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1. Letters from the Chair
1.1. Letter from the President

Dearest Delegates,

I am sincerely honored to welcome you to The Columbus School COSMUN 2023. It is

with great enthusiasm that both Erika and I welcome you to this year’s Extraordinary Historical

Committee. First and foremost, I would like to thank you for taking part in such a different

committee and taking the opportunity to try something new.

MUNs are far more than an extracurricular activity, acting as a tool to teach leadership,

commitment, time management, quick thinking, social skills, and more. In like manner, it

prepares us as individuals for the future that is to come and how to look at global problems with

a critical and analytical point of view. However, even beyond that, they offer the chance to meet

new people, understand other points of view, and overall have social interactions in an academic

setting.

I have always shared an immense love of history, particularly that dealing with empires

and their rise and downfall. The French Revolution has been an inspiration for countless nations.

Many of the reasons countries are the way they are today are all thanks to the French and their

organization of a country upheld by society, not a monarch. If one looks further, the law, civil

rights, and more have all been influenced by this event.

Likewise, all those within this committee share the same love I do for historical events

and MUNs. This committee is designed to bring new experiences and an outlook on the way

diplomacy can work. Therefore, challenging you in aspects like quick thinking, diplomatic

relations, strategizing, historical understanding/analysis, including many more. Thus, making for

a committee that will be in constant debate and creativity.

For both Vice President Erika and I, this committee is truly special, and we hope that you

enjoy the upcoming three days to the fullest amount. If you need help or guidance, let us know

and we will help you with any doubts you might have. I am eager to see you soon!

Sincerely,

Luciana Restrepo



1.2. Letter from the Vice President

Dearest Delegates,

I am honored to be your vice president and to have the opportunity to guide you and

accompany you throughout the whole process of The Columbus School Model, COSMUN 2023.

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Extraordinary Historical Committee, both Luciana and I

are quite excited to support you in this distinct committee, as your courage has brought you into

a fresh unconventional council, which will be based on the French Revolution. We are waiting

for your enthusiasm and preparation for the correct development, evolution, and blossoming of

this committee, acknowledging that for obtaining the best experience, this council will require a

well-rounded investigation, along with the greatest of attitudes and dispositions. Our

expectations are pretty high since we believe that the outcome of this event will be exceptional,

considering that we are sure it will be an opportunity to enjoy learning, leading, and strategizing

with numerous delegates on a well-known historical occurrence. I am thrilled to have you here.

Finally, do not hesitate to ask me anything you might have in mind, as I will always be available

for you!

Your vice president,

Erika Santaella.



2. Introduction to the committee

2.1. History
A Historical Committee is still a committee, with delegates who represent countries, or

representatives of a country, debating around a topic and reaching a solution, through a

resolution. It allows for an enjoyable experience for those who like learning about the past and

approaching issues in different ways, as the outcome of the event can be changed by this

committee. The possibilities of the topics that can be touched upon in the historical committees

are almost endless, as you can deal with the most pressing issues of our past. These committees

are opportunities to learn more about a certain event, especially considering that there is usually

more information about topics of the past than contemporary ones, as more books, articles,

movies and many more resources have been developed. You can even utilize past doings and

quotes to create a more realistic position. A way to observe this committee would be as a

simulation since it is like reliving what happened, which is why it is very important to

acknowledge in which period you are set in, so the committee has a correct timeline, hence it is

better to focus on what a specific situation, where actual negotiations happened, that way it will

be easier and more realistic since it can be based on the past events.

2.2. Purpose
A Historical Committee is dedicated to collecting, researching, interpreting, strategizing,

and preserving historical information. Accordingly, helping future generations understand their

heritage. Throughout this committee, delegates have the opportunity to analyze past events and

look forward to the future, as the repercussions of those events have or are happening. Therefore,

depending on what delegates are visualizing in the present, and considering their position in the

committee, they are allowed to change what happened in the past, to obtain a better position for

their delegation or for generating a better outcome in the future.

2.3. Relevant information
Being a historical committee, there is a wide variety of possibilities when referring to

topics, however, this council will be focused on the french revolution. The point of the



committee is to overcome the current challenges such as social, economic, military, and more, to

organize the French Constitution. Meaning that the delegates will act as representatives within

the National Assembly, encompassing both radical and non-radical sides, within those who

support a monarchical rule, and those who don’t. Throughout the time of the committee, the

economic, military, geographic, and above all social sectors of France will need to be revised.

Where all representatives must come to an agreement for each sector, and specifically dictate

how each will look after the revolution itself. However, adding to the committee’s challenge, it

will be discussed through various crises, simulating the actual situation France was in at the time.

3. Topic: The French Revolution

3.1 Introduction to the Topic

The French Revolution shook France between 1787 and 1799, and its major event

occurred in the 1789s. Which ended up generating repercussions for the rest of the French

revolutions (1830 and 1848).

The National Constituent Assembly was declared on July 9th, 1789, being a renowned

version of the National Assembly. This would be known as the first government of France,

creating its very first constitution, lasting until the 30th of September of 1791. It is vital to recall

that at first there were only members from the third estate, however, it quickly incorporated

members from the Bourgeoisie, and Aristocratic Society; playing a big role in the decrees

established by this constitution. Additionally, throughout the entirety of the Assembly, King

Louis XVI refused to work alongside them and was unwilling to “share” a government. National

Constituent Assembly, dealt with many issues and released various decrees that handled the

following: Taxes, Feudal System, Voting Rights, Accessibility to owning land, created a

Constitutional Monarchy and released the Rights of Men. Although their accomplishments were

vast, they still left the nation with much to improve upon, hence the next three constitutions.



3.2 Background

By the 19th Europe had vastly evolved, and entered into the epoch era creating, higher standards

of living that reduced the mortality rate among adults, meaning that France became the most

populated country in Europe, endangering the situation. Since more people meant greater

demands for food and consumer goods, France, much like the rest of Europe, was left in a

somewhat grave situation. Thankfully, the discovery of the gold mines in Brazil created a rise in

prices throughout the West, connoting a prosperous economic situation. However, this only

lasted from 1730 to 1770. Furthermore, by 1763, France had lost the Seven Years' War, in which

the nation had lost more than a third of the million soldiers mobilized, lost Louisiana to the

British, and had been ousted entirely from India. Both, the fall in economic prosperity and debt

caused by the war, left France in dire financial struggles once more. Starting an era of upheaval,

revolts, and political and social tension amongst others.

Despite the deep financial troubles France found itself in, five years later, King Louis XVI who

had recently succeeded the throne, joined the American revolution. While the American coalition

was successful in the war, France accumulated over 1 billion livres in debt, severely straining the

nation’s finances.

Furthermore, a number of years of poor harvests, drought, livestock sickness, and spiking bread

prices had stoked unrest among peasants and the urban underclass, leaving the royal coffers

empty. Many rioted, looted, and went on strike to vent their frustration and disgust at a

government that levied higher taxes but offered no relief.

3.3 Context

3.3.1 Key Terms

● Feudal System



○ System in which a worker or peasant worked and fought for nobles, who in return

for serving a lord or king gave them protection and land, especially during times

of war.

● Bourgeoisie

○ Elite of wealthy commoners - merchants, professionals, and manufacturers.

● Peasants

○ Poor smallholders or agricultural laborers are part of the lower social class.

● The Enlightenment

○ Intellectual, cultural, and philosophical movement with global influences and

effects. Focused on the ideas of the value of human happiness, the pursuit of

knowledge from means of reason, and the evidence of senses and ideals including

liberty, toleration, fraternity, progress, constitutional government, and the

separation of church and state. Basically emphasized reason over superstition and

science over blind faith.

● Enlightened Despots

○ Form of government where absolute monarchs pursued legal, social, and

educational reforms inspired by the Enlightenment.

● Monarchy

○ Form of government where the leader is a monarch, who states for life or until

abdication. Their political legitimacy and authority may vary depending if they

are symbolic or fully autocratic icons, expanding their ruling among the

executive, legislative and judicial branches.

● Estate-General

○ Legislative and consultative assembly of different classes of French subjects.

(separate assembly for each state (clergy, nobility, and third estate), called and

dismissed by the king).

● Third Estate

○ Sieyès argued that commoners are who make up most of the nation, who did

most of the work, meaning they were the nation. Urged members to demand a

constitution and greater political representation.

● National Assembly



○ The revolutionary assembly was formed by the representatives of the Third

Estate.

● Ancien Régime

○ Was the old political and social system of France prior to the French Revolution?

It revolved around the three Estates (1. Clergy 2. Nobility 3. Others) All rights,

money, power, and more, were strictly divided between the Estates, with the third

having nearly no privileges at all.

3.3.2 The Three Estates

Before divulging further into the French Revolution it is crucial to understand what the Three

Estates were. The Three Estates was how France’s population was categorized, with the majority

(98%) of the population being part of the third estate. Members of the clergy made up the First

Estate. The French aristocracy known as the Second Estate was exempt from paying taxes and

primarily concerned themselves with military issues. Everyone else who was not a member of

the clergy or aristocracy made up the Third Estate. Everyone, including farmers, attorneys,

philosophers, and merchants, belonged to the Third Estate. This created huge levels of

inequality; seeing as the third estate would pay nearly all taxes, work and sustain the other

estates, and endure famine, disease, and more.



3.3.3 Conflicting Ideas

Comments about social reforms became popular, philosophers and intellectuals pushed these

beliefs and influenced society, reaching numerous conclusions about political, social, and

economic matters, making it more and more necessary to make a revolution, to apply the ideas of

the “Enlightenment”, which were spread all around the cities, especially those who believed to

be a part of “societies of thought” which were masonic lodges, agricultural societies, and reading

rooms. Moreover, historians find it complicated to predict if the revolution would have happened

without the presence of a political crisis, considering that rulers of Europe sought to raise money

by taxing nobles and clergy, who had never been. With that mindset, they tried to convince and

justify the actions by arguments with the belief of “enlightened despots”, provoking a reaction in

Europe. These actions ended up generating repercussions all around the world, such as “The

American Revolution”, which began after the refusal to pay a tax imposed by the king of Great

Britain. After these events, monarchs, with the intention to stop the reactions of the aristocracy,

made peace between the privileged classes and those of the lower class. So it could be said that

the reasons for the revolution were:

1. The bourgeoisie resented its exclusion from political power and position of honor.

2. Peasants were aware of the injustices of their situation and were not willing to support the

anachronistic and burdensome feudal system anymore.

3. Philosophers had a greater impact in France.

4. The participation of the French government in the American Revolution guided the

government to the verge of bankruptcy.

5. France had the most significant population at the time, with many crop failures all around

the country alongside a long period of economic difficulties supported by a pile of

existing restlessness.

6. The French monarchy was not seen as divinely ordained. Did not realize this on time and

was not able to adapt to political and societal pressures that had emerged.

3.3.4 Enlightenment

The concepts of the Enlightenment were more popular throughout the "long 18th century," which

lasted from 1685 to 1815. During this time, philosophers challenged convention and established



authorities, and embraced the idea that mankind was capable of developing itself via logical

thought. Additionally, the High Enlightenment, which spanned from 1730 to 1780, was

characterized by the writings of several French thinkers, including Voltaire, Rousseau,

Montesquieu, Buffon, and Diderot. Across Europe monarchs and rulers also attained

enlightenment since they were amongst the most educated. Thomas Paine, Thomas Jefferson,

and Frederick the Great are all great examples of this; however, King Louis XVI is not. As the

world changed around France, it appeared as if the nation was stuck in time, with no positive

changes. This made it so the public, who was now more informed and had developed ideas based

on figures from the enlightenment period, started to aim for change, regardless of the struggles it

would take.

3.3.5 Great Fear

The “Great Fear” was a period of panic and riot by peasants and others amid rumors of an

“aristocratic conspiracy” by the king and privilege to take down the Third Estate. It is important

to know that in smaller regencies, the Great Fear led to peasants rising against their lords, where

it was noticeable that the nobles and bourgeois had an active battle. After the National

Constituent Assembly happened, they came to the conclusion on the night of August 4th, 1789,

that the only way to check peasants was to decree the abolition of the feudal regime and of the

tithe. Consequently, in august 1789, the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen was

obtained, which intended liberty, equality, the inviolability of property, and the right to resist

oppression. After all these events, the king ended up accepting he could not oppose them, and

that he had to enhance these innovations, which led to the French population participating in a

new political culture as a result of the Revolutions. A new form of living was obtained where

newspapers were uncensored and citizens were aware of the political and social events, where

everyone could have their own voice and opinions. Public ceremonies such as “trees of liberty”

were held on the first anniversary of the Bastille, as a symbol of the new order.

3.4 King Louis’s Reign

King Louis ascended the throne in 1774 and inherited a “broken” nation neck-deep in

financial struggles. The Seven Years War and the French and Indian Wars with the United



Kingdom, which cost France nearly all of her colonies in the Americas as well as colonies in

India and Africa, had a negative impact on French finances. These financial problems would get

worse under Louis XVI as a result of France's engagement in the American Revolution since its

support for the young American republic left the French coffers empty and its populace exposed

to many of the liberal ideas of the American Revolution. Even though these expenses had a

negative impact on the majority of nobles and commoners, the monarchy and its family would

continue to engage in excessive spending, which further fueled resentment with the King and, in

particular, with his wife, Marie Antoinette.

During the early years of his reign, Louis' mission was to win the love of his people,

implementing foolish decisions, for the sake of winning over popular liking. One of the most

detrimental decisions was overturning René Maupeou, his grandfather's chancellor's divisive

judgment, and giving the 13 parliaments, or courts, of France, back their authority. The

parliament had been a pain in Louis XV's side throughout the last few years of his rule, thwarting

any agenda the old king had tried to advance. This decision made it so that in the years to come

there were close to no economic reforms set in place. Thus, only aggravating the economic

situation France was put in.

However, it is still crucial to mention the vast financial advisor's King Louis had during

his reign and their importance in solving the economic crisis or plainly worsening it. His first

finance minister, Jacques Turgot was dismissed after failing to enact reforms. His successor

Jacques Necker aƚtacked the “Ancien Regime” tax system, which gave privileges and

exemptions to the upper class on the principle of trickle-down economics. He proposed

borrowing money to solve fiscal shortages and supported the claim by playing down the deficit

publicly and attacking the parliaments. Necker was fired, and Calonne was appointed; causing

outrage amongst the Estates General, seeing as Necker presided over the assembly and was seen

as an ally by the Third Estate. Calonne’s tax code consisted of a land tax that would close the

issue of the nobility and clergy paying too little, but the Assembly of Notables, a meeting of

nobles to solve extraordinary matters of the state, declined Calonne’s proposal. Brienne replaced

Calonne but followed his proposal to the letter, save for removing a clause that mandated the sale

of church land. The Assembly refused and recommended the convening of the Estates-General, a



legislative body that had yet to meet since 1614. This, however, would not provide the desired

effect of uniting France, rather it fueled the Third Estate to revolt, ultimately causing the

National Assembly to form.

By this time, King Louis' reputation was severely damaged, and his authority diminished;

particularly with the new National Constituent Assembly. However, he began gathering troops to

dissolve it, but it led to infuriating civilians, as lying at the same time that the food supply was

short was the boiling point of the situation. As a result, rumors of an “aristocratic conspiracy” by

the king and the privileged take down the Third Estate, causing the “Great Fear”, and creating

panic among the peasants. After this, there were gatherings of troops around Paris and the

dismissal of Necker, finance minister to King Louis XVI of France, who overlooked the

meetings of the Estates-General, the opening event to the French Revolution, generated a

rebellion at the capital, who seized later on, on July 14th of 1789, as a symbol of royal tyranny.

The king after these events had to stop visiting Paris and started wearing the tricolor cockade as a

way to show his maximum power.

In the following years, Louis would lose even more power, with France becoming a

constitutional monarchy and abolishing the feudal system. As such, on June 20th, 1791, Louis

and his family attempted to escape the Tuileries. The king's Flight to Varennes was a failure;

although in disguise, Louis was recognized from his portrait on a 50-livre assignat and was

escorted back to Paris by the National Guard. Then in 1793 he and his family were found guilty

of treason, and King Louis met his death by guillotine on the morning of January 21st, 1793.

It is vital to note, that throughout his reign King Louis, committed mistake after mistake,

and failed to produce solutions to the alarming debt crisis. His poor management and neglect of

the situation were one of the major reasons for the French Revolution to take place.

3.5 The Beginning of a Revolution

By the late 1700s, France was in complete upheaval. No economic reforms had been

implemented, and the aristocratic spending, in particular that of the King and his court, only



increased. However, that was set to change at the end of 1786, when a universal land tax was

proposed by the controller general, Charles Alexandre de Calonne. This tax reform would no

longer exempt the privileged classes like the clergy and the nobility as had been the case for

centuries. In order to gain public approval the King summoned the Estates-General to pass these

measures. The date of the meeting was fixed on May 5, 1789, where opinions of the three estates

would be presented to the king.

The Estates-General was an assembly that represented the French nobility clergy and the

middle class. Each class held one vote, despite the Third Estate holding 98% of the population,

making it so that the Second and First Estate could easily outvote the Third. This caused great

tensions, seeing as the Third Estate began to mobilize the support of equal voting rights which

would be on the basis of head and not by status, giving them an opportunity for fair

representation.

Estates-General Meeting (Resource)

On May 5th, the Estates-General convened, marking the way for the revolution. The

meeting in Versailles quickly turned from productive discussions to a hostile voting process, in

which the Second and First Estates ignored the arguments from the Third Estate. This comes

unsurprisingly, seeing as the aristocratic society and upper class did not want to give up the

privileges they had enjoyed under the traditional system. On the other hand, the lower and

middle class thought it necessary for the rest of the Estates to take part in the Tax system, as they

https://www.google.com/search?q=estates+general&rlz=1C5CHFA_enUS970US970&sxsrf=AJOqlzXSSLdg2_Jr8LhcVlS-8gg4Fl6OCA:1674622389946&source=lnms&tbm=isch&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjj4L3F9uH8AhWtg4QIHQ3jBSAQ_AUoAXoECAEQAw&biw=1440&bih=764&dpr=2#imgrc=tr62ovdOQ3q1KM


spent the most and worked the least. The issue remained, and after various hostile arguments, the

Third Estate convened in an indoor tennis court and vowed not to disperse until reforms had been

initiated, declaring themselves the National Assembly. (This was known as the infamous Tennis

Court Oath) They threatened to proceed without the other two orders but were supported by

many parish priests, outnumbering aristocratic upper clergy and the church’s deputies. Within a

week, most of the clerical deputies and 47 liberal nobles had joined them. The National

Assembly began to meet in Versailles separately, however, the royal officials decided to lock out

deputies from the meeting hall, they decided to occupy the king’s door until there was an oath to

not leave until they had given France a new constitution, so the king was obligated to give in and

on June 27, advised the nobles and the remaining clergy to join the assembly, better known as the

National Constituent Assembly.

However, all was not well. By early July, tensions within Paris began to increase

exponentially. For one, rumors of a coup began to spread across the capital. Ever since June,

Louis called six royal regiments into the Paris region, and on 1 July he summoned ten more.

Before long, 30,000 troops were concentrated around Paris, many of them foreign soldiers in the

pay of the French monarchy. On July 8th a formal assembly asked King Louis to remove the

troops, which he denied, stating they were set in place to protect the proceedings of the assembly.

Additionally, King Louis fired Necker as his financial advisor, due to the hatred his court and

wife held against him, and more so, the release of inaccurate financial reports. This was received

as a direct threat to the assembly since Necker had been vastly liked by the people. Subsequently,

on July 12th, only a day later after Necker’s dismissal, a protest took place at the Tuileries

Gardens because many Parisians presumed Louis' actions to be aimed against the Assembly.

These struggles were accompanied by sky-high prices and a severe grain crisis, which only

increased as July passed by, adding to the overall havoc within France. With tensions so high, it

was only two days later, on July 14th, 1789 that revolutionaries would take the Bastille.

3.6 Current situation

During the morning hours of July 14th around 1,000 Parisians gathered at the front of the

fortress, known as the Bastille. Its eight 30-meter-tall turrets dominated the Parisian skyline like



a medieval fortification. Even though there were only seven inmates inside the prison at the time

of the attack, the revolutionaries had gathered to demand access to the massive ammunition

reserves that were kept inside. The revolutionaries charged and eventually gained control of the

structure, seeing as the governor, Baron de Launay, refused initially to surrender the fortress and

fired on the crowd. However, he only received 28 soldiers as backup, leaving Launay at a severe

disadvantage. After a bloody struggle, the governor was kidnapped, and killed, and his head was

displayed on a pike. The crowds stormed the fortress and gained access to all the ammunition

inside the building. More importantly, they defeated a symbol of power, strength, and fear,

enforced by the monarchy. The revolutionaries succeeded, and by July 14th, 1789, the French

Revolution had officially begun. Paris and its future was controlled at the hand of those within

the National Constituent Assembly

3.7 Previous Resolutions

The National Constituent Assembly was able to abolish feudalism and get rid of the old

orders, obtaining equality among all men in France, and making more than half of the adult male

population eligible to vote. They nationalized the lands of the Roman Catholic Church, with the

intention to pay off the public debt which led to a widespread redistribution of property. Now

both the bourgeoisie and the peasants were landowners and the chief beneficiaries, however, it is

important to mention that members of the lower class such as farm workers were also able to buy

land. The transfer of lands was made by the sale of bonds and assignats which were issued by the

National Constituent Assembly and guaranteed the price value of the church lands. These bonds

were to be retired once the process of the transfer had been completed, but they started to print

them as a Revolutionary currency which was predicted to have inflationary effects. The church

was reorganized through the “Civil Constitution of the Clergy”, considering it was deprived of its

resources, but this constitution was still rejected by Pope Pius VI and by many of the French

clergy, which produced aggravated violence and controversy. The principles underlying the

administration of justice were changed as well, and a new system of administrative divisions was

adapted, where new judges were to be elected. A reformation of the regime was intended by The

National Constituent Assembly, which wanted to create a monarchical regime with both the

legislative and executive powers that were to be shared between the king and the assembly.

However, this regime did not work because the king did not want to govern with new authorities.



The repercussions of the revolution are that it gave hope to all those who had been

defeated previously, not only in France but all around the world. Citizens of France started to

leave the countries and situate around the frontiers calling out for help to other European rulers,

which at first were indifferent but paid attention later on when the National Constituent

Assembly proclaimed the revolutionary principle of international law, where they said that

people had the right of self-determination. Which stated that the papal territory of Avignon was

reunited with France on September 13th of 1791. By early 1792, after all these occurrences, both

radicals were enthusiastic to spread the principles of evolution, and the king awaited and desired

a war, wanting that the result would either strengthen his authority or allow foreign armies to

rescue him, explaining his reasons for supporting such an aggressive policy. France later

declared war against Austria on April 20th, 1792. There were movements back and forward

where France lost and won and other countries got involved. This was when the queen of Austria

decided to invade France as a counterrevolutionary measure, they were able to break in and

occupy the Tuileries Palace, where the king and royal family were imprisoned in a temple. Chaos

was created among civilians, which weakened French nationalism. As a result, the National

Convention met on September 20th, 1792, and proclaimed the abolition of the monarchy and the

establishment of the republic. During the second phase of the war (September 1792 - April 1793)

the National Convention was divided into two groups, Girondins, whose intention was to set a

bourgeois republic in France and spread Revolution all over Europe, and the Montagnards who

wanted to give the lower classes a greater share in political and economic powers, with its leader

as Robespierre.

The king was then condemned to death despite the efforts of the Girondins. The third

phase of the war (spring 1793) led to many conflicts, which were categorized by new french

defeats. The “first coalition” (group of most European countries) advanced, invading French

territories France was not able to protect, which strengthened the beliefs of extremists. Girondin

leaders were now supported by the National Convention and the Montagnards, by the

sans-culottes, who in order to meet the requirements of defense, decided to adopt a radical

economic and social policy, the Maximum. It consisted of taxing the rich, bringing national

assistance to the poor and disabled, declaring education free and compulsory, and ordering the



confiscation and sale of properties of the immigrants (those who started this new revolution).

This new ideal provoked violent reactions, and this opposition was broken up by the Reign of

Terror. This reign as a result entailed the arrest of at least 300,000 suspects of whom 17,000 were

sentenced to death, while more died in prisons or were killed without trial. All this was to

generate fear in all those who believed could oppose the ideals imposed by the Montagnards.

However, at the same time all these were occurring, the revolutionary government raised an

army composed of more than one million men. This led to the fourth phase of the war (spring

1794), where the French again occupied Belgium, which made the Terror and the economic and

social restrictions seem pointless. Consequently, in the National Convention in July 1794,

Robespierre was overthrown. After this fall, the Maximum was abolished, those laws no longer

applied and the efforts toward economic equality stopped. Then the National Convention started

a discussion on whether a new constitution was going to be set, during that time, a “White Terror

'' broke out but was rapidly crushed by Napoleon, and a few days later the National Convention

dispersed.

3.8 Information for Debate

3.8.1 Issues to be addressed

Financial Crisis - Debt

After waging many wars with the United Kingdom and aiding the American Revolution,

the French government is in debt from the money it used to pay for its soldiers; in addition to

that of her monarch and his household's extravagant spending. These debts have become

unmanageable due to an inefficient and discriminatory tax structure that disproportionately

burdened the Third Estate, which has been largely left without employment and famished as a

result of famines and droughts. Despite the fact that France is experiencing a financial crisis,

many aristocrats, especially those who are related to the French family, have continued to

squander, and some have even started to threaten to rebel in response to growing taxes and

church tithes. To solve this issue the National Constituent Assembly must reform the tax

structure, raise the state’s income, and come to an agreement with the church to retain nobles'

and clergy approval.



The fate of the Monarchy
Many members of the National Assembly have called for the absolute monarchist

household of King Louis XVI to be limited in power as it has shown to be ineffective and

responsible for a large number of issues that have beset the state. On the one hand, some wished

for the monarchy to remain the same, hence aiming to keep an absolute monarchy system and for

it to govern as it had done before the revolution. This especially came from those forming part of

the “The Right” like the Emigres, and high-born citizens. However, plenty wants the king and his

family to be permanently exiled and brought before the people they have failed. This mostly

came from people from the Third Estate, or those King Louis had wronged; many of these were

radicals and would not accept another outcome other than the one they proposed. Nevertheless,

some individuals aimed for the king to remain within the state as a constitutional monarchy.

Meaning that he would still have a court, just that instead of ruling the country, he’d be a symbol

more than anything. It is vital to note that given the political unrest, the Assembly has significant

influence, therefore the deputies' desired response to the Royal Question will depend on their

individual positions and interests. Whether or not the authority of the king is reinstated or a new

government of the people is created, solely depends on the Assembly and a majority of its deputy

members.

The fate of the Clergy
The Edict of Tolerance issued by King Louis XVI in 1787 allowed non-Catholic

communities like Jews and Protestants to publicly practice in France and to execute legal

marriages without the assistance of the Catholic church. The Catholic church continued to hold

an excessive degree of authority inside the state despite the steps taken to liberalize French ties

with the church. They had more voting rights than the Third Estate and owned the most property

in all of France, leaving a few forums for the Church's eroding support. Additionally, the Clergy

had to pay no taxes, and could basically do as they pleased with their expenditures. Furthermore,

numerous nobles also held negative opinions of the church, mostly because the church managed

to avert a financial crisis by increasing tithes among both ordinary people and nobles at higher

rates.



International Relations
The issues of France have not gone unnoticed by Europe and America. On the one hand,

nations such as Great Britain met the Revolution with a mixed reception. The majority of people,

notably the nobility, condemn the revolution and worry that its values may spread from France

throughout Europe. Therefore, sabotaging the Revolution is in the social and political interests of

the British. However, pamphlets such as A Vindication of the Rights of Man, published by Mary

Wollstonecraft, attacked aristocracy and advocated republicanism; representing the lower class of

Britain’s opinion. Prussia, although somewhat sympathetic towards the French, still recognizes

how it holds great danger over the ideals across the rest of Europe. On the one hand, maintaining

relations with France could end the Austria-French alliance, but on the other, ignoring the

revolution could cause one within their own nation. Therefore, Britain and Prussia both move to

take advantage of the situation to ensure that their institutions of the monarchy will not fall into

the same protest as in France. Taking another approach, Austria had vowed to leave France

alone, and not intervene in their affairs. This comes from Kaunitz, an Austrian diplomat who

noted how in being embroiled in a revolution, France would not be a serious player in

international affairs for some time, thus eliminating very serious threats. As the Revolution

shared many of the same values that motivated the American War of Independence, such as

Republicanism, the cause was supported by The United States (despite some mixed receptions in

congress). However, groups like the American Federalist Party caution against France taking a

violent and extremist course.

To maintain global safety, the representatives must decide on a course through this. Work

to convince the European foreign powers that you can govern the populace, or make a firm

decision to protect the people's revolt from outside interference. To safeguard France and its

interests, both call for the creation of a National Guard. Raising peasant armies poses the risk of

future unrest and the arming of revolutionaries while mercenaries and standing armies need

resources the state lacks. The Assembly and its deputies will thus need to weigh both equally and

take them into account.

Famine



In 1788, the French populace was mostly left to starve due to drought and hail storms

since even those who could afford to buy food had no one to offer it to. There needs to be

agricultural reform in France even though resolving the financial crisis would increase the

number of people who can afford bread. Under a feudalist system that employs serfs to produce

food that would subsequently be sold to the same commoners who raised it, a large portion of the

grains and products produced in the nation is held by nobles. The Representatives will be tasked

with resolving the famine/grain issue as National Assembly members. By doing so, it will be

determined whether peasants receive aid in their revolt or not.

Keeping public upheaval at bay
France is currently experiencing a crisis and hunger, and many peasants have started to

revolt and criticize the French government. The problems brought on by this ineffective

administration have the greatest impact on members of the Third Estate. Both the public and

those in the National Assembly hold revolutionary ideals. Additionally, during the French

Revolution, freedom of expression and overall journalism was at an all-time high, allowing the

general public to voice their opinions and hear that of others. Newspapers and pamphlets like Les

Actes des Apotres, L'Ami du Peuple, Bulletin des Lois, Courrier d'Avignon, Courrier de

l'Égypte, La Gazette (France), Journal de Malte, Le Père Duchesne, and more; all conveyed

ranging points of view, from radical critiques, to utter appraisal for anything that was going on at

the time. Furthermore, revolutionary spirits were also high, and people no longer feared being

part of riots, protests, etc; quite the opposite they took part in them often. However, they do not

come without reason, with all their moves and attacks being fueled by what the general public

believed to be utter injustices. (Like the lack of rights for the common classes) Both combined

offer a grave threat to the success of the Assembly, as any opposition could easily lead to

bloodbaths and more upheaval within France. The representatives must find a way to keep

revolutionary chaos at bay, while still ensuring the needs of the people are met.

Public Reception
Although not a specific issue per se, it is still vital that any decision or decree published

and implemented by the Assembly is well received. As has been previously mentioned France

was going through a time of complete chaos; with nationwide famine, and social, political, and



economic disarray. As such, if the decrees are met with hostility it could easily lead to events like

those that occurred between 1791 -1793, in which the lack of approval for the assemblies

ultimately led France into a dictatorship of radical ideals. Therefore, representatives must work

together to ensure the following

1. The Assembly has authority and is respected

2. Each decree is fully implemented without much backlash

3. The Assembly doesn’t cause further damage between the French and their nation

3.8.2 Key Political Blocks

From a general point of view, the political division within the National Constituent

Assembly was the right and the left. On the one hand, the right were known as traditionalists,

seeking to keep old ideas and inner workings. On the other hand, the left was known as

Anti-realists and revolutionaries, aiming for a new government in which the old regime was to

be abolished. However, within the right and left they were both radicals and more moderate

Representatives,  creating an even bigger and more detailed division of political point of view.

By the time the Bastille had been taken, censorship of ideas was non-existent allowing

anyone, rich or poor, man or woman to voice their opinions freely. This boosted the evolution of

political groups, with more meetings and actions taking place. Eventually, these political groups

would become quite exclusive and would require applications and careful consideration for

acceptance.

Jacobins

The first club to truly emerge was known as the Jacobins, which was consolidated in

1789. The third estate included a sizable number of Jacobins. The sans-culottes, a well-known

group of working-class peasants who resorted to political violence to advance their agenda, were

another group the Jacobins had a close relationship with. The Jacobins had a lot of republican

beliefs and desired to restrict the king's power. The group fought for the right to vote for all men,

for equal access to education, and for the separation of religion and state. Louis de Saint-Just and

Maximilien Robespierre were prominent Jacobin leaders.



Girondins

The Girondins were not a club in any form. They were a collection of vocal Legislative

Assembly members who later joined the Convention. They were given its name in honor of

Gironde department speakers. All were members of the Jacobin Club until being expelled in the

fall of 1792. They didn't create any sort of oppositional group or political party, but they were all

against Paris's influence on the National Convention. Finally, in June 1793, the capital's radicals

were successful in getting 29 delegates who were known to be Girondins ejected. In response

several provinces began a ‘Federalist Revolt’, but it only sealed the fate of the deputies, who

were executed in 1793, protesting their deep commitment towards libertarian ideals of the

Revolution.

Cordeliers

In 1790, the Society of the Friends of the Rights of Man and the Citizen—later known as

the Cordeliers—was founded. Since the outset, they have been more radical than the Jacobins,

accepting everyone—including women—and advocating for a more democratic vote. Since they

were behind the republican petition that divided the Jacobins in June 1791, many of the

Cordeliers were killed when the National Guard opened fire on the petitioners in the July

"Massacre at the Champ de Mars." When the group's leaders were imprisoned and executed in

1794 for defying the Convention's norms, the organization withered. When the Terror was

finished, the club went through the same, ultimately lethal persecution as the Jacobins.

Feuillants

Following Louis XVI's effort to leave Paris in June 1791, republicanism increased. The

bulk of the Paris Jacobins disagreed with the petition to remove the king and broke away to join

the Feuillants, a monarchical society. Most of the Jacobins who were given the opportunity to

join their party turned it down. The Jacobins' rump survived thanks to Robespierre's efforts while

they temporarily discarded their republican ideals. The Feuillants were committed to upholding

the monarch and ensuring the success of the constitution, but their exclusivism and moderation

hindered them from becoming as well-liked as the resurgent Jacobins. Membership rapidly

declined, and once the monarchy ended in 1789, their numbers dramatically dropped.



3.9 Expectations for Debate

This committee is vastly different from any other committees, in any Model United

Nations. This will be a completely different topic to those COSMUN has had in the past, and

although the style of the committee is similar to the National Constituent Assembly differs

greatly from any other “convention” committee held in previous years. As such, it will challenge

you to debate in a different way than customary. Within the debate, one will have to negotiate,

have private lobby sessions, use maps, economics, etc. Therefore, we urge you to come prepared

both in previous events but also in what happened in real life. The point of the committee is to

rewrite history and leave France in a better position than it was left in, so understanding the

why’s and repercussions will be vital. However, it is of the utmost importance that each delegate

comes with an open mindset, eagerness, and excitement to take part in the debate.

5. Useful Resources

1. French Revolution events: https://www.history.com/topics/france/french-revolution

2. French Revolution detailed:

https://www.swansea.ac.uk/history/history-study-guides/the-long-and-short-reasons-for-w

hy-revolution-broke-out-in-france-in-1789/

3. French Revolution detailed: https://www.britannica.com/event/French-Revolution

4. Video on French Revolution: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qRZcXIODNU

5. Video on French Revolution:

https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/1600s-1800s/french-revolution-t

utorial/v/french-revolution-part-1

6. French Constitution of 1791:

https://wp.stu.ca/worldhistory/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2015/07/French-Constitution-of

-1791.pdf

6. QARMAS
1. What estate does your character belong to? What opinions do they hold towards

the other Estates?

https://www.history.com/topics/france/french-revolution
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/history/history-study-guides/the-long-and-short-reasons-for-why-revolution-broke-out-in-france-in-1789/
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/history/history-study-guides/the-long-and-short-reasons-for-why-revolution-broke-out-in-france-in-1789/
https://www.britannica.com/event/French-Revolution
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8qRZcXIODNU
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/1600s-1800s/french-revolution-tutorial/v/french-revolution-part-1
https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/world-history/1600s-1800s/french-revolution-tutorial/v/french-revolution-part-1
https://wp.stu.ca/worldhistory/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2015/07/French-Constitution-of-1791.pdf
https://wp.stu.ca/worldhistory/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2015/07/French-Constitution-of-1791.pdf


2. Is your character from any political club or has it taken any standpoint within

political ideals? How radical has he been?

3. How did the French Revolution affect your character and their Estate?

4. What do the Monarchy and Nobility have to gain with the failure of the

Assembly? What does the Third Estate have to gain with its success?

5. What social, economic, and political disputes is France battling at the time?

6. Has your character taken a stance or public position on any decrees or events that

took place? Which ones?

7. What decrees published by the Assembly proved to be most useful/prosperous?

8. What decrees from the other three constitutions showed to have good outcomes?

9. What are some ways that the Assembly could solve the issues proposed above?

(3.8.1)
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