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1. Letter from the Chair
1.1. President

Distinguished delegates;
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to the John F. Kennedy Crisis Committee this

COSMUN 2022, a critically complex office in charge of mitigating and responding to the crises
brought forth by the assasination of the American president. My name is Luciana Alzate and this
year, I have the honor of fulfilling the role of President for the committee.

Although this committee does not deal with current issues, it is an excellent opportunity
to develop skills of critical thinking and problem-solving. Most of the issues we face in our daily
lives catch us unaware, thus making the JFK Crisis Committee incredibly pertinent and
applicable to everyday life. Due to the unusual nature of the committee, this year’s COSMUN
will be challenging, but most importantly, incredibly rewarding. Hence, it is essential for you,
delegates, to be constantly prepared and try your hardest to work out the matters at hand.
Manuela, the Vice-President, and I expect nothing but excellence from you and hope we can
count on your passion, wit, determination, and creativity to make the discussion captivating and
worthwhile. Your commitment and enthusiasm are of vital importance to the committee’s
success.

I would like to invite you all to take full advantage of this event as participating in it can
truly be life changing. The Columbus School MUN can not only provide academic and scholarly
gain, but it can also lead to personal growth, and empowerment by making you responsible
citizens with a strong sense of community. I hope you can use this MUN as the great opportunity
it is and are able to make the most out of it.

In this guide, you will find useful information regarding the committee; yet, we urge you
to dig deeper and come fully prepared to debate and defend your position strongly. Know that the
Vice-President and I have worked our hardest to provide you with all the necessary tools for your
success and that we are here to help and assist you; do not hesitate to contact us should any
doubts or questions arise. I wish you the best of luck in COSMUN 2022 and look forward to
seeing you all.

Warm regards,
Luciana Alzate Penagos
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President of JFK Crisis

1.2. Vice President

Honorable delegates,
Welcome to the John F. Kennedy Crisis Committee in COSMUN 2022; my name is

Manuela Isaza and this year it is my pleasure and privilege to be your Vice-president. I am really
excited to work alongside all of you, to make this experience a great one.

I have dreamed of being part of the Chair since I first began to explore the MUN world. I
cannot express how much gratitude I have for this part of my life. Not only has it helped broaden
my horizons, but it has given me skills that have improved my academic and social life.
COSMUN has taught me many things about culture, about the world and its issues but most
importantly it has helped me grow as a person, to be more disciplined, more responsible, and
built up my confidence. With this being said, I want to invite you all to take the risk of
participating, and that someday you too will make great leaders and advocates of this world.

This year I am tremendously thrilled to work alongside Luciana Alzate, to make this
committee an unforgettable one. We expect you to come prepared and do your best, but most of
all enjoy the work we’ll do. We know that you are all outstanding individuals, that will deliver a
great debate, but nevertheless I want to remind you all that this is an academic space in which we
expect that you research, come with the best attitude and have an active participation. Don’t be
afraid to ask us any questions and remember to trust your skills.

If you have any concerns please contact us at our email listed above. I am delighted to
have you all in our committee, and wish you all the good luck!

Best regards,
Manuela Isaza Ramírez
Vice-President of JFK Crisis

2. Historical Context
2.1. The Cold War
The Cold War which started in 1947, consisted of the consequence that WWII left for the

world, as this was a conflict between the Soviet Union and the United States, which included
their corresponding allies. Once WWII was reaching its end the conflicts that the United states
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and Great Britain had against the Soviet Union began to unravel. In 1948 the Soviet Union began
to gain certain control over European countries by instituting left-wing governments.

Both the Americans and the British held fear and worry over what the Soviet Union
pretended to do with the growing power the left-wing governments began to have, and what this
meant for the democratic countries over the communist parties. The Soviets were determined to
gain absolute control over eastern europe to avoid any threat coming from Germany and they
wanted to spread their communist ideals worldwide.

In order to stop what the Soviet Union was doing with eastern european countries, the
United States and its european allies created the North Atlantic Treaty Organization which1

consisted of a unified military that would resist the Soviet Union and its presence in Europe. The
Cold War is also the reason why the Korean War broke out, as the Soviet Union began to use
nuclear weapons in 1949 ending the monopoly the United States held ever since the termination
of WWII.

The Korean War began on June 25, 1950, when 75,000 soldiers from the North Korean
People’s Army poured across the 38th parallel, the name given to the boundary between the
Soviet-backed Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to the north and the pro-Western Republic
of Korea to the south. The United States supported South Korea, while the Soviet Union allied
with the North. Although the war was an important demonstration of communism and what it
meant to live in a communist world it did not gain as much attention.

The war finalized in 1953 after the effort made by president Truman and the negotiations
he held with North Korea, South Korea and China, as they were also affected by what the war
had become in regards of terror and the threat that China held to start a full scale war if the US
ever step across the Yalu River. The negotiations agreed to ceasefire the war in the 38th parallel
and, allowed the prisoners of war to stay where they liked; drew a new boundary near the 38th
parallel that gave South Korea an extra 1,500 square miles of territory; and created a 2-mile-wide
“demilitarized zone” that still exists today.

2.2. The United States
Amid a series of conflicts such as the WWII, The Cold War, The Korean War and the

Vietnam War, The United States went through one of the most decisive movements. Before
Kennedy ever stepped into the presidential chair, the country was recovering and responding to

1 The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is also known as NATO
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what the post-war phase meant for The United States, and how this would affect its economy and
politics.

During the 1950s and the 1960s the United States began to gain recognition and power
worldwide, this was impacted with what was going internally, there were various movements and
developments that affected the country. There were many political movements such as the civil
rights movements, the wars that were fought during this time period, and others that were shaped
into more cultural social movements, this could be what is called the post war boom, pop culture
and other impacts that might have happened.

The United States gained respect, power and recognition after the ending of WWII as it
became part of one of the most influential countries in the world, not only was it because of their
participation and success to overthrow the Nazis but it also gave the country valuable allies and
connections. After the world experienced what segregation could do to a community, a group of
americans began their fight for equality and justice, this was also connected what african
americans had been fighting against racial segregation, this movement began to gain more power
and the voice of those who were determined to gain equality and make sure justice was being
declared. Some might describe this decade as a chance to change, not only did the United States
begin to experience a series of movements that impacted in some ways positive and others
negatives how the socio-economic and political views were viewed by civilians.

Undeniably, culture and politics has been and will always be key parts of how a
government and country is managed. The United States has been a constant power over
humanity ever since their independence, and it has helped evolution and change over the last
couple of decades. Movements such as the civil rights movement and also the repetitive conflict
that existed during the last 2 - 3 decades after WWII ended shaped the country.

The civil rights movement, was based on the fight for rights, justice, and equality for
african americans in the US, this movement can be seen back to the civil war, when slavery was
abolished in teh united states, but still there was no equality for afircan americans. Over the
course of the years people started to realize the important civil rights were for a healthy daily
life, not only was it something that every single civilian should have but it also showed respect
over the government’s nation. During WWII, most african americnas world as low-wage farmers
and were denid of the fact to fight for their country during teh war, this explicitly showed how
racial segregation was still happening. After Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 8802
on June 25, 1941, jobs were opened to every single American, disregarding their race, creed,
color or national origin. Still with the ability to participate and defend their country’s honor
discrimation was still present during the war. When the war ended, president Harry Truman
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initiated a civil rights agenda, and in 1948 issued Executive Order 9981 to end discrimination in
the military.

One of the most prominent cases of the fight for civil rights was Rosa Parks, an African
American woman who challenged the laws of white Americans who thought and believed that
they were superior to the balck race. She was arrested after refusing to give up her seat to a white
man, and is now considered the “mother of the modern day civil rights movement.'' The civil
rights movement provided a sense of liberty and freedom for those who were neglected by the
United States government, and additionally provided inspiration and example all around the
world.

2.3. American election of 1960
On November 8, 1960 John F. Kennedy became the youngest man ever to be elected

President of the United States, closely beating the Republican Vice President . He was also the
first Catholic to become president. JFK had 303 electoral votes & 34,227,096 popular votes,
while Nixon had 219 electoral votes & 34,107,646 popular votes.

Officially residential posturing began in August 1960, when the U.S. Congress
reconvened, after the political conventions had been concluded. Both nominees were important
figures in the session, which caused a politically charged atmosphere. As Vice President, Nixon
guided the Senate. He also was a key figure in determining Republican strategy in a Congress
that was controlled by the Democrats. As a senator from Massachusetts and as an author of the
minimum-wage bill that was one of the principal measures to be acted upon during the session,
Kennedy had an important stake in seeing to it that the achievements of the session were
substantial.

The legislative achievements of Congress were confused, thankfully, by the time the
traditional presidential campaign season kicked off on Labor Day in September, Nixon’s and
Kennedy’s responsibilities in Congress were all but forgotten. At the time, the presidential
campaign was the longest and the toughest ever held in the United States. Crisscrossing the
country on planes, trains, automobiles, and buses, Nixon and Kennedy were speaking, shaking
hands, and conferring with politicians from coast to coast for most of September, for all of
October, and for the seven days of November following the election.

When voters went to make their vote on November 7, the contest was close. In the
electoral college, Kennedy captured 303 votes (34 more than was required to win), while Nixon
won 219. The 14 uninvolved electors in Alabama and Mississippi and 1 pledged elector in
Oklahoma cast their votes for Sen. Harry F. Byrd, a Democrat from Virginia. Kennedy copped
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out a narrow victory in the popular vote, defeating Nixon by just under 117,000 votes. Overall,
Kennedy won 49.7 percent to Nixon’s 49.5 percent. The popular vote was the closest since 1884,
when Democrat Grover Cleveland defeated Republican James G. Blaine by only about 24,000
votes, which caused Kennedy to become the third person elected president in the 20th century
without winning a majority of the popular vote (joining Woodrow Wilson in 1912 and Harry S.
Truman in 1948; in 1968 Nixon would become the fourth person in the 20th century to win the
presidency without a majority).

However, once voting irregularities in Illinois and Texas appeared, many observers
doubted whether Kennedy had legally won those states, and some important Republicans
including Eisenhower, even urged Nixon to contest the results.

2.4. John F. Kennedy's Presidency

Domestic Policy
John F. Kennedy was 43 years old when elected in 1960 as the 35th president of the

United States. As president, Kennedy confronted ascending Cold War tensions in Cuba, Vietnam
and elsewhere. He also led a renewed drive for public service and also provided federal support
for the growing civil rights movements.

Throughout his first year in office, Kennedy directed the launch of the Peace Corps,
which would send young volunteers to underdeveloped countries all over the world.
Unfortunately, he was unable to achieve much of his proposed legislation during his lifetime,
specifically two of his biggest priorities: income tax cuts and a civil rights bill. Kennedy was
slow to commit himself to the civil rights cause, but was eventually forced into action, sending
federal troops to support the integration of the University of Mississippi after riots there left two
dead and many others injured. The following summer, Kennedy announced his intention to
propose a comprehensive civil rights bill and supported the massive March on Washington that
took place that August.

Kennedy was a very popular president, both at home and abroad; his brother Bobby
served as his Attorney General, while the youngest Kennedy son, Edward (Ted), was elected to
Jack’s former Senate seat in 1962. Jackie Kennedy, JFK’s wife, became an international icon of
style, beauty and sophistication, though stories of her husband’s numerous matrimonial
infidelities (and his personal association with members of organized crime) would later emerge
to complicate the Kennedys’ idyllic image.
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Kennedy’s Foreign Policy Challenges included an early crisis in the overseas affairs,
which occurred in April 1961, when he approved the plan to send 1,400 CIA-trained Cuban
exiles in an amphibious landing at the Bay of Pigs in Cuba. Though it planned to stimulate a
rebellion that would overthrow the communist leader Fidel Castro, the mission failed, with
nearly all of the exiles captured or killed. That June, Kennedy met with Soviet leader Nikita
Khrushchev in Vienna to discuss the city of Berlin, which had been divided after World War II
between Allied and Soviet control. Two months later, East German troops began fabricating a
wall to divide the city. Kennedy sent an army convoy to reassure West Berliners of U.S. support,
and would deliver one of his most famous speeches in West Berlin in June 1963. JFK fought
again with Khrushchev in October 1962 during the Cuban Missile Crisis. After learning that the
Soviet Union was constructing a number of nuclear and long-range missile sites in Cuba that
could present a threat to the continental United States, he later announced a naval blockade of
Cuba.

The tense draw remained for nearly two weeks before Khrushchev agreed to deconstruct
Soviet missile sites in Cuba in return for America’s promise not to invade the island and the
removal of U.S. missiles from Turkey and other sites close to Soviet borders. In July 1963,
Kennedy won his greatest foreign affairs victory when Khrushchev agreed to join him and
Britain’s Prime Minister Harold Macmillan in signing a nuclear test ban treaty. In Southeast
Asia, however, Kennedy’s desire to restrain the spread of communism led him to develop U.S.
involvement in the conflict in Vietnam, even as he privately expressed his concern over the
situation.

Foreign Policy
John F. Kennedy's administration focused mainly on ending the Cold War and preventing

something similar from happening again. His foreign policy is considered to be the best and
brightest. As the main focus for Kennedy’s administration was to prevent war or any conflict that
might spark up again, he created a flexible response to it which was managed by defense
secretary Robert McNamara, this strategy relied on conventional arms to achieve limited goals.
With this the United States special operations forces were expanded which specified in various
conflicts. Additionally he build-up the nuclear arsenal to gain advantage over the Soviet Union.

Foreign policy was mainly dominated by American confrontations with the Soviet Union,
which began with the tension known as the Cold War. Like his predecessors, Kennedy adopted
the policy of containment, which purported to stop the spread of Communism. The United States
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focused on granting security and services in order to prevent communist ideals from rising and
generating a worldwide conflict which could lead to WWIII.

The Cuban missile crisis was an event that led to an almost nuclear war, and was a
confrontation between the United States and the Soviet Union, with this Kennedy first began his
understanding of the importance of a foreign policy and how it benefited his presidential term.
The Cuban Missile Crisis was Kennedy's first success as he managed to end the conflict with the
Soviet Union before it reached a nuclear threat and led to a war. The conflict first began with the
Bay of Pigs invasion which was supposed to prevent the crisis from even beginning, the invasion
was conducted by the CIA in which they trained Cuban exiles to return to Cuba and fight Fidel
Castro’s communist revolution which was beginning in Cuba. Once the Cuban exiles reached the
country they were immediately confronted by Fidel Castro’s army and defeated resulting in the
death of 114 exiles and 1,198 captured. Although the conflict eventually ended 1 month later
with The United States victory, they couldn't overthrow Fidel Castro’s communist regime.

Kennedy’s party was initially focused on the economic expansion that could happen after
the downfall that was world war II. He wished America to resume its old mission to fight for
human rights. With the Alliance for Progress and the Peace Corps, he brought American idealism
to the aid of developing nations. Furthermore, his goal was to be in “a world of law and free
choice, banishing the world of war and coercion.” His administration thus saw the beginning of
new hope for both the equal rights of Americans and the peace of the world.

2.5. Assasination
Kennedy died on November 22, 1963 in the Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas,

Texas.
On November 21, 1963, President Kennedy went on a two-day, five-city fundraising trip

to Texas with his wife, Jacqueline Kennedy, and Vice President Johnson. The trip was also likely
planned as an attempt to help bring together a clashing Democratic Party in a state that was
fundamental to Kennedy’s chances for reelection in 1964. Although Adlai Stevenson, the U.S.
Ambassador to the United Nations and a liberal icon had been confronted by highly upset
protesters a month earlier during a visit to Dallas (a city with a right-leaning press and the locus
of much anti-Kennedy feeling), the president was kindly welcomed at his first two stops, San
Antonio and Houston, as well as at Fort Worth, where the presidential party spent the night of
November 21.

The next morning, after giving a speech in a parking lot in front of the hotel in which he
had stayed and then speaking again at a Fort Worth Chamber of Commerce breakfast, Kennedy
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and his party made a short flight to Dallas’s Love Field airport. After Dallas, the final stop on the
trip was scheduled to be Austin. At the airport, the President and First Lady shook hands with
members of a friendly crowd before boarding the backseat of a customized open convertible to
ride with Democratic Texas Gov. John Connally and his wife (who sat in jump seats in front of
the Kennedys) to the president’s next stop, the Trade Mart, where Kennedy was scheduled to
deliver another speech. An estimated 200,000 people lined the roughly 10-mile (16-km) route to
the Trade Mart.

As the caravan turned southwest on Elm Street and began traveling through Dealey Plaza
on the edge of downtown Dallas, the president’s convertible passed the multistory Texas School
Book Depository building. Shortly after, at about 12:30 PM, shots rang out. A bullet hit the neck
of the president, and entered through his throat, and then (according to the Warren Report)
passed through Governor Connally’s shoulder and wrist, eventually hitting his thigh. Another
bullet banged Kennedy in the back of the head. The caravan rushed to nearby Parkland Memorial
Hospital, reaching it quickly; however, doctors’ efforts were pointless. Kennedy was officially
declared dead at 1:00 PM. Connally survived his wounds.

3. Present situation (November 24th, 1963)
3.1. The United States
John F. Kennedy was assassinated November 22nd of 1963, this led to an immediate

change for what was known as American politics. Kennedy in 1960 would not be a man who was
going to change the world, his initial office was not prepared to lead or to fix what was
happening, on the other hand the John F. Kennedy of 1963 was a man who would be able to
change the world for the better, he was someone who worked diligently into making a change
and leaving a positive change. American politics, although destabilized, did continue to follow
what Kennedy had planned to do before the tragic situation. Many politicians argued that indeed
Kennedy would have been able to lead a change and improve the American situation. His
assination did not significantly alter America's future but did help shape it for the better. As
Kennedy was on the verge of important accomplishments such as the Cold War, the tax cuts and
the civil rights bill, the presidential administration and the congress were still left with work to
do after his death. Instead of turning against communists, many American leaders turned against
America, and this had a transformative effect on American politics. New York Times columnist
James Reston, the dean of American journalism, said Kennedy’s assassination was a symptom of
a sick society. The distinguished historian Arthur Schlesinger Jr., an aide in the Kennedy White
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House, said that Kennedy’s death was evidence that America was an overly violent society.
American citizens lost faith and confidence in the nation's institutions. One of the biggest
impacts left after Kennedy's assasination was the immediate climb of the democratic party,
particularly democratic left, in which politics began to show and support left-winged alternatives
to the government. Other politics began to revolutionize liberal alternatives to the political gain
of democrats. In general, John F. Kennedy’s assasination became a gate to many changes in
American political matters as well as public ones too.

3.2. The rest of the world

Political Impact
As it was previously stated, John F. Kennedy was more than just a politician. Him, his

wife, and children made a huge impact all around the world and in their country, they became a
well known symbol that will never be forgotten. As it was said by Brandon H. Grove, Jr., Former
Ambassador to the Democratic Republic of Congo: “Much has been said about the shock and
grief that followed not only in our country but all over the world. Kennedy was the post-war
symbol of a revitalized America, a leader determined to move forward at home and abroad on
the issues of his day. His style, wit and elegance, his wife and children, captivated the media who
made him larger than life and ignored his foibles….When he died, so, once again, did American
innocence and a large piece of our native optimism….As individuals, we seem to have shorter
time for being young.”

There were a series of interviews all around the world that talked about how they
remember the exact moment when they were told about this tragic event, and how that shaped
their country in the following years. Starting with Europe; in Austria, William Bodde, Jr stated,
“Jack Kennedy was assassinated while we were in Vienna and there was a tremendous
outpouring of grief and sympathy… Thousands of people came to the embassy to sign the
condolence book….One of my most vivid memories of that time was the memorial mass for
Kennedy held in St. Stephen’s Cathedral…”

In Germany, Lucian Heichler said, “...Theaters closed. Movie houses closed. Restaurants
closed. Bars closed. The city died… Nobody — but nobody — was prepared for the reaction of
the Berliners — that once these condolence books had been placed in strategic locations, people
would line up for days on end and blocks on end to sign them, millions of signatures. We got
condolence notes from strangers, from neighbors, from waitresses who had once worked a
cocktail party for us…”
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In France, James D. Phillips stated, “As I got close to the drug store just across the street
from the Arc I could see several hundred people milling about outside and they were all sobbing,
these were French people, and I thought the news must be really bad. Of course by then they
knew he was dead. So that is how I learned. Everyone remembers where they were that day. I
was moved by the French reaction, by the outpouring of grief. I was at the requiem mass at Nôtre
Dame which de Gaulle attended. It is indelibly etched in my mind.”

For the statement in the USSR, Thompson R. Buchanan said, “The Russians treated this
as though we had killed their leader. In a certain sense he was, for he was their ideal, the sort of
young leader they would have liked to have had. So, there were recriminations from people in
the streets of how we could have allowed this to happen. Khrushchev came and signed the
condolence book at the embassy. It was a very moving period. Consular affairs, of course, had a
flap to find out what they could on Oswald, pull out the file. But the Soviet press didn’t publish it
for obvious reasons. We, on the political side, never thought this was a KGB plot to kill
Kennedy. We just thought Oswald was a nut.”

As for Asia; In India, Ernestine S. Heck stated, “President Kennedy’s death had a
tremendous impact [on India]….I for the next three years was the deputed person to go out and
meet Indians of all types and levels of society and education, who came in bearing the most
extraordinary range of gifts for Mrs. Kennedy usually, sometimes for the United States in
general. These were almost always things that were handmade, and they were about President
Kennedy or pictures of President Kennedy, articles about President Kennedy, poems to Mrs.
Kennedy or to the children. I have seen his face woven into cloth, painted on things,
wood-crafted, just an extraordinary range from the sublime to the ridiculous, but all very
heartfelt. We had a memorial service for him in the Anglican cathedral in town. The mob was
tremendous. The church was absolutely packed, and there were people outside, and everyone
wearing white. White in India is the color of mourning. People stopped you on the street to say
how sorry they were. No, the outpouring from India was absolutely tremendous. President
Kennedy grabbed the imagination of the world, certainly of the Asian world in a way that
perhaps no one else had done, as far as I know, up till that time….We were joined by the love of
many, many thousands of people in Bombay over the death of President Kennedy.”

In Japan, Elden B. Erickson said, “The conference was canceled and I immediately went
back to Osaka. There was the most remarkable outpouring of sympathy I have ever seen in my
life. The Japanese, who never show emotion, would come up to you and cry and say how sorry
they were to hear about the President. We had a service in Osaka and one in Kobe. Absolutely
jammed packed. It is hard to think that the Japanese who are unemotional normally, would
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express themselves like that.” Middle East; In Yemen, Robert Theodore Curran stated, “Not only
were the Americans struck, but the Yemenis were terribly, terribly affected. And we had a
condolence book at the chargé’s house, Jim Cortada’s house, and I think it took us three days to
accommodate all the people who wanted to express their grief. Guests cried and tore their hair. I
suppose there were two reasons. One is that they saw America as kind of being the “great hope
of the world,” as it were. And I think Kennedy came across generally to the world as a new spirit
in international relations. So it was a very, very sad time, and the Yemenis were casting around
for some way to honor the fallen President, and they fixed on the city water system for Taiz. And
after a debate, the Kennedy family agreed, so there still exists in Taiz the John F. Kennedy
Municipal Water System.” Africa; In Sudan, William M. Rountree said, “I left immediately for
the Embassy and turned on the radio….Even as I listened to those early reports before President
Kennedy’s death was actually confirmed, Sudanese — this was late at night — came to the
Chancery door to express condolences. Many of them were weeping. Within hours, every taxi in
Khartoum had a black banner on its radio aerial. It was evident that people were not merely
giving lip service, but felt his death very deeply and emotionally.”

And finally in Latin America; In Guatemala, Dr. Dorothy Dillon stated, “The
Guatemalans started to pour into our office in the USIA and pour into the embassy expressing
their condolences and asking what had happened and could we explain it. It was simply a
tremendous outpouring of sorrow and shock in the country. I didn’t leave Guatemala till January
of 1966, and between November of ’63 and January 1966, I cannot tell you how many
ceremonies and inaugurations I attended of schools, libraries, clubs, etc., all named in honor of
John F. Kennedy…”

And in Colombia, Lawrence P. Taylor said, “I’ll never forget it. I think that community
and every community I knew of or later heard about in rural Colombia seemed to be as affected
by that event as America was, and I still remember the endless lines of mules and horses and
people that walked out of the countryside to come in and tell us, who were the only Americans
they knew, how sorry they were and that in this Catholic country they all burned candles on the
night after, when people knew that he had died. The whole countryside, as far as an eye could
see, was full of candles. There’s no electricity out there, but every little hut for as far as the eye
could see had lit a candle in remembrance of President Kennedy. It was, in a depressing sense,
kind of a magical moment.” JFK’s death affected the whole world, even the most remote places.
It affected politics, economy, and history. It slowed down the lives of thousands, who felt the loss
as if it were their own relative… as if he was a close friend they lost too early.
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Legitimate Impact on the United States
Kennedy’s death led to the plausible conspiracy theories that were spread around the

world, some said that there were two gunmen which were part of an even bigger conspiracy that
were threatening the white house. After the civil rights movement was eventually passed while
Lydon B. Johnson’s office continued the work for détente, Kennedy was starting. His death put
an end to third-party efforts to normalize relations with Cuba. Some argue that his work on the
evolution of American politics and the relation it began to have between other countries,
would’ve brought great things to the United States under Kennedy's name. The British reacted
with the same grief as the Americans to a life cut short, to the cruel death of a young man whose
vigor and youth contrasted so markedly with the contemporary political leaders of an older
generation: De Gaulle, Adenauer and Macmillan.

Since John F. Kennedy died, he permanently transformed American politics, thrusting the
nation toward a long overdue, reckoning of democracy's painful history of violence and racism.
For a brief moment, Kennedy's death produced a kind of national unity not seen since World War
II, opening up political space in order for Lyndon B. Johnson, the new named president, to push
through what Kenedy wanted to do, in regards to watershed civil rights and voting rights
legislation. His sudden death set the american government to create and develop a historic
legislation to expand american democracy, and indirectly affecting how the united states was
viewed by others. The United States legitimacy was affected in a way, in which they only saw
chaos and uncertainty, before Lyndon B. Johnson ever gathered power and control over the
country. Eventually it was replaced again under the certainty that political and external relations
were still held intact even after Kennedy’s tragic death.

4. Members of the Committee

4.1. Jaqueline Kenedy
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis was John F. Kennedy’s wife and served as the First Lady of

the United States during his presidency. Highly regarded as a fashion and culture icon, Jackie
was able to connect with the masses and make her way into America’s heart. Furthermore, her
construction of the ‘ideal First Lady’ helped the United States in regards to foreign policy and
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international relationships (in part because she was fluent in English, Spanish, French and
Italian). Although she wasn’t heavily involved in policy making and social change, Jackie’s
strong connection with the Americans is of vital importance in this time of crisis. During times
of fear and uncertainty, people look to those they admire and trust for guidance.

4.2. Lyndon B. Johnson
Vice-President at the time of Kennedy’s assassination, Lyndon B Johnson took on the role

of President immediately following the former’s death. Compared to Kennedy’s warmth and
charisma, Johnson was often perceived as brusque and crude, meaning he had enormous shoes to
fill upon Kennedy’s death. However, he was well prepared in matters of foreign policy and
national security since the President kept him busy as his second in command. A huge wave of
grief over Kennedy’s death further helped him gain momentum when he promised to carry out
Kennedy’s plans. Due to his rapid ascent to power, he was subject of some conspiracy theories
regarding the murder of President Kennedy.

4.3. Robert McNamara
Robert McNamara was the United States Secretary of Defense under John F. Kennedy.

Before joining the President’s cabinet, McNamara was a business executive; when appointed, he
told the President he knew nothing about government, to which Kennedy famously replied, “We
can learn our jobs together. I don't know how to be president either.” During his term in office,
he was most famous for advocating for the Vietnam War and escalating tensions between the two
nations. However, his actions in the Cold War were characterized by being smart and
premeditated, protecting the US from being caught unaware. However, Kennedy’s death is an
event that surprised everybody, leaving McNamara unprepared in the face of war.

4.4. Henry M. Jackson
Henry M. Jackson was a US Representative and a US Senator. Known for his liberal,

anti-communist ideas, he was a strong supporter of increased spending in the Cold War. He also
worked for civil and human rights, playing an important role within Congress in the civil rights
movement. His concern for the environment was also notable. A well-respected politician, he
was Kennedy’s first choice when considering a Presidential running mate; Lyndon B. Johnson
later replaced him because JFK became convinced a southerner would get them more votes.
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Prior to his political career, Henry Jackson joined the army to help the Allied powers in World
War II, thus giving him first-hand experience with war.

4.5. J. Edgar Hoover
As the first Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), Hoover is credited with

making the FBI a large crime-fighting agency. By introducing new technologies and systems to
the Bureau such as a centralized fingerprint file and forensic laboratories, he revolutionized it.
He was often found in the midst of controversy since people complained he failed to address hate
crimes, especially against African Americans. Through his job, Hoover gained incredible power
in the form of information, creating rumors that Presidents did not fire him because of the secrets
he knew. Upon Kennedy’s assassination, he became among those tasked with investigating the
murders.

4.6. John William McCormack
John William McCormack was a Democrat who went on to become Speaker of the House

of Representatives. Early in his career, he endorsed the New Deal and was heavily involved in
World War II. Later, during Kennedy’s presidency, he was a staunch supporter of the Great
Society movements which included civil rights, education and health care. He was also a strong
anti-communist and thus supported the Cold War vehemently. His antiqued views caused many
young leaders to question his leadership.

4.7. Dean Rusk
Dean Rusk served as the Secretary of State under John F. Kennedy. As Secretary of State,

he was in charge of foreign policy. A supporter of diplomatic efforts during the Cuban Missile
Crisis, he was initially known for his avoidance of war; recordings show his contributions to the
discussion avoided a nuclear war. However, he soon became an avid supporter of the Vietnam
War, and became known as one of its strongest advocates. Thus, he became known for his
support of military action to combat communism. After Kennedy’s death, it was Rusk’s job to
avoid international conflict and make sure the US wasn’t vulnerable in the eyes of enemies.

4.8. Dean Acheson
Dean Acheson served as Secretary of State, not under John F. Kennedy, but under

President Harry S. Truman. However, he was heavily involved in the Cold War, and is famous
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for convincing Harry S. Truman to intervene in the Korean War. In the early 1960s, he was called
by Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson to aid with the Cuban Missile Crisis. He was a strong
believer in the importance of the Cold War, often instigating conflict and interventions. His
primary reason was a strong aversion to totalitarianism. Although not a member of Kennedy’s
government, his expertise regarding the Cold War will help mitigate the impact of the President’s
assassination.

4.9. John McCone
John McCone was the director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) at the time of

John F. Kennedy’s assassination. He was appointed to the office after his predecessor, Allen
Dulles, organized the Bay of Pigs invasion and failed. Within the CIA, McCone was responsible
for gathering, processing, and analyzing information concerning national security, meaning his
job was critically important during the Cold War. He thus coordinated and organized belligerent
groups across the world to overthrow and challenge governments the US did not agree with,
including Ecuador, Laos, and the Dominican Republic.

4.10. Henry Cabot Lodge Jr.
Henry Cabot Lodge Jr. was a United States senator and ambassador. In 1963, John F.

Kennedy appointed him to be the US Ambassador to South Vietnam. When Kennedy was
running for President, Cabot was on the Republican ticket along with , as the Vice-Presidential
candidate. Further, his relationship with Kennedy wasn’t ideal, since Kennedy had taken his seat
as the Massachusetts Senator in 1952, after beating him in the elections. Nonetheless, he was an
important, well-respected politician who held sway over many.

4.11. Maxwell D. Taylor
Maxwell D. Taylor was an American soldier who served in WWII. After the war, he was

appointed by John F. Kennedy as the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, which is the highest
rank and position within the US military. He was a fierce supporter of the President and trusted
his every decision. Furthermore, he was known for his integrity, sincerity, intelligence, and
diplomacy. His main concern during his term in office was dealing with events like the Bay of
Pigs invasion and other military involvements in communist regions.
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4.12. Thurgood Marshall
Thurgood Marshall was an American lawyer and civil rights activist. He argued many

cases before the Supreme Court including Brown v. Board of Education, which was a landmark
decision in terms of racial equality in the United States. In 1961, he was appointed by John F.
Kennedy to the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit. His contribution to the
civil rights movement was incredibly important since he took concrete actions to end oppression
and worked constantly towards equity.

4.13. Robert Kennedy
Robert Kennedy, brother of John F. Kennedy, was an American politician who served as

Attorney General during his brother’s presidency. He was a prominent member of the
Democratic party and slowly became the embodiment of modern liberalism. Further, he is
distinguished for his work regarding civil rights, organized crime, and foreign relationships with
Cuba, being a main figure in easing Cuban Missile Crisis tensions. As the closest advisor to the
President, Robert Kennedy had an important job within the government and was well-informed
of all that was happening in the country. The President’s death was both a personal and political
loss for him.

4.14. Earl Warren
Earl Warren was the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court at the time of Kennedy’s

assassination. His court was characterized by being revolutionary in terms of civil rights and the
liberal ideologies. Presiding over cases such as Brown v. Warren was in the majority on most of
these cases and truly made an impact on the lives of hundreds of Americans. He is considered
one of the most influential justices to have ever gone through the Supreme Court.

4.15. Dan H. Fenn, Jr.
Fenn worked as a staff assistant to fellow Crimson editor and U.S. President John F.

Kennedy ’40, who appointed him to the U.S. Tariff Commission in 1963. Before entering the
world of politics he worked at A paper, in which he reported on sports and World War II with a
keen sense of movement and drama. When Mr. Fenn became involved with the Kennedy Library
a few years later, the idea of a presidential library being more than a repository for papers and a
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museum of a former president’s artifacts was unconventional. His goal was to show how to
participate in government and politics.

4.16. Roy Kellerman
Roy Kellerman worked as John F. Kennedy’s bodyguard, he was a U.S. Secret Service

senior agent who was assigned to protect United States President John F. Kennedy when he was
assassinated on November 22, 1963 in Dallas. Roy Kellerman worked alongside Clint Hill to
protect the president's now deceased body, and the first lady, Jaqueline Kenndy of receiving
anymore firearm impacts. Right after the assasination Kellerman ordered the limousine to reach
the nearest hospital in which President Kennedy could be attended.

4.17. Byron White
Byron served as the Colorado state chair of John F. Kennedy's 1960 presidential

campaign and accepted appointment as the United States Deputy Attorney General in 1961. In
1962, President Kennedy successfully nominated White to the Supreme Court, and later
approved by a voice vote. During the Kennedy administration, White served as United States
Deputy Attorney General, the number two man in the Justice Department, under Robert F.
Kennedy.

4.18. C. McGeorge Bundy
McGeorge Bundy was part of the collective group of Kennedy’s advisors during the Cold

War, the Cuban Missile Crisis and the Vietnam War. He served in the United States Army during
the Second World War, participated in study groups on the Marshall Plan and became a member
of the Council on Foreign Relations. He was appointed National Security Advisor by Kennedy
on January 20, 1961. Bundy played a crucial role in all of the major foreign policy and defense
decisions of the Kennedy administration.

4.19. Richard Nixon
Richard Nixon served as vice president from 1953 - 1961. During the elections of 1960

Rciagrd and Kennedy fought against each other for the presidency, but Kennedy won a 303 to
219 Electoral College victory, and he won the national popular vote by 112,827, a margin of 0.17
percent. Nixon played a key role in Kennedy's first position of power, as well as his role as the
later president (1968). As Vice President, Nixon took on major duties in the Eisenhower
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Administration. During the elections against Kennedy, Nixon stayed mostly active with his
anticommunist comments and represented the Republicans, which shared ideals of what was
meant for the future of The United States of America. Nixon’s work was mainly focused on
détente with the People's Republic of China and the Soviet Union, easing Cold War tensions with
both countries. The election pf 196o mainly regarding debates and campaign promises followed
the experienced and teh inexperienced and who would actually be what the US needed not only
for general advnacements but also who would find the better outcome to the conflict with
U.S.S.R and the Space Race.

4.20. Theodore Sorensen
Theodore Sorensen served as attorney for the Federal Security Agency from 1951 to 1952 and
was a member of the staff of the Joint Committee on Railroad Retirement in the U.S. Senate in
1952. Under Senator John F. Kennedy, Sorensen served as staff assistant and speechwriter from
1953 to 1961, and as secretary of the New England Senators Conference from 1953 to 1959. He
served as Special Counsel to President Kennedy and, briefly, to President Lyndon B. Johnson,
from 1961 to 1964. Sorensen was one of President Kennedy's closest advisers and his primary
speechwriter.
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