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1. Letters from the Chair

1.1. Letter from the President

Esteemed delegates,

It is with great honor that I welcome you to the League of Arab States. My name is

Mariana Valencia Tirado and I am delighted to be sharing this encounter with you all as

President of this committee. During this event, I hope to guide you, alongside Vice President

Candelaria Navarro, to help you perform to the best of your abilities and enjoy this opportunity

to the fullest.

Model United Nations is an extremely enriching experience that I have had the pleasure

of participating in for about 6 years now. I can say with absolute certainty that it has had a

tremendous influence on shaping the person I am today. These type of events will teach you

endless lessons and grant you the opportunity to meet enthusiastic people that, like you, decided

to once give MUNs a chance. The debate time and preparation will contribute to your critical

thinking, investigation, public speaking, and writing skills. Furthermore, it will help you gain

conscience and keep you informed on some of the most pressing issues around the globe, forcing

you to leave aside personal opinions and understand all perspectives at once. The topics chosen

for this occasion are highly demanding and our hopes are set high.

I could not feel happier and more grateful to have the chance to make part of the

COSMUN 2023 chair and to be sharing the leadership of this committee with Candelaria. Feel



free to contact us at any time in case you have any doubts about the committee or require any

guidance before or during the model. I can say without a doubt that we will be both willing to

help you. Without further ado, welcome to the League of Arab States of COSMUN 2023!

Sincerely,

Mariana Valencia Tirado

President of the League of Arab States.

1.2. Letter from the Vicepresident

Honorable Delegates,

Welcome to COSMUN 2023 and the League of Arab States. From your vice president,

best wishes! My name is Candelaria Navarro, and I am honored and pleased to help President

Mariana Valencia lead this committee. I have high hopes for this committee and I want to make

the most of it together.

Although I haven't been active in MUN for very long, the experience has really helped to

define who I am now. My intellectual, oral, cultural, and social abilities have all greatly

improved as a result of enrolling in this program, and I am really grateful to have been given the

chance to serve as the chair of this year's COSMUN. This is a significant accomplishment for

me, and I'm happy to have reached it. Delegating can be intimidating, but even being present in

this room is a significant step toward tremendous growth. You have my highest admiration for



your bravery!  Since some of you may be on your first committee or one of your first ones, I

simply want to encourage you to step outside of your comfort zone and take part in the

discussion. I can assure you that it will be well worth it.

I am overjoyed to have the chance to work with Mariana Valencia, and I believe I speak

for both of us when I say that we will both be available to answer any questions you may have,

to assist you, and to effectively solve any concerns. We anticipate this committee to perform at a

high intellectual level, but we also know that each of you is a capable delegate who will make

that effort simple. In order to move the discussion and reach the best possible conclusion for both

topics, we expect that you will be prepared and take part in it. Do not hesitate to email us using

the above-mentioned information if you have any questions. I wish you good luck and It’s a

pleasure to get to know you all!

Warm Regards,

Candelaria Navarro Arroyave

Vice-President of League of Arab States



2. Introduction to the committee

2.1. History

A voluntary alliance of Arab nations is the League of Arab States, usually known as the

Arab League. Egypt, Iraq,  Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and Syria were its founding members

when it was established in Cairo on March 22, 1945. Yemen joined on May 5, 1945. The

League's primary objectives include fostering goodwill and coordinating cooperation among its

members, preserving their independence and sovereignty, and offering a forum for discussion of

their common concerns and interests. “One language, one civilization: 22 Arab countries'' sums

up the League of Arab States' guiding principles. The League of Arab states aims to improve

mutual understanding and constructive relationships among countries and people of all cultures

and religions. The league's objectives in 1945 included conflict resolution and strengthening and

coordinating its members' political, cultural, economic, and social initiatives. The signing of an

agreement on cooperative defense and economic cooperation on April 13, 1950, also obligated

the signatories to coordinate military defense measures.

2.2. Purpose

The Arab League has been a platform for geopolitical, social, and economic cooperation

with the goal of promoting more extensive regional development and conflict resolution since its

founding. This world region has an enormous impact in international security in the current day

and its conflicts will make a very particularly interesting debate. It is critical that we underline



that we will work in a delicate environment as this committee develops. This is one of the

world's most unstable regions, and one whose conflicts are widely felt and which continuously

alter the direction of global dynamics. Because of this, engaging in this specific committee is an

exercise that is extremely beneficial for its delegates.

2.3. Relevant information

The League of Arab States committee will include delegations for the member nations

mentioned above. The structure of the committee, although simulating an Arab League Summit,

will respect the protocol utilized during UN sessions. All participants must speak in 3rd person,

respect parliamentary language, and strive to represent the delegation assigned to the best of their

abilities.

3. Topic A: Evaluating methods of mitigating water insecurity in the MENA

region, and its threats to vulnerable populations.

3.1. Introduction to the Topic

The region of the world with the fewest freshwater resources is the Middle East and

North Africa (MENA)*. Despite housing 6.3% of the world's population, this area only has 1.4

percent of the world's renewable freshwater resources. The region's demand for water resources

grows as population pressures do as well. In light of the limited water supplies, this short



addresses the difficulties in achieving this need. Strategies used by nations to address water

shortages rely on regional factors such as terrain, the severity of the problem, the amount of

funding available, and institutional and technological capability. In general, it is more critical

than ever to create a mix of methods that boost supply, control demand, and lessen long-term

demands on water as population pressures in the area continue to rise.

3.2. History

The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) is the most water-scarce and conflict-prone

region in the world. It is also severely affected by climate change. Since 1998, the region has

been subject to an almost continuous drought, and the current dry period, according to NASA, is

the worst in 900 years. (Sanitation and water for all, 2022)



3.3. Present Situation

(Taken from: https://ecfr.eu/publication/how_water_scarcity_could_destabilise_the_middle_east_and_north_africa/ )

The water shortage MENA is experiencing has been made worse by rapid population

expansion. High population growth adds extra pressures, even if natural reasons like sporadic

droughts and constrained freshwater supplies can contribute to scarcity. The amount of annual

renewable fresh water per person is how experts gauge the availability of water. A nation is said

to be "water stressed" if its annual renewable freshwater consumption per person is between

1,000 and 1,700 cubic meters. The average amount of renewable freshwater per person per year

in "water-scarce" countries is less than 1,000 cubic meters. The Middle East and North Africa

(MENA) region is home to 12 of the world's 15 countries with the least water availability.

In the twenty-first century, a number of large-scale trends are placing tremendous

pressure on states and societies, including on the security of food and water: climate change,

global warming, desertification and drought, land degradation, environmental degradation, rising

https://ecfr.eu/publication/how_water_scarcity_could_destabilise_the_middle_east_and_north_africa/


resource demand, population growth, uneven economic development and inequality,

urbanization, and changes in consumer preferences (such as increased consumption of meat and

water use). With 66% of the world's population expected to live in cities by 2050 (UNDESA,

2014), the unprecedented rate of urbanization serves as an example of one of these pressures.

This will have a significant influence on the availability of food and water. Potential cropland is

being converted into urban development as cities expand, and water, a vital resource for

agricultural production, is becoming more limited due to rising home and industrial

consumption.

States have already experienced droughts and floods around the region in recent years.

Droughts cause significant economic losses, particularly to the rain-fed agriculture of Syria,

Jordan, and Iraq, and put states' ability to supply domestic water demand at risk. These droughts

have persisted longer than in the past, in addition to happening more frequently over the region.

Long-lasting droughts make it difficult to manage water resources, and the collapse of the

agricultural industry that results has fueled waves of migration from rural to urban areas.

The impacts are so big, that by 2025, 1.8 billion people will potentially live in areas with

absolute water scarcity, and two-thirds of the world's population may be under water stress,

according to UN projections. Currently, more than 40% of the world's population is thought to be

affected by water scarcity. Demand for water is expected to increase considerably. According to

a recent World Bank report, the water demand for urban and industrial uses is expected to rise by

50 to 70% over the next three decades, and the global food system would need 40 to 50% more

water.



Specifically in the MENA area, there are significant disparities between nations in terms

of their overall food and water security as well as their capacity to manage their present and

future circumstances. Overall, the MENA region's prospects for long-term food and water

security are unpleasant. Only 1% of the world's renewable water supply is available in the

region. This is one cause of the over 20% gap between global water demand and naturally

occurring water supplies.

This water crisis is not only affecting its citizens due to the lack of access to potable

water, according to the World Bank, the region has the greatest expected economic losses from

climate-related water scarcity, estimated at 6–14 percent of GDP by 2050. It seems as though

governments focus has been centered on addressing the water scarcity issue that has been

tormenting the area for decades, and doing so ineffectively, while failing to address or even

acknowledge the undeniable repercussions that this situation will have on the economy and long

term stability of the region.

Additionally, certain countries, including Jordan, Saudi Arabia, Syria, and Egypt, have

over extracted their groundwater and surface water resources, going above and beyond the

permissible limits. The UAE is predicted to exhaust all of its natural freshwater supplies in fifty

years as a result of excessive water extraction. Jordan and Syria in particular are dealing with a

serious water crisis as a result of over-pumping and over-exploitation of their domestic water

supplies.



3.4. Previous Resolutions

State governments in the MENA area as a whole have not adopted more effective

management of the region's current water resources. Instead, they have chosen to invest in

building hydrological infrastructure, such dams and desalination facilities, to supplement current

supplies. This hydrological infrastructure is not only more expensive than utilizing the water that

already exists, but it also won't work in the long run, making it an ineffective way to meet their

ever increasing water needs.

An economically effective way to conserve water in the area is to increase the cost of

irrigation water by reducing subsidies or reducing the amount of water used for agriculture,

which uses anywhere from 65 to 85 percent of the domestic water budget in the area. Because of

the nature of the social contract that exists between the state and society, many nations find it

politically difficult to reduce water subsidies out of concern for upsetting influential

constituencies and sparking unrest similar to that seen during the Arab uprisings of 2010–2011.

Another instance is how the Jordanian monarchy's attempts to reduce subsidies in 1989, 1996,

and 2010 were met with resounding public opposition from the country's dominant tribes.

The United Nations establishes its presence in the MENA region through “The UN

Human Rights Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa (ROMENA)” which “is

located in Lebanon and covers the following countries: Algeria, Bahrain, Jordan, Kuwait,

Lebanon, Morocco, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.” (OHCHR,

2022) Some of the objectives that ROMENA focuses on that can be directly related to water

insecurity are:



- Accountability: Strengthening rule of law and accountability for human rights

violations

- Peace and security: Preventing violations and strengthening protection of human

rights, including in situations of conflict and insecurity

- Development: Integrating human rights in sustainable development.

Although it seems as if the governments in the MENA region have been ignoring the

problem as no significant change has been noticeable, it must be highlighted that some countries

have been working on positive innovations that could help some, including:

- Morocco’s nation-wide efforts on groundwater management;

- Jordan’s efforts to harness private sector innovation, financing for recycling wastewater,

and to enhance supply through desalination;

- Saudi Arabia pursuing reforms to reduce untargeted subsidies and enhancing the role of

private operation in support of public interest outcomes;

- Egypt’s renewed focus on strengthening local accountability for water supply and

sanitation services – particularly in under-served rural areas.

3.5. Expectations for the Debate

This is a topic that requires adequate and thorough preparation from all delegates

regardless of their delegation. It allows for all countries present in the committee to intervene and

contribute by proposing solutions to this life threatening problematic. It is crucial that as

delegates, you strive to present arguments from a humanitarian point of view without forgetting

that this issue must also be addressed from a political and economical stance. Delegates are



encouraged to use reliable sources and documents to guide themselves on the position of the

nation assigned; nevertheless, it must be recalled that any crisis presented by the chair will be

considered a reliable source of information and each delegation must adapt to it and continue the

debate with this new information in mind.

Debating this topic will be  particularly lively and contentious since there are many

different angles from which to approach this issue and a number of aspects that need to be

explored in order to find a solution. It's important for the delegates to conduct a complete

investigation to truthfully understand the statistics of water shortage in the MENA region since

this information will give them powerful tools to encounter a resolution that is beneficial to all

delegations.

3.6 Useful Resources

- Beyond Scarcity: Water Security in the Middle East and North Africa:

This is a study conducted by World Bank on water insecurity in the MENA region, here

you can find some key findings of the report:

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/publication/beyond-scarcity-water-security-in-

the-middle-east-and-north-africa

The book is available to the public and can be downloaded here:

https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/27659

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/publication/beyond-scarcity-water-security-in-the-middle-east-and-north-africa
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/water/publication/beyond-scarcity-water-security-in-the-middle-east-and-north-africa
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/27659


You can also read the press release by World Bank on this same issue:

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/29/sustainable-path-to-water-s

ecurity-urgent-priority-for-arab-world

- Testing the water: How water scarcity could destabilize the Middle East and North

Africa

This is a brief and complete analysis on the possible repercussions of water scarcity in the

MENA region. It includes visuals that might be useful to further understand the topic and

contains a section that focuses on specific countries.

https://ecfr.eu/publication/how_water_scarcity_could_destabilise_the_middle_east_and_

north_africa/

4. Topic B: The rise of support and sympathy towards extremist groups as a

consequence of internet propaganda

4.1. Introduction to the topic

Despite the fact that modern civilization benefits much from the Internet, it is crucial to

recognize that extremist groups can also utilize this technology for their own purposes. The

Internet can be used to radicalize and recruit terrorists, glorify terrorist actions, incite others to

commit belligerent acts, propagate illegal content, facilitate communication among terrorist

actors, and educate prospective recruits. The Internet is used as a tool for the glorification of

terrorist acts, incitement, and radicalization, as well as for the financing, training, planning, and

commission of terrorist attacks.

https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/29/sustainable-path-to-water-security-urgent-priority-for-arab-world
https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2017/08/29/sustainable-path-to-water-security-urgent-priority-for-arab-world
https://ecfr.eu/publication/how_water_scarcity_could_destabilise_the_middle_east_and_north_africa/
https://ecfr.eu/publication/how_water_scarcity_could_destabilise_the_middle_east_and_north_africa/


The responsibility to ensure respect for basic freedoms and human rights is essential

while investigating and prosecuting these cases. The way extremist groups make use of the

internet for their benefit is by creating propaganda that makes them seem approachable.

These groups can propagate fake news and engage in other forms of social engineering in

addition to using online propaganda to enlarge and increase their visibility globally. Apart from

this, the internet is crucial for their tactics as they lead people to feel sympathy and respect

towards them.

Modern terrorist networks are often made up of dispersed, smaller units that interact with

one another to coordinate their operations. Depending on the work at hand, relationships are

frequently transient and range in intensity. This has made it easier for groups to forge external

ties as well as more extensive internal ones. These relationships are typically built on common

standards, values, and respect for one another rather than being established through formal

bureaucratic processes.

4.2. History

4.2.1 Extremist groups and how they rose to power

Taliban

Twenty years after being driven from power by American forces, the Taliban took back

control of Afghanistan in 2021. They have oppressed women's rights and neglected essential

services during their brutal rule. Despite promises to uphold the rights of minorities, women, and



women's groups as well as to grant amnesty to anyone who assisted American efforts, the

Taliban have imposed a strict interpretation of Islamic law.

The Taliban have struggled to offer the people of Afghanistan security, sufficient food,

and economic opportunity as they have evolved from an insurgent force to a functioning

administration. Although the Taliban frequently depended on money from the drug trade, they

also received outside support, most notably from Pakistan.

More recently, the Taliban have taken control of the Afghan security forces' arsenal,

which included some US-supplied items like Humvees, night sights, machine guns, mortars, and

artillery. Additionally, Afghanistan's government and security is so weak, that it is always for

talibans to easily take militar control over the entire state.

Al- Qaeda

Members of al-Qaeda were attracted from all over the Islamic world to serve as a

logistical network for Muslims engaged in combat with the Soviet Union during the Afghan War.

The group split up after the Soviets left Afghanistan in 1989, but it never stopped protesting

against what its leaders saw as corrupt Islamic governments and foreign presence in Islamic

countries. Early in the 1990s, the organization had its headquarters in Sudan, but with the help of

the Taliban militia, it eventually moved its headquarters back to Afghanistan (around 1996)

Al Qaeda has been found to be behind many other horrific acts around the world,

including the 9/11 incident that killed close to 3,000 people. Al Qaeda also declared a holy war



on the United States, Jews, and their allies. Radical organizations in the Middle East and

elsewhere have ties to the international terror network.

Al Qaeda's influence on world politics is a persistent issue. Its roots can be traced back

several decades to the modern birth and transformation of a non-state armed group that aimed to

establish novel regional and global dynamics grounded in the privatized use of force for political

ends. Beyond only inciting internal or international problems, this organization's goal in

particular as it followed such new strategy was to adapt, achieve, and prosper indefinitely. In this

way, Al Qaeda's transformation was anticipated from the beginning. This was always going to be

the group's strategy of guaranteeing its survival and distinguishing itself from earlier and later

Islamist movements.

Boko Haram

Members of Boko Haram prefer to go by the name Jama'atu Ahlis Sunna Lidda'awati

Wal-Jihad, which is Arabic for "People Committed to the Propagation of the Prophet's Teachings

and Jihad." The group is thought to have started in Maiduguri, a town in northeastern Nigeria,

where the locals gave the group's members the nickname "Boko Haram," a combination of the

Hausa words "boko," which literally means "Western education," and "haram," which, while

figuratively meaning "sin," actually means "forbidden." While Mohammed Yusuf is generally

thought to have founded the sect in 2001 or 2002, some have claimed that the sect actually began

as Sahaba in 1995.



Boko Haram expects to erradicate the Nigerian government and instead, replace it with a

regime. The Nigerian army's inability to combat Boko Haram has frequently been attributed to a

lack of equipment, the demoralization of the fighting soldiers, and corruption in the military's

highest ranks.

Even if Boko Haram is not as big as it was years ago, there is still one remaining faction of the

extremist group around certain areas. Military offensives can only buy politicians a short-term

window of opportunity to come up with long-term answers to the Boko Haram issue. Some

military officials admit that the group cannot be defeated by the military on its own. “You can

never fix any of these problems with military solutions,” according to former Nigerian chief of

staff General Martin Luther Agwai, who oversaw the UN peacekeeping force in Darfur. The

military cannot provide a solution to this problem because it is a political, social, and economic

issue that must be resolved. Even though all of this is true, it still does not explain truthfully why

the Nigerian military has been unable to destroy Boko Haram.

4.3. Present Situation

4.4. Previous Resolutions



4.5. Expectations for the Debate

It is important for all delegates to have a profound understanding, not only about

extremist groups, but also about how easy it is for them to sell themselves on the internet in order

to create recognition and enlarge their amount of power around the world or in the area that they

mostly rule in. This is a topic that would be really interesting and entertaining to debate about,

since it has many groups to talk about, and so many possible solutions for the rise of support for

extremist groups.

The topic's goal is to assess the techniques used by these groups online, which have now

emerged as a serious threat, and decide whether any action, if any, should be done in response to

the situation or what steps the committee should take to keep extremist groups under control, at

least online. We want people to be aware of these groups and participate in a discussion that will

result in the best solution possible—one that will benefit the entire world, keep everyone safe,

and keep extremist groups systematic—the delegates will have to understand the motivations

behind every piece of propaganda and tactic that these groups employ.

4.6. Useful Resources

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/may/14/boko-haram-why-nigerian-militant-group-powe
rful

https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/131483/Geneva%20Paper%203%20-%20Research%20Series.pdf

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58187410

https://www.britannica.com/topic/al-Qaeda-in-the-Arabian-Peninsula

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/may/14/boko-haram-why-nigerian-militant-group-powerful
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/may/14/boko-haram-why-nigerian-militant-group-powerful
https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/131483/Geneva%20Paper%203%20-%20Research%20Series.pdf
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-58187410
https://www.britannica.com/topic/al-Qaeda-in-the-Arabian-Peninsula


5. QARMAS

5.1. Topic A

- Is your delegation a part of the MENA region or has it been severely affected by water

insecurity?

- Does your delegation have any regulations in place or has it taken any measures to

guarantee that their people have safe access to drinkable water?

- How does your country compare to other nations worldwide in regards to water

availability?

- Does your delegation have the resources or technologies necessary to provide aid or

support to those suffering the effects of water insecurity? And if so, is it willing to

contribute in this matter?

-

5.2. Topic B

- Has your delegation shown support for extremist groups or have they done the opposite?

- How have extremist groups affect your country's stability?

- How can your delegation contribute in solving the conflicts caused by extremist groups?

What actions have it alredy took in this aspect?
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