a resolution

by the former president of Taiwan Ma Ying-jeou, in 2016 tensions rose after a new president was

elected. Tsai Ing-wen, the new president of Taiwan, refused the treaties from her predecessor,

which was only responded with aggressive actions from Beijing, including flying fighter jets

above the island. Beijing claims that Taiwan is bound by an understanding known as the 1992

Consensus, which was reached between representatives of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP)

and the Kuomintang (KMT) party that then ruled Taiwan. However, new political parties don’t

claim this resolution and have actively rejected it.

China's proposal for Taiwan is to be incorporated into the mainland under the formula of

“one country, two systems.” This is the same formula used for Hong Kong, which was

guaranteed the ability to preserve its political and economic systems and granted a “high degree

of autonomy.” President Tsai Ing-wen regards this proposal as absurd, however the KMT is

trying to make this happen. China’s goal is to exhaust Taiwan and convince its citizens that

joining the mainland is their best course of action. In order to achieve this, China has upped the

number and size of PLA bombers, fighter fighters, and observation aircraft patrols over and

surrounding Taiwan. Additionally, it has been increasingly displaying its might by sailing

warships and aircraft carriers across the Taiwan Strait. In addition, China has intimidated

countries that have ties with Taiwan. In 2021, China cut off trade with Lithuania for opening a

Taiwanese representative office in its capital.

Russia’s invasion on Ukraine has led people to believe that China will take this as an

opportunity or at least as an inspiration to finally invade Taiwan. Based on how the world reacts,

how the war turns up, and the consequences both countries will face will determine the decision

of China. In other words, Chinese leaders will examine Russia’s failures and adapt their

operational plans to avoid making similar mistakes.

https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/china/2022-05-16/what-china-learning-russias-war-ukraine


Conflict between these two countries will put other superpowers in the world at risk. The

United States has had a complicated relationship with the nations of the east. However, under

President Donald Trump, the United States deepened its ties with Taiwan while ignoring Chinese

rejections to it. This includes selling more than $18 billion worth of arms to the military and

unveiling a $250 million complex for its de facto embassy

in Taipei. Now under the Biden administration they have

taken more liberties in Taiwan, and even participate in

military training on the island. The links that the United

States has created in the past years with Taiwan puts them

at huge risk if war were to result from the situation. The

United States would immediately have to intervene and go

to war against China. Ally countries of the US such as

France, Great Britain, and Germany would have to

collaborate with the war as well. While the Chinese would have the support of the eastern

countries and perhaps Russia, depending on the situation in Ukraine. The Taiwan nation does not

have the resources to face China alone, but with tropes of the US and Great Britain it could result

in a nuclear war.

If war were to happen within these two countries, experts have declared that it would be

disastrous for the global economy. China being the second largest economy in the world and

biggest exporting country could have major repercussions in the world. China’s manufacturing

sector is deeply linked with economies everywhere, including the United States and Europe. The

seas around China and Taiwan are some of the busiest shipping lanes in the world. China would

certainly cut ties with countries supporting Taiwan. Hal Bran and Michael Beckley, two

economic experts have stated, “U.S. trade with China is $656 billion per year, including imports

of consumer products in every American home and components in many goods assembled in the

United States. U.S. trade with Taiwan is $114 billion, and that includes some of the world’s most

advanced semiconductors. Combined, U.S. trade with China and Taiwan is 10 times U.S. trade

between Russia and Ukraine, and it involves products far more crucial to the U.S. economy. The

same interdependencies exist between China, Taiwan and most of the world’s advanced

economies.” On the other hand, Taiwan is the world’s largest exporter of computer chips. Major

companies such as Apple, Samsung, Windows, and many more would suffer immensely by this



and could lead to an increase in unemployment and inflation. The global market would crash if

these countries went to war, and could eventually be considered a world war for this matter.

4.4. Previous Resolutions
The 1992 Consensus between China and Taiwan has been a significant factor between

this conflict. After many conflicts between China and Taiwan in the 80s and beginning of the

90s, the two opened a meeting to reach an agreement. They are sometimes credited for laying the

diplomatic groundwork for cross-strait contacts that were semi-officially sanctioned. However,

the consensus has caused many controversies throughout the years. China came to understand

that there is only one China that includes Taiwan and having Beijing as the only legitimate

representative of the country. For Taiwan, they had a different meaning of what ‘One China’

meant. What began as a treaty is now being used as a tool for both sides to argue their case.

The United Nations and other supernations of the world have remarked on the issue at

hand and have tried to prevent any action taken by China. The United States has declared that if

China were to invade Taiwan, they would interfere. Additionally, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine

lays out the clear opinion of the country on the matter. The United Nations is at a choke point

since China is a veto country as well as Russia, therefore a resolution being made can be

challenging.

4.5. Expectations for the Debate
The conflicts between China and Taiwan have been going on for many years, however,

the world does not recognize this issue as a priority. It is hardly seen on the news and has not

been addressed correctly. As the Security Council there must be an intervention to prevent future

war. Additionally, the Security Council must consider the global economic repercussions that

come from this conflict, and have it as another reason to resolve this issue. Nations' relationships

will also be affected if war may come, especially considering the fact that it would imply that

two major countries of the world and vetoes of the UNSC will be at war. Speaking of the

ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine. If both wars were to come, the world would enter into

a violent state where other nations could take inspiration from it. On the other hand, the



unification of Taiwan and China could result in a bigger economic superpower in the long term.

The United Nations Security Council must protect global security and maintain peace.

4.6. Useful Resources

- “A/53/145.” United Nations, United Nations, https://www.un.org/ar/ga/53/a53145.htm.

- Constitution of the Republic of China (Taiwan) - Article Content - Laws & Regulations

Database of the Republic of China (Taiwan),

https://law.moj.gov.tw/ENG/LawClass/LawAll.aspx?pcode=A0000001.

- Brown, David. “China and Taiwan: A Really Simple Guide.” BBC News, BBC, 8 Aug.

2022, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-59900139.

- Resar, Alyssa. “The 1992 Consensus: Why It Worked and Why It Fell Apart.” – The

Diplomat, For The Diplomat, 18 July 2022,

https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/the-1992-consensus-why-it-worked-and-why-it-fell-apa

rt/.

5. QARMAS
5.1. Topic A

1. Does your delegation possess nuclear weapons?

2. Has your delegation been involved in any explosion or testing of nuclear weapons?

3. What is the position of your delegation towards regulation and interference in nuclear

testing? Should it continue or should it stop?

4. Does your delegation have any nuclear tests or engage in nuclear weapons research?

5. Is your delegation part of any treaty, conference, or party that concerns nuclear weapons

usage?

5.2. Topic B
1. Has your delegation been involved in this conflict in any way?

https://www.un.org/ar/ga/53/a53145.htm
https://law.moj.gov.tw/ENG/LawClass/LawAll.aspx?pcode=A0000001
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-59900139
https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/the-1992-consensus-why-it-worked-and-why-it-fell-apart/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/the-1992-consensus-why-it-worked-and-why-it-fell-apart/


2. How would your delegation be affected if China invaded Taiwan?

3. What economic repercussions will your delegation have if war were to break out?

4. Does your delegation recognize Taiwan as a sovereign state?
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