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1. Letter from the Chair
1.1. Letter from the President

Honorable Delegates,

Welcome to the Historical Security Council in COSMUN. It is my honor and pleasure to

be your President this year so I greet you all. My name is María Jaramillo, an 11th grade student

at The Columbus School. This would be my third year participating as Chair Member in

COSMUN, but I have more experience in other external models.

I am very excited that this year all of us together will be able to experience this great new

opportunity. The Security Council is one of the most important committees in the UN, however,

we wanted to have some extra fun this year and try a historical point of view. Along with my

vice president Carolina we have prepared this committee to the last detail and are very excited to

share it with all of you.

For us to choose only one conflict during the past 70 years, among the hundreds that

there are was hard. We landed however on the Fall of the Soviet Union. As we all know the

Soviet Union was one of the greatest nations of the time, having a huge geographical area, great

political power, many cultures, high population, among many other factors. When it fell on

December 26, 1991 it was one of the greatest and most influential events of the century. It

completely changed and transformed Europe in geographical, economical, and political aspects.

But not only Europe but also the entire world. The fall of the USSR is also very well known to

have many events and factors that led up to it. That is why we thought best to split the topic in

two seeing that it is so vast.

I know it is a complex topic and having to understand the historical context will be a challenge,

but I know each and every one of you will do a great job. We have high expectations for all of

you and the committee too. Carolina and I are always available to answer any of your doubts,

and help you all throughout the process. Please contact us whenever you want. Good luck and

have fun.

Best regards



María Jaramillo Gutiérrez

President of HSC

1.2. Vice President

Esteemed delegates,

“Those that fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it.”

Winston Churchill

Welcome to this year’s COSMUN, and to the Historical Security Council. I would like to

extend the warmest welcome to you all. My name is Carolina Echavarría, and this year I have the

honor of being your Vice President.

This Committee was born from an idea I pitched along with my President María

Jaramillo, in order to have a little spin on the standard Security Council Model UN’s always

have. We know this committee needs lots of preparation, and historical background, and we

expect nothing less from you delegates to ensure the constant flow of the debate.

Whilst some people believe that you should never look back, others believe that our past

experiences can be great fuel for our desired futures. During these three days of debate, you will

face the important and tough task of rewriting history while taking into account the ideals of the

government you represent. This year, we will be tackling the fall of the Soviet Union, one of the

most important events in history due to the events that unchained because of it, including the

change from communism to democracy in Eastern Europe.

We have high expectations for this committee, and expect nothing less but the best

preparation for it. I hope you all enjoy this amazing experience and see this as an opportunity to

grow academically and personally. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me or

María.

Best regards,

Carolina Echavarría González

Vice-President of HSC



2. Introduction to the committee
2.1. History
The Security Council is one of the most important committees in the United Nations,

since its establishment it has served in hundreds of world conflicts and intervened in major

issues. Although the United Nations was officially founded in 1945, the Security Council goes

back to Washington 1944 where delegations of China, United States, and the United Kingdom

wished to create a union that would seek world peace and international security. It was officially

founded once the United Nations was established and held its first conference in London, UK

January 17, 1946.

2.2. Purpose
As it was previously mentioned, the Security Council’s main purpose and primary

responsibility is to ensure the maintenance and stability of world peace and security. In order to

sustain peace and security, the Security Council is in charge of acknowledging a threat to world

peace and consequently taking peaceful measures that can cease the existence of such a threat.

These measures can include the authorization of the use of force or the council can even impose

sanctions.

2.3. Relevant information
The UNSC (United Nations Security Council), is the only UN body with the authority to

issue binding resolutions on member states according to Article 25 of the UN charter which

states “the Members of the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the

Security Council in accordance with the present Charter” (United Nations Charter). This

basically means that regardless of what member states think about the binding resolutions

presented on the Security Council, they are compelled to accept and carry these resolutions if

they are accepted and taken as official decisions in the UNSC.



On the other hand, the Security Council is also charged with the responsibility of

recommending the admisión of new UN members to the General Assembly, in addition to

approving any changes to the UN Charter.

Additionally, the Security Council’s resolutions are reinforced with UN peacekeepers,

and military resources provided by members of the council as well as the UN budget.

Finally, the UNSC consists of 15 of which five are permanent (United States of America,

People’s Republic of China, Russian Federation, the French Republic and the United Kingdom

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland). These five countries are also considered vetoes and

gained their status of being the “Great Powers,” after emerging victorious in WWII. The Great

Powers can veto any resolution therefore considering it invalid and not allowing it to pass, as

well as any admisión of new members to the General Assembly and nominees for the office of

Secretary General.

3. Topic A: The Fall of the Soviet Union (1986-1991)

3.1. Introduction to the topic
The Soviet Union, full name being Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), was the

socialist superpower state located in Eastern Europe. It began as a federal union of 15 socialist

and communists states of the region, becoming the first Marxist-Communist state of the world. It

was also the largest country in the world with a 22.4 million km squared area in total. Stretching

from territories of the Baltic sea and Black sea, all the way to the Pacific Ocean. After

overthrowing the great Romanov Monarchy in Russia and emerging from the disastrous civil

war, the USSR was formed on December 30, 1922. It quickly became a world superpower due to

its size, influence, and economical advantage. Being one of the most important countries in the

world, the collapse of it was one of the greatest events of the XX century. After countless

disastrous events, civil wars, and independence revolutions from conforming states, on

December 26, 1991 the dissolution of the Soviet Union was declared. The conforming states of



the Soviet Union were Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Belorussia, Uzbekistan, Armenia, Azerbaijan,

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia.

For years this socialist republic was not only an active participant in the cold war, but was

also discovered to be a center of corruption, spying, and malice. Events such as the fall of the

Berlin wall, the explosion of the Chernobyl power plant, political differences, economic

problems, among many others led to the dissolution of this huge empire. The fall of this republic

was one of the greatest events of the 20th century as it not only reorganized half of Europe

geographically, but also changed culture, politics, trade partners, systems of economies, and

much more. Additionally, it nearly destroyed communism. After the dissolution almost all the

independent states changed their constitutions and political systems to more democratic ways.

For democratic states such as The United States of America, The United Kingdom, and France

this was a huge advantage especially after the Cold War.

During the 1960s and 1970s, the Communist Party leadership increased in riches and

power at a rapid rate, while millions of ordinary Soviet residents were starving. The Soviet

Union's rush to industrialize at any cost led to food and consumer goods shortages on a regular

basis. Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, bread queues were prevalent. Basic necessities such as

clothing and shoes were frequently unavailable to Soviet residents.

3.2. History
For centuries, the Russian Empire was ruled by the Romanov monarchy. However, due to

terrible leadership, famine, and extreme living conditions for citizens the Romanovs were

overthrown by the public after bloodshed and war. In February, 1917 the revolution against the

monarchy began. It was chaos and violence all around for months. That same year, the people

were able to overthrow the monarchs and establish their own communist state. Although Russia

was now a republic it had a huge civil war against the Bolsheviks government. The Red army

controlled by Bolshevik completely destroyed the opposing army called the White Army, created

by the people. This period of time was known as the Red Terror. The civil war in Russia led to

the creation of the Soviet Union, in 1922 when Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and Transcaucasia

(Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan) began the treaty to join together and form the Union of

Soviet Socialist Republics, the world's first Marxist-Socialist state. Soon this idea would become

an empire consisting of 15 states, at first led by Vladimir Lenin.



After Lenin’s death on January 21, 1924, Joseph Stalin rose to power. During his reign

lasting until his death in 1953, he ruled with terror, violence, and dictatorship. Stalin created

what is known as the Five Year Plan, which was to completely transform the Soviet Union from

agriculture force to military, industrial, and economical superpower. Immediately the economy

increased, however this also led to a huge famine in 1932. This period of time was called the

Great Famine, resulting in the death of millions of people all throughout the USSR. Despite the

terrible conditions of the situation, for years the USSR denied what was happening and killed

anyone who opposed them. In the year 1936, the Great Purge began, a period of time where

Joseph Stalin used political repression against the peasantry, ethnic cleansing, purges of the

Communist Party, imprisonment, curfews, arbitrary execution, among many other atrocious acts

in order to maintain his power and control. Millions of people died, even more starved,

thousands were deported, or were imprisoned in camps known as the Gulags.

During the Second World War, Stalin joined forces with Nazi Germany. Although they

did participate in the war, the USSR was more involved in their own wars and revolutions to be a

primary partner. On March 5, 1953 Joseph Stalin died of a stroke, finally ending his reign of

terror. After World War 2 ended the alliance between the United States and the United Kingdom

with the Soviet Union started to fall apart.

The Cold War was an open but limited competition that evolved between the United

States and the Soviet Union, as well as their respective allies, following World War II. The Cold

War was fought primarily on political, economic, and propaganda fronts, with weapons used

only as a last resort. The United States and allies such as the United Kingdom and France wanted

to prevent the spread of communism and started a discrete war of which is better with the Soviet

Union. This period of time involved much espionage, violence, and secret operations that to this

day remain undercover. The tension between these two nations was clear to the entire world and

nations had to make their positions clear. Economic and negotiation treaties were affected by this

conflict, political relationship, and help towards other conflicts (such as the Vietnamese war)

were all heavily influenced due to the cold war. Due to this war the North Atlantic Treaty

Organization (NATO) was created a military and economic organization.

The Sino-Soviet border conflict was an unofficial seven-month military conflict between

the Soviet Union and China. In March 1969, near Zhenbao (Damansky) Island on the Ussuri

(Wusuli) River, near Manchuria, the most major border clash, which drew the world's two largest



communist regimes to the verge of war, happened. The conflict got to such an extent that the

Soviet Union was planning on making a nuclear attack and even seeked international help and

support. The threat was so big that on October 18, 1969 China placed its rudimentary nuclear

forces on full alert, this was the first and only time this had happened. Although there was never

an official war and the conflict ended that same year, the relationship between the USSR and

China was tense after it.

3.3. Present situation
In 1985, Mikhail Gorbachev was elected President of the Soviet Union. He inherited an

economic and political system on the verge of collapse. He offered two sets of measures that he

anticipated would help the USSR become a more rich and productive society by reforming the

political system. Glasnost and perestroika were the terms used to describe these policies.

Glasnost’s purpose was to set in motion a revolution that would be directed from on high. He

didn't want to destabilize the Soviet system; instead, he wanted to improve it. Perestroika, the

Soviet Union began to move toward a hybrid communist-capitalist system. The Communist

Party would still control the direction of the economy. Yet the government would allow market

forces to dictate some production and development decisions. Despite Gorbachev’s hard work to

implement his plans and reforms they were not going as expected. The younger citizens rejected

the Communist government and wished for a more democratic and free society, leading to many

protests and rallies. Additionally, in 1980, President Ronald Reagan of the United States isolated

the Soviet economy from the rest of the world and helped drive oil prices to their lowest levels in

decades. When the Soviet Union’s oil and gas revenue dropped dramatically, the USSR began to

lose its hold on Eastern Europe.

The Chernobyl disaster is considered the worst nuclear disaster in history. On April 26,

1986 at the Chernobyl Nuclear Power Plant, northern Ukraine, one of the reactors exploded

resulting in the explosion of the entire power plant, destroying everything nearby. The Soviet

Union knew the Chernobyl nuclear plant was dangerous and covered up emergencies there

before the 1986 disaster. Although 50 deaths were confirmed to be caused by the explosion the

radioactive material that it created spread all through Europe and is predicted that over 4,000

deaths were caused by the radiation exposure. The Soviet government and authorities initially

tried to cover up the disaster and it wasn’t until 36 hours after the disaster that the nearest town



was evacuated. Despite the government's hard work to cover up the situation, the giant radiation

cloud that was spreading all through Europe was detected in countries such as Sweden, Norway,

and Finland. Through many radiation detections all through Europe and secret cameras by the

US, the Chernobyl disaster was found out on April 28, 1986. The explosion of Chernobyl was

one of the first points in history that led to the fall of the Soviet Union. Massive protests against

authorities were unleashed, thousands of lives were lost because of the disaster and what

followed, a huge crack in the USSR was discovered, corruption, government secrecy, and

censorship in the USSR were revealed to the world and to the citizens. Mikhail Gorbavech, the

leader of the USSR while the dissolution of it, states, “Perhaps the real cause of the collapse of

the Soviet Union. The Chernobyl explosion was a “turning point” that opened the possibility of

much greater freedom of expression, to the point that the system as we knew it could no longer

continue.”1

On August 13, 1961 Germany was divided between East and West Germany, creating a

wall that divided both countries completely. The Berlin Wall's goal was to prevent Western

"fascists" from entering East Germany and weakening the socialist state, but it was mostly used

to prevent mass defections from East to West. Until November 9, 1989, when the Berlin wall fell

and anyone could freely pass between East and West Berlin. Over 2 million people traveled to

the wall for the celebration, reunited, and that same weekend the wall of Berlin was destroyed by

the people. The reunification of East and West Germany was made official on October 3, 1990,

almost one year after the fall of the Berlin Wall. Political changes in eastern Europe, public

rallies, and protests led to the toppling of the Berlin Wall. Events began in Poland and continued

in Hungary, East Germany, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia and Romania, eventually pressuring the

governments to ease up the border policies. The Berlin Wall was a symbol of division in Europe

and the Cold war, additionally it was a huge factor for the Soviet Union. The Fall of it not only

was the first step for Germany’s reunification, but also the next step towards the dissolution of

the USSR.

Afghanistan was invaded by troops from the Soviet Union in late December 1979. During

the Afghan War (1978–1992), the Soviet Union invaded in support of the Afghan communist

1 Stern, M. J. (2013, January 25). Did Chernobyl Cause the Soviet Union To Explode? Slate
Magazine. Retrieved November 13, 2021, from
https://slate.com/technology/2013/01/chernobyl-and-the-fall-of-the-soviet-union-gorbachevs-gla
snost-allowed-the-nuclear-catastrophe-to-undermine-the-ussr.html

https://slate.com/technology/2013/01/chernobyl-and-the-fall-of-the-soviet-union-gorbachevs-glasnost-allowed-the-nuclear-catastrophe-to-undermine-the-ussr.html
https://slate.com/technology/2013/01/chernobyl-and-the-fall-of-the-soviet-union-gorbachevs-glasnost-allowed-the-nuclear-catastrophe-to-undermine-the-ussr.html


government in its struggle with anti-communist Muslim insurgents, and remained in Afghanistan

until mid-February 1989. In April 1979, Afghanistan was suffering from many civil wars and

turned from a central government to a Marxist-Leninist power. The new administration, which

had little popular support, formed close links with the Soviet Union, carried out purges of any

domestic opposition, and embarked on significant land and social reforms, which the Muslim

and anti-communist population despised. Insurgencies against the government occurred all

throughout the country, these groups were known as the mujahideen.

On December 24, 1979, the Soviets invaded the country, with 30,000 troops and toppling

the short-lived administration of People's Leader Hafizullah Amin. The Afghan War devolved

into a dead end, with over 100,000 Soviet troops holding the cities and larger towns, and the

mujahideen roaming the countryside with relative freedom. By bombing and depopulating rural

areas, the Soviets aimed to eliminate the mujahideen's civilian support. As a result, by 1982, over

2.8 million Afghans had sought refuge in Pakistan, with another 1.5 million fleeing to Iran.

Through aircraft missiles supplied by the US, the mujahideen were eventually able to negate

Soviet air power. The war in Afghanistan became a turning point for the Soviet Union, which

was already crumbling by the late 1980s. The Soviets lost 15,000 soldiers and many more were

injured. Despite failing to establish a friendly regime in Afghanistan, the Soviet Union reached

an agreement with the US, Pakistan, and Afghanistan in 1988, agreeing to remove its soldiers.

On February 15, 1989, the Soviet evacuation was completed, and Afghanistan was reclassified as

a nonaligned country.

3.4. Previous resolutions
As stated previously the dissolution of the Soviet Union was a very complex process and

had many events and situations that led up to it. However, seeing the power and importance of

the Soviet Union upon the world, many countries would not interfere or comment against the

web of corruption, secrets, and violence that was happening during this time. Nonetheless, more

notable situations such as the Chernobyl disaster and the Fall of the Berlin Wall were

international events in which all countries in the world were affected by it. Upon the Fall of the

Berlin Wall the idea that communism was not the best option started to spread around Europe

and the world, which had a heavy influence on the decision to split the Soviet Union.



Additionally, delegations that had previous conflict with the USSR pushed hard to end

communism and this great empire.

3.5. Expectations
Starting after the Chernobyl Disaster, each delegation must solve each of the crises that

led up to the Fall of the Soviet Union. All of these crises that will happen as the committee

develops were at the time considered the most influential events of the world, such as the Fall of

the Berlin Wall. Therefore, the interference of the United Nations or individual delegations is

complex seeing that every decision has a major impact on the world. Also take into consideration

that every decision can change the path of history. Finally, remember to take every aspect of the

situation into consideration, that is: international relationships, treaties, economical advantages

or disadvantages, among others. Since you can benefit from one thing but harm another.

3.6. Useful resources
The Explanation of the Cold War

Schwartz, C. A. (1979). Corruption and Political Development in the U. S. S. R. Comparative

Politics, 11(4), 425–443. https://doi.org/10.2307/421869

BBC News. (2013, October 31). Soviet Union timeline. Retrieved November 10, 2021, from

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-17858981

https://www.cna.org/cna_files/pdf/d0022974.a2.pdf

“Collapse of the Soviet Union.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc.,

https://www.britannica.com/event/the-collapse-of-the-Soviet-Union

4. Topic B: Open Agenda
4.1. Introduction to the topic
The Berlin Wall served as a physical reflection of the so-called Iron Curtain and Europe's

political divisions for nearly three decades. Mikhail Gorbachev assumed command of the Union

of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) in 1985 with the goal of reorganizing the country's

economy and government. In an attempt to restore relations with Western European countries

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NF3u8Ju9aAg
https://doi.org/10.2307/421869
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-17858981
https://www.cna.org/cna_files/pdf/d0022974.a2.pdf
https://www.britannica.com/event/the-collapse-of-the-Soviet-Union


and the United States, Putin disbanded the secret police and initiated perestroika (economic

restructuring). In addition to this, many factors including the coup d’etat that would contribute to

dissolving the empire once and for all.

4.2. History
It began at 4:50 PM on Sunday, August 18, 1991, where four individuals approached

Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev at his dacha in the Crimean resort of Foros, asking an

audience. The four people who appeared were Valery Boldin, his chief of staff; Oleg Baklanov,

first deputy chairman of the Soviet defense council; Oleg Shenin, secretary of the Communist

Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) Central Committee; and Gen. Valentin Varennikov, leader of

the Soviet Army's ground troops Gen. Yury Plekhanov, the KGB's chief of security for party and

state employees, joined them. Gorbachev's suspicions were raised by their abrupt presence, and

when he tried to use the phone, it was dead. They had come to demand that Gorbachev sign a

paper proclaiming a state of emergency and handing authority to his vice president, Gennady

Yanayev, on behalf of the State Committee for the State of Emergency in the USSR. They were

taken aback when Gorbachev refused and rebuked them as treasonous blackmailers.

General Igor Maltsev, commander-in-chief of the Soviet Air Defense Troops, placed

Gorbachev and his family under house arrest. Gorbachev and his wife, Raisa, both later declared

that they fully expected to be assassinated. Despite the fact that outside connection had been

blocked off, Gorbachev was able to communicate with Moscow and affirm that he was well.

Throughout the ordeal, members of Gorbachev's personal security stayed faithful, and they were

able to make a rudimentary receiver so that the beleaguered president could discover what was

going on beyond the dacha's gates. Gorbechev was brought up to date on the coup's progress and

worldwide response via BBC and Voice of America broadcasts.

On August 19, just after 6:00 a.m. Moscow time, TASS and Radio Moscow announced

that Gorbachev had been unable to carry out his responsibilities due to "poor health," and that

Yanayev had seized the president in line with Article 127-7 of the Soviet constitution.

After most ministers approved of the coup, tanks came on Moscow's streets, and residents

immediately began seeking to persuade servicemen not to follow instructions. Protesters began

creating barricades in the vicinity of the White House, the Russian parliament building. At 12:50

p.m., Russian President Boris Yeltsin ascended a tank in front of the White House, denouncing



the coup and calling for a nationwide strike. He eventually issued a presidential directive calling

the attempt a "crime" and the plotters "traitors." The Emergency Committee's directions were not

to be followed by Russian authorities.

On August 20, Yeltsin issued a presidential decree declaring his sovereignty over all

military, KGB, and other forces operating in Russian territory. George H.W. Bush, the president

of the United States, called Yeltsin and told him that regular ties with Moscow would resume

only if Gorbachev returned to power after they had been cut by some elite tank regiments that

defected and some who took up defensive positions around the White House. Troops and

demonstrators clashed near the White House that night, resulting in the deaths of three protesters.

However, the planned attack on the White House did not occur, and it became evident that the

coup leaders' orders were not being carried out. The CPSU Secretariat finally sought a meeting

between Gorbachev and Yanayev on August 21. The coup failed, and the plotters were

apprehended as they attempted to flee.

To comprehend the ramifications of the Soviet Union's demise, it is necessary to first

explore the root causes of the Soviet Union's demise. Gorbachev's decentralization of authority

had a domino effect, causing Eastern European alliances to disintegrate, prompting countries like

Estonia, Lithuania, and Latvia to declare independence. On November 9, 1989, the Berlin Wall

came down, bringing East and West Germany together for the first time in a year and bringing

the Cold War to an end. After the fall of the Berlin Wall, citizens in Eastern European nations

including Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, and Romania launched anti-communist rallies, hastening the

demise of communist regimes throughout the former Soviet bloc. Other countries, including

Belarus, the Russian Federation, and Ukraine, have followed suit.

The Soviet economy had been stagnating for 20 years and was in desperate need of

change when Gorbachev entered power in 1985; the country's gross national product (GNP) had

dropped from 5.8% in 1940 to 2.6 percent in 1970. Food lines were lengthy and grocery store

shelves were frequently bare. Because of the region's significant energy and raw material base,

the Soviet economy has historically relied little on international commerce; in 1985, exports and

imports amounted for only 4% of the Soviet GNP. The Soviet Union's commerce was mostly

with communist countries, many of which were located in Eastern Europe. Soviet trade with

communist nations accounted for about 62 percent of overall international trade in 1988, whereas

third-world countries accounted for 15% of its international trade. Currency and Soviet oil



exports, as well as bartering one produced commodity for another, were the mainstays of Soviet

commerce with Western countries (Pepsi for Stolichnaya vodka, for example).

Gorbachev's rejection of Russian economist and politician Grigory Yavlinsky's 500-day

economic reform proposal in September 1990 cost him any residual public support and left him

with few supporters. Gorbachev's attempts to modernize the Soviet system were thwarted in part

because he was unable to carry out a comprehensive overhaul rather than a succession of small

improvements. He sought to put a halt to the manufacturing and sale of alcohol, for example,

pushing the business underground. He also began leasing state-owned property to farmers and

reduced military spending. Gorbachev's repeated assurances that his reforms would significantly

improve living circumstances enraged residents who did not see the pledges fulfilled.

Gorbachev's failing goal for gradual economic reform canceled out any good impacts the reforms

may have had, and the economy fully collapsed.

4.3. Present situation (Crime Cultural and Social Upheavals)

The demise of the Soviet Union has several long-term consequences for the global

economy and regional foreign commerce. Its demise boosted the United States' worldwide power

and provided a chance for Russian corruption and criminality. It also sparked a slew of cultural

shifts and social upheavals in former Soviet republics and smaller communist neighbors. The

gross national product of Soviet nations plummeted by 20% between 1989 and 1991, ushering in

an era of full economic collapse.

The collapse of the Soviet Union not only put Eastern Europe's economic systems and

trade links into disarray, but it also caused turmoil in several Eastern European nations and

exacerbated crime and corruption within the Russian government. The Russian mafia, which had

battled to exist throughout the height of communism, came in to fill the power vacuum after the

Soviet government crumbled. During the collapse, government infrastructure, ranging from

fundamental public utilities to police services, mostly vanished. Furthermore, because official

payroll services had nearly vanished, ex-KGB officers, police officers, and Soviet Army troops

poured the mafia's ranks in quest of permanent work. Mafia oligarchs stole state-owned assets

and companies across Russia, including telecommunications and energy networks and industries,

and extorted the people in exchange for providing security and executing laws when the Russian

government failed to do so. The Russian mafia is immensely strong and well-connected, despite



the fact that the current Russian administration has had considerable success in battling

organized crime. Anyone who comes out against government corruption in an authoritarian state

like Russia, on the other hand, may be jailed, banished, or even dead under strange

circumstances. Russia's chances of developing real democracy are hampered by this tyranny,

which allows official corruption to flourish.

The demise of the Soviet empire has far-reaching consequences for the rest of the globe,

notably for former Soviet satellite countries. Oil and natural gas exports have brought riches to

certain nations, such as Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan, but they have also facilitated corruption.

Other nations, such as Armenia and Tajikistan, have failed to thrive in the post-Soviet era, with

many populations remaining poor while the governments and their politics remain in flux.

The fall of the Soviet Union had considerable impact on nations beyond the former

Soviet bloc; for example, China has grown to become a significant international powerhouse

since the end of the Cold War, while the European Union has spread its influence into territories

long dominated by Moscow. Relations between the United States and Russia have been tense in

the quarter-century since the Soviet Union's demise. While the US offered support to Russia

under President Bill Clinton, strategists in the US feared that if nationalists regained power,

Russia would resurface as an adversary.

4.4. Previous resolutions
Following the coup, the republics rushed to declare their independence. The Communist

Party of Belarus, in a futile attempt to maintain control, led the charge by proclaiming

independence on August 25, barely 72 hours after Gorbachev's return to Moscow. The

parliament and Grand National Assembly of Moldavia, renamed Moldova, declared the

republic's independence on August 27 and began the process of exiting the union. All three

Baltic republics formally exited the Soviet Union in September and were admitted to the United

Nations as independent nations, Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania. Kazakhstan and Kirgizia

(renamed Kyrgyzstan) gained control of their republics' resources and launched economic reform

and privatization, while Georgia and Armenia went their separate ways.

After the dissolution of the empire, and the states became independent, the

Commonwealth of Independent States was established. By the end of 1989, eight of the nine

surviving republics had declared independence from Moscow, thereby dismantling the



once-powerful Soviet Union. All formerly communist Eastern European leaders had been

replaced by democratically elected administrations by the summer of 1990, paving the way for

the region's reintegration into the Western economic and political sectors.

President Boris Yeltsin of Russia and President George H.W. Bush of the United States

negotiated trade agreements in the mid-1990s to make it simpler for Americans to do business in

Russia. Russia took part in economic negotiations at the G7 summit in Denver, Colorado for the

first time in 1997. Russia was admitted as a full member the following year, and the G7 became

the G8. Russian President Vladimir Putin began working on establishing a free-trade zone in

Russia in the early 2000s, and the nation finally joined the World Trade Organization in 2012.

In April 1988, trade delegations from the Soviet Union and the United States met in

Moscow to discuss the possibility of extending economic relations. The Soviet administration

hoped to develop new industrial techniques and get a better knowledge of Western management

and marketing procedures. In the same year, the Soviet Union and the European Economic

Community signed a normalization agreement. Gorbachev's economic policies of Soviet

development and collaboration with the West shifted the country's perspective from one of

seeing international commerce as a way to compensate for short-term shortages to one of seeing

imports as long-term alternatives to home production. This aided the Soviet Union's entry into

the global economy, improving links with not just former Soviet bloc countries, but also Western

powers such as the United States and the United Kingdom.

4.5. Expectations
Each delegation must determine their current state after the end of such an empire like the

Soviet Union. You must also work to prevent the cultural, political and criminal upheavals

coming. Not only this, but as delegates you must take action to protect your nation from the

major economic crisis, and attempt to stabilize your republics while keeping the world from

falling apart. Delegations should work together along with other supranational organizations

including the UN to form treaties and international/national laws to prevent the unleashing of the

effects after the fall of the USSR, to damage each delegation and the world as a whole. Taking

into account the events that already happened in the past, delegates, you must be prepared and

rewrite history in a way that will allow you to achieve what each of your respective states crave.



4.6. Useful resources
https://www.britannica.com/event/Cold-War

https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/berlin-wall

https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/fall-of-soviet-union

5. QARMAS
5.1. Topic A

1. What type of government governs in your delegation?

2. Has your delegation had any type of conflict with the Soviet Union?

3. Would your delegation benefit or would it be a disadvantage the dissolution of the Soviet

Union?

4. What relationship does your delegation have with the Soviet Union? (Economical and

political relationship)

5. How did your delegation react/participate in the Chernobyl Disaster?

5.2. Topic B
1. How did your delegation react to the dissolution of the Soviet Union?

2. How do the effects of the fall of the USSR affect your delegation?

3. What can your delegation do in order to stop the domino effect caused by the dissolution

of the Soviet Union?

4. Has your delegation made any efforts to stop the termination of the USSR? If so, does

your delegation plan on creating any new alliances to rely on after the fall?

5. Would your delegation be open to forming new alliances/blocs? With what states? How

can this be beneficial to your delegation?

In the following questions you must answer only one. You can determine which question you

answer depending if your country had positive or negative relationships with the Soviet Union.

6. If your delegation ever sustained any type of positive relationships with the Soviet

Union, would your delegation be open to forming any type of alliances with the newly

independent countries?

https://www.britannica.com/event/Cold-War
https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/berlin-wall
https://www.history.com/topics/cold-war/fall-of-soviet-union


7. If your delegation ever sustained any type of negative relationships with the Soviet

Union, how can your delegation stop the rise of communism/groups who believe in the

creation of a new USSR?
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